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PREFACE

IN the following pagces an attempt has been made to
interest the reader in a remote and, at first sight, un-
attractive subject The excuse 1s hinted on the title-
page. The man of whom we treat was an Indian
ruler of cxeeptional capacity 1n times of exceptional
difficulty Born before the sack of Delhi by Nédir
Shéh he hived to within ten years of Lord Lake's occu-
pation of the same imporisl aity His life, therefore,
cxactly corresponds to the hour between the darkness
of anarchy and the dawn of order, while his labours
helped to make it pass. Himself a lover of order, he
did what 1n him lay to clear away the worst havoe of
war god rapfne, and the consequent demorshsation.
and to prepare the shattcred fabme of society for
1estoration and reform Hindustéin, by which we are
to understand ther Northern Provinces of the Mughal
Empire, had for a time becn civilised and prosperous.
Tavernid, writing about 1669, speaks of Shéh Jahén,
then lately dead, as “that great king during whose
reign there was such & strictness in the eivil
government, and particularly for the security of the
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highways, that there was never any occasion to put
axy man to death for robbery’ A hundred years
later it was observed that ‘The country was torn to
pieces by civil wars and groaned under every species
of domestic confusion. Villainy was practised 1n
every form ; all law and religion were trodden under
foot, the bonds of private friendship and connection,
as well as of society and government, were broken,
and every individual, as if in the midst of a forest of
wild beasts, could rely upon nothing but the strength
of his own arm’ (Dow , quoting native authorty.)
Such was the moral chaos that had followed the
decline of the Empire; and, if the British rule has
obliterated those marks of ruin and brought back
avilisation, it is 1n some degrce to Sindhia that
the subjects of that rule are indebted for the first
preparatory step.

Short as is the narrative, 1t has been found im-
possible to avoid the introduction of some extraneous
matter A mere biographical memoir, even if the
materals of such were forthcoming, would not convey
much instruction or pleasure Yo the ‘reader., The
French historical doctrine of the miulieu may have
been somewhat over-indulged of late years, In Mr.
Russell Lowell’s Essay on Milton we have an amusing
account of a learned Professor's biography of that
poet ; in which historical pages are rarely diversified
by occasional appearances of Milton. and the accom-
plished eritic says that the reader is only reconeciled
when be eslls to mind that this fair-hajred stranger
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is, in fact, the protagonist. In the drama before us
the protagonist is almost identified with the sceges
in which he moved and the events in which he bore
an influential part. He belongs at once to the faded
Court of the Mughals and to the busy camp of the
Maréthds and the whole of his career 1s visible in
the light of such relations. A man like Sindhia has
no private life, and to understand what "he was we
must be shown what he did.

We must therefore endeavour to realise what was
the Empire at whose agony our hero assisted and to
whose estatc he, for a time, administered; and we
maust seek some samples of the anarchy from which
he delivered Hindustdn At the same time, we shall
have to remember that Sindhia was not, originally, a
native of Hindustén, and we must study, however
briefly, the nature of that strange community in
Southern India which, taking up the lapsed greatness
of the old kingdom of Karnsta, almost succeeded in
uniting the entire Indian peninsula in a universal
Himndu Empire

Tgq do all this reghires that we should be prepared
to find copious and variegated materials digested into
a result which may be found undesirably narrow.
A small book may be found bard to read—as it,
proverbially, is to write.

Our feundations have gone wide if not deep. Among
the authorities to which those desirous of further
information, or extended treatment, may profitably
refer, may be named the undermentioned:—  *
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(1) History of the Mahrattas. Jemes Grant Duff.
3,vols. 1826.

(2) Memour of Central India. Sir John Malcolm.
3 vols 1820,

(3) Memoirs of Col. Jas Skinner, C.B. Baillie
Fraser. 2 vols. 18351.

(4) Mémovre du Comte de Boigne (by his som).
Chambéri. 1829.

(5) Star-ul-mutdkharin (Ghulfm Hosain Khén,
translated by a French Creole employed i the office
of Warren Hastings his name was Raymond, and
his notes are interesting). 3 vols.

(6) Tdrikh-»-Muzafari. (Untranslated MS. by a
Muhammadan gentleman 1n the service of the famous
Muhammead Raza Khén, Naib Stba of Bihir, whose
title, ‘Muzafar Jang,’' is preserved 1in the title.)
Some account of these works will be found in
Dowson's Elliot, viir

(7) Col Malleson’s Final French Struggles (London,
1884) gives a good account of the doings of Gen
de Boigne and some of the minor European ad-
venturers.

(8) Constant reference is made in the text to the
Imperial Gazetleer of India; and the spelling of
Oriental words 18 taken, generally, from the spelling
adopted in the xivth vol.,, or Index, of that valuable
work. -

[The acecount of the campaign of 1760-1 is chiefly
derived from the narrative of Pandit Kdsi Rdi
(ifi, Asiatic Researches, g1 ff). The writer was a
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Seoretary of the Oudh Nawéb, and present, both in
the preliminary negotiations and on the field of battle.
his description is remarkeble a8 a unique narrative
of military events by a Hindu civilian .

In Forrest's Selections from the State-papers of the
Government of Indwa, § vols., Caleutta, 1890, will be
found a valusble series of minutes and’ despatehes
by Warren Hastings See, also, Captain Trotter'’s
mottograph in thi8 series ]

! A detmled account of the eampaign, based on a ecollation of
this and other contemporary narratives, will be found 1 my Fall
of the Moghul Emprs (3rd edition, 1887) Holkar's pomnt of view
will bo seen to have been occusionally taken 1n Grant Duff (vol u,
*rp 140-156)

The omission to eite Tod's Rajasthan may be thought to demand
cxplanation. It 18 a noble book, full of priceless information and
wspired by a fine enthusiasm  But this very mnepiration rendors
the author nn unsafe gwde 1n regard to the relations and dealings
of the Rijputs with other tribes.



PEDIGREE OF THE SINDHIA FAMILY.
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CHAPTER I
INtrRoDUCTORY
[ 4

Tae Hindu confederacy of which the subject of this
book was, in his time, a prominent member, indicates
an episode in that perennial struggle which has been

»going on for eight centuries in India between the
social and religious system of the Hindus and that of
their Musalmén compatriots Neither Musalmén nor
Hindu society can be considered “ national, though, as
earlier conquerors who have associated and assimilated
with the original mhabitants, the Hindus naturally
appear now to represent whatever may be found at
all deserving the name of an Indian nationality.

Mahéréshtra, mea.n.ing the tract bounded on the
west by the Ocean, on the north by the Narbadé, on
the east by the Waingangé, and on the south by the
Krishna rivers, was a Hindu kingdom in the time of
Hiuen Tsiang, the Chinese pilgrim (640 4.D.), of which
the capital was at Kalyéni, or Kalydn, near the
modern &ty of Bombay. In the sixteenth century
the Portuguese obtained a considerable footing in
Mahgrdshtra, of which fragments are still in existencg,
notably the tpwn and territory of Goa. The people,
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however, had been known for some time from the
rame of their country: for the name Marhai vceurs
1n the history of Sultén Juna (or Muhammad Tughlak)
who invaded Southern India in the middle of the
fourteenth century; and before long we find mention
of them in connection with the Musalmén kingdom of
Bijepur. Yusaf ‘Adil Shéh, the first of the ‘Adil
Shih dynasty, is said {0 have given command of
12,000 infantry to & Hindu Chief irom that coun'ry,
and in the reigns of his successors they freely shared
i public employment They were known as light
cavalry, and they scem to have taught the Bijapur
Musalméns that system of guerilla warfare to which
the kungdom owed its ability to resist its encmaes for
nearly two hundred years

So much has this system of war boen celebrated
that we have fallen into a way of thinking of the
people of Mahfrdshtra as all homogeneous and a mere
tribe of predetory riders The facts, however, do
not eltogether affirm this view. On the contrary we
find them divided, like Hindu societies elsewhere, into
distinet classes the Brilinans, who have been the
most distinguished m puble affairs ; an ordinary class
of fighting men claiming to be descended from
Rbjput immigrants, the Kunbas,<or agriculturists,
and a mxed multitude of townsmen and artisans,
often called, locally, Shankarydts, probably sprung from
marrisges between the pure Hindu immigrants and
the aboriginal women Their state appears to have
at once adopted the character of a federal common-
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wealth and a military monarehy ; where the king was
assisted by Bréhman counsellors, and the rural Com-
munes sent the flower of their young men to serve
1 a more or less embodied miltia. These peasant
warriors were despised by the arrogant and luxurious
Muhammadans, both for their lack of pomp and
splendour, and for something business-like and un-
chivalrous in their manner of fighting. But those
wene the very qualtties which led to the first successes
of the people of Mahfirdshtra when the Muselmén
power ran to sced Could the Mughals have stayed
their own degeneracy, and at the same time could they
Jave employed the Marfthis as the Cossacks and
Ublans of their unwieldy armies, thcy micht have
used them with irresistible effect in the conquest of
the Deccan; and might, possibly, have succeeded in
the scheme, in itself not unreasonable, of consolidating
the whole peninsula of India into one Empire

But Dis alier visum; end when the great but
mistaken attempt of the Emperor ‘Alamgfr, commonly
known as Aurangzeb, had ended in disaster, the de-
struction of the soutBern Musalmén kingdoms only
swept a clear field for the Marfithd enterprise. Then
they found the opportunity for which they had been
so long waiting - they adopted wider aims, and a more
imposing style, adding to their direct possessions
while theysextended their indirect sway and influence
in every direction. As this extension proceeded they
organised their habits of levying contribution on the
subjects of other States. At last their system of
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tribute came to spread over almost the whole of the
peninsula. It was not so much an Empire as an
Anti-empire. Let others, they seemed to say, under-
take the task of administration and of watching for
the welfare of the multitude. They will be making
honey not for themselves; on their most prosperous
towns and parishes, we will, without unnecessary
violence or mjschief, make our regular and understood
claim of twenty-five per cent. of the revenues, susely
not an exorbitant commission for abstaining from
disturbing their enjoyment of hife and property. Do
thou, said Virgl, ‘remember, O Roman, to rule the
peoples.’ The Puz Maratica was founded on the
opposite prineiple — Take pay for not ruling’

The modern power of this extraordinary race arose
in the rcign of the Emperor Shih Jahdn, and owed
its ongin to the strenuous efforts of that Mughal
monarch to annex the termtory of Bydpur and
abolish its sovereignty. We need not hero go into
the detailed history of the Bijipur State; it will be
enough to say that 1t grew out of a satrapy of the old
Southern Musalmén Empire of the so-cailed ‘Bahmani’
dynasty, which became independent under a Turkmén
governor named Yusaf ‘Adil about the end of the
fifteenth century A.D. In the time of Shéh Jahdn
the nominal ruler was a minor, and the Regency was
for some time held by a Marithd captain, named
Shéh)i Bhonslé, who aided the Emperor to overthrow
the neighbouring power of the Nizfm Shsh, at
Ahmadnegar, and is famous as thé founder of the
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family afterwards elevated to a brief but bright
eminence by his son. Shéhjf's great title to diss
tinetion is that he was the father of the still more
distinguished Sivaji. .

That remarkable man went early to a far greater
length than his father, possessed himself of forts,
orgamised a regularly-paid army, both horde and foot,
and finally assumed the functions and insignia of a
king. He shook off his connection with Bijépur and
with the Mughals; and laid the foundation of that
inveterate system of depredation and hostihty which,
under his successor, finally wore out the courage of
Aurangzeb and introduced the germ of decay into his
empire. His grandson, having been in his youth
a captive at court, adopted Mughal manners and the
power of the Statc fell into the hands of a dynasty
of Bréhman ministers under whom the cival adminis-
tration became organised, and the military system
was raised to much pomp and splendour. The robes
of empire now bung not ungracefully on the hmbs
of a Hindu, and one of two things was bound to
happen , eithet theru #ould be & new empire, doomed
to rise and fall after the usual manner, or & federal
India must be born, under the protection of a new
and foreign power. The subject of the present
narrative becomes the necessary man of an epoch of
transitionewhen this point was still undetermined; a
transition between guerilla foraging and scientifie
War.

Mfdhava Réo} or ‘Madhoji’ Sindhia has been
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described, on good authority, as ‘s statesman and
sldier of almost unsurpassed abulity’ (Imp. Gazetieer
of India, v. 230). He rose to rule in Hindustin
without altogether losing touch with the distant and
difficult politics of the Marfithd State. Like other
unusually successful men, he was partly the child of
his time and partly its ereator. Ordinary average
success is often produced by the qualties of the
commoner class, such as docility asd power of adapta-
tion, but this man’s was another, and & fairer kind
of success. He changed the habits of men, gave a
new direction to their thoughts, and prepared a socisl
revolution. He did so because his aims were clea:
and reasonable, definitely conceived and resolutely
pursued, without ignoring the continuity of human
1nterests.

But, before proceeding to support these claims by
an examipation of Médbava's record, 1t will be de-
sirable to say & few words concerning the scene on
which he played his part, and the events which pre-
ceded his appearance. India, in his time, was ‘a
geographic expression,’ just ad, then &nd long after,
was the case with Italy. The Alpine and Subalpine
region of the peninsula was peopled by hardy races
with whom he, as much as possible, avoided contact.
From the Sutlej river to the Narbadéd is a bilateral
region sending mighty streams to the Atabian sea
and the bay of Bengal. Within its points are old
nations, with thoir forts, and cities, and fields, where
the shepherd and the husbandman contend as in the
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days of Camn and Abel Beyond the Narbadd 1s a
further 1egion of hill and plain and river, inhabited
by races of less contentious babits and a more recent
civilisation In both of these last-named regions
our hero played a conspicuous part for more than a
gencration.

India’s three great natural divisions, thus hastily
delincated, aro deseribed by modern European geo-
graphers as cardina scctions ; and they are, moreover,
known to Orentals, by whom, however, they are
more usually subdivided, the subdivisions beng
called by many names. The first contains several
Jegions, omitting Aighénistdn, Kaslinir, and the
Punjab, which will not enter into our nanative,
there remain two to be speeified mn the lower, or
alluvial, portion The northermnost 18 known as
Hindustdn, a name often given by Europeans to the
whole pemmnsula, but reserved hy the natives to the
tract bordered on the north by the Sutley nver, and
on the south by the Chambal Its castern slope,
between the Ganges and the Jumna, 18 known as the
Do#b, or, 88 might h® said in Latmn, ¢ Mesopotama,’
but 1t also includes the Trans-Gangetic Provinces of
Katahr (or Rolulkhand) and Oudh. South of the
Chambal, and partwlly draining to the west, is the
hill-country of the Arivallh and Vindhya ranges, mn
whose embmaces lie the states of the Rdjputs, old
tribes of the Hindus driven tluther before the early
Musalmén invaders. To the cast of these, and south-.
ward %o the Narladé, the country is called Central

B a
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India; and here he the original fiefs of Mdlw4 and
@walior, acquired in the eighteenth century by the
clans of Sindhia and Holkar and stall held by the
respective chiefs of those Houses. Still further to
the eastward lie the minor provinces of Bhop4l and
Bundelkhand The last region is south of the
Narbad4, called in history * The Deccan’; containing
likewise many provinces, divided by hmits which
have fluctuated as one dynasty or-tribe has advamced
or receded’

Nevertheless, thioughout this vast and varied pen-
insula, a tendency towards union has been observed
m many steges of its history Mythical monarchies
of all India had floated vaguely 1n popular tradition
when, in the sixteenth century, one of those move-
ments so frequent in cold eountries drew the  Mughals’
from Kébul down upon the sunny south?® It cost
them two hard struggles; but scarcely was their
empire consolidated under the great Akbar when the
1dea was revived of ‘bringing all India under one
(lhatr:’ (umbzella, the symbol of Empire).

The reduction of amhitious ‘feudatories and rebel-
lious officials once accomplished, the process began.
Radiating from Agra and Delhi the emperors slowly
extended thewr power building their palaces at

! The name of ‘Deccan’ 18 as old as the Gredk geographer
Ptolemy Etymologically, the word 18 Dekkn = ¢South’ (‘right-
hand’ 18 the same 1n S8ansknt, and supposing the face to the East)

¢ ¥ For some account of this race and 1ts conquests see the author’s
Sketch of the Hislory of Hindostan
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Allahébéd, Aymere, Lahore, and Kashmir. Neverthe-
less, the Réjput Chiefs remained, as they remain te
this day, virtually autonomous in their remote fast-
nesses, though two of their States became completely
friendly and even feudatory to the Einpire, showing
the sincerity of their submission by giving their’
noblest sons to command 1n the Imperial armies and
their farest daughters to furmish brides for the
Impcrial houscholds In the Deccan, likewise, the
Imperial armns made some genuine progress The old
Hindu kingdoms of that region had broken up,
between the fourtecnth and the sixteenth centuries,

to be succeeded by a number of Musalmén States which
the Mughals, from Akbar onwards, were constantly
battering and shattering, first reducing them to the
tnbutary condition, and then rendering them mere
dependencies.

In 1637 a further step was taken Shsh Jahdn,
the grandson of Akbar, destroying the Nizdm Shéh
dynasty of Ahmadnagar by complete annexation of
the state over which that dynasty had ruled for
nearly two centurics® In 1686 his son, ‘Alamgir,
commonly known to Europeans as ‘Aurangzeb,’
carried on the same process against the ‘Adil Shéhi
dynasty of Byapur. In the following yea: the last of
tho great Musalmén States was overthrown, that of the
Kutab-Sh#hi hine m Goleonda. The erea of these
conquered kingdoms went to form the new province,
or Stbak, of the Deccan, great part of which is st.lll
held, under the Sovereignty of the Queen Empress,

B2
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by the powerful vassal of the Crown who is popu-
larly known as ‘the Nizfm, and who is descended
from the first Viceroy who shook off his dependence
on the Empire. For 1t should be observed that, as
the extension of tho Mughal Empire was made with-
out adequate mcans, so the process of intogration was
mterrupted as soon as the central power began to
relax , and the contrary piocess of disintegration
slmost instantancously set n, afid acted witheex-
treme 1aprdity As happened a thonsand years ago
m the somewhat analogous ease of the Karling
Empire of Fwope, cach great satrapy became &
separate nation m less than two gencrations after
the Empare attaaned 1ts full extent
The mention of these satiapies suggests another
comparison The Mughal Empue of India 18, ehrono-
logically, not very far remote from modern times
It was seen 1n 1ts glory by a school-fellow of Molidre,
the description of 1ts glones fued the nnagmation of
Milton, its palace-balls, but & few years ago, made
hall-rooms for the present Heir-apparent to the Pritish
Empire, 1ts last representative has mot been long
dead Yet that Empirc was, in all esscntial charac-
teristics, a fragment of the ancient world , a counter-
. part, in all but its 1ehgious system, of the mighty
monarchies of Babylon and Persia. There was the
same awe-breathing distance betwceen the- grovelling
subject and the cxalted despot, the same sinister
Lcontrast between the gqualor of the cottage and the
splendour of the throne, the might of the monarch
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was haunted by the menace of the remote rebel and
the shadow of the domestic traitor. In such an
Empire there could be no ‘Act of Setticment’ or
‘ Responsibility of Cabinets’, but the sovereign, after
a longer or shorter period of unconfrolled despotism,
falls into the insamity of power or dmvels into the
dotage of decay. Provinces fall off from their
allegiance, the despot crushes, or 1s crushed, at
last® he disappears, perhaps killed in battle, perhaps
poisoned 1n a palacc-intiigue. He 1s succeeded by a
courtier, a slave, or onc of hs own fratrieidal sons,
and the hideous busmness begins anew. In such
aevolutions the Empire 13 often weakened, sometimes
quite dissolved In 1its incoherent way, however, it
comes together agmin, some old parts lost, some new
members gained , and onco more the booty of conquered
neighbours and the wealth wrung irom helpless
gubjects are concentiated on the person and palace
of the ruler. It is still a shifting sceno of contrast,
the monarch of one moment becomes the vietim of
another, or the puppet of an able minister But
alwayg there fomums the smstor glare of unbridled
luxury and unprofitable decoration. The autocrat
—mno better, sane1, or happier than the meanest of
his peasants—swatbhes his perishable frame 1n brocade
and jewelry, and takes his daily seat upon a couch
of gold!,®surrounded by obsequious kinsmen and
tributary princes In ordered ranks beneath the

! The throne of an oricntal monarch takes the form of a square
bedstead, on whigh he mits with erossod logs.
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elevated platform are marshalled the courtiers, minis-
ders, generals, the chiefs of peace and war, and the
messengers and representatives of those who are absent
in the distant regioms, ruling the provineces of the
Empire or commanding its military forces. The same
eternal picture was presented to Daniel the Hebrew,
to Ctesias the Greek, to Tavernier the French jewel-
* merchant, and Bernier the correspondent of Colbert
The last-named traveller vimted dimost all the great
Musalmén courts. He had seen the court of the ¢ Roi-
Solexl,; the sumptuous Louis XIV, and those of the
Sultdns of Syria and Egypt, and this is lus account
of the display that he found at that of the ‘Great
Mogul’
¢The king appeared, sitting upon his throne, in the
bottom of the great hall of the Am-kas, splendidly
apparelled. His vest was of white flowered satin
and raised with a fine embroidery of gold and silk.
Hie turban was of cloth of gold, having & bird worked
upon 1t, like a heron, whose foot was covered with
diamonds of an extraordinary bigness and value, with
a great oriental topaz which may be said, to bo
matchless, shimng hike 8 mimiature sun. A collar of
great pearls hung about his neck and down to his
breast, after the manner in which some of the heathen
[Musalméns| wear here their rosaries for prayer
His throne was supported on six high®pillars, or
feet, said to be of massive gold, and set with
rubies, and emeralds, and diamonds. I am not; able
to tell you aright, either the number qr the price of
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this mass of precious stones because it is not possible
to come near enough to count them or to judge of
thewr punity and value Only this I can say, that the
big diamonds are there in profusion and that the
throne 14 estimated to be worth four krors of rupie,
each worth a demi-ecu'” [This was the ‘Peacock
Throne’ of Shéh Jabdn, the value of which, by
Bernler's estimate, was 42,400,000, though Tavere
nier, an expert, &fterwards doubled the sum.] ‘So
that the throne is valued at forty millions of rupis .
about sixty millions of francs . Bencath there ap-
peared all the Omrus 1n splendid apparel upon a
Jrassed ground shaded by a great canopy of purfled
gold-cloth with golden fringes, enclosed by a silver
Talister. The pillars of the hall weie hung with
tapestries, having a gold ground-work, and the
ceiling was covered with canopies of flowered satin
fastened with cords of red silk ornamented with
tassels of s1lk, mixed with gold that hung down from
them ’

Such is Bermer's account of the throne and 1ts
surroyndings® In anbther place he adds *Thence he
sees beneath hun the Lords, Rajas, and ropresentative
envoys, who are all standing upon a raised space
enclosed with silver rails, with down-cast eyes and
arms folded upon their breasts , somewhat further off
he sees the lesser lords, or Mansabddrs, also standing
m the like I;osture of reverence; and, somewhat

! The rupee of those days was therefore worth nv more thgn
fifteen pence. _
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further off still in the remaining part of -the hall, and
ip the open court-yard, he can see a great crowd of
the commonalty For there it 18 that the king, every
day about noon, gives universal audience.” This was
a general levée, where the Bidshih not only received
g chiefs, but acted the old oncntal part of the
father of his people, sitting at his tent-door to ad-
smimster justice. It need hardly be added that much
of the pageant was symbolical , the suvercign's ceurt
was not a rcal court of law, and he Lad not much
more personal connection with the admimstration
than Her Majesty, with us, exercises in the ‘Qucen’s
Bench.” Nevertheless the peerage of the Amara and
Mansabddrs mentioned by Bernier was a very real
mstitution, and ono whose realty contained an un-
doubted germ of development

By ‘omras’ Bernier meant the courtiors, in especial
favour and constant attendance, pgphaps most con-
cervable to us as ‘Ministers, or ‘Loids-n-waiting’
Their chief went by the title of Anur-ul-umura=
premier noble, and was next to the Wazir in dignity,
sometunes also 1n power, ol even: actually, n
practice, superior The Mansabddrs were nobles too,
but of & more military character, whose rank was
expressed by the number of men-pt-arms that they
were supposed to lead In strict nomenclature these
also were wmirs if their patents were for more than
500 horsemen; above 5000 was the highest grade
of all, rescrved onginally for princes of the blood.
Of the ranks between these two limits there wers,
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in Bernier's: time, 580 nobles of which number
about one-fifth consisted of Hindus, the remaindegr
bemng either native Musalméns or immigrants of
distmection from Persia and Central Asia, known in
India, though not very accurately, as * Mughals’

Ranking immediately after the princes of the blood
and the great officials these mansabdirs formed a
military peorage like the paladins of Charlemagne or
Cromwell's Major-€icncrals. But their titles wero not
meant to be hereditary, such transmssion of grandeu:
bemg quitc opposed to oriental notions A black-
smith or & water-carner, there, has sometimes risen
Jo the command of armics, a successful slave has
often ascended the thnonc at whose foot he once
minstered The sons of deceased amirs might have
an mndehmte right to einployment, but it would never
be m the command of their father's munsubs- the
best that they could cxpeet would he to begin hife as
uhdis, or unattached eavalhiers, perhaps with a slender
following, perhaps, 1f they were very poor, alone
these gentlemen-cadets would at first rank as private
troopers, but would e &xcused fiom sentry and fatigue-
dutics, until they werec deemed worthy of promotion
A choice body of ahdis formed the mounted body-
guard of the monanch !

The last class of attendants at the levee described
by Berniee, was that whose French designation has
been translated above as ‘Envoys’; the Vakuls, or

1 Cqrresponding to the * Exempts’ of tho old French monarchy,
& namo preserved 1n the * Exons’ of the Queen’s body-guard.
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Agents, of those Amfrs who were absent on distant
ssrvice. The Empire was divided, in those days, into
fifteen provinces, each being administered by a lord-
deputy, like Ireland under Elizabeth, and still more
hke Satrapies of the old Empires Each of these
viceroys had his own smaller court, 8 mimic repro-
duction of the sovereign's, but each was liable to
transfer or remqval from office during his hifetime
The first Nizfin was at one tume #ppointed to Rohik-
khand, at another translated to Milws , 1t was hot tall
the second quarter of the eightcenth century that he
was able to construct a hereditary principality out of
s last viceroyship m the Deccan In all this con-
stitution we are reminded of nothing so much as of
King Ahasuerus on the throne in Shushan the
palace, with his princes and servants, the power of
Persia and Media, and the nobles of the provinces
being before him , when he showed the riches of his
kingdom , and there were hangings of white eloth, of
green and of blue fustened with cords of purple to
silver rings and pillars of marble, and the thrones
were of gold and silver upon a’pavement of porphyry
und white marble and alabaster’[Rev Vers of Bible,
Esther, i. 3, 6] Here the provincial satraps would
seem to have been in attendance usually they would
be represented by agents
Such was the Mughal Empire in its pulmy state.
When Bernier left the country there appeared no
symptom of decadence, unless a pecuharly shrewd
observer might have noted the ehange in the personal
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character of the sovereign. Inferior to none of the
great Sulténs, from whom he was descended, in codr-
age or application, ‘Alamgir, known to us by his
private name ‘Aurangzeb, was, In some vital respects,
unfit to carry on their system With Hindu wives
and mothers they had been tolerant, almost Catholie,
in their ideas, and of jovial manners. The Emperor
‘Alamgir was the son of a Persian mother, known 1n
het lifetime for £ fanatical and persecuting temper.
The youngest of a large fainly, he bad carved out his
own fortunes by audacity, suspicion and mtngue, of
austere and frugal habits, he had greatly curtsiled
, the expenses of the C'ourt, had put down much of its
traditional display, and even discontinued the bi-
weckly appearance at the palace window where his
predecessors had Lcen accustomed to 1eccive the re-
spectful grectings of the common people. Finally, he
pursued the dream of umversal empire without the
necessary accompanunents of conciliation, and revived
the hated poll-tax upon his Hindu subjcets which had
been suspended ever since the days of Akbar, re-
mindjng us 8f his contompora.ry mn France and the
revocation of the Edict of Nantes
Thus his conquests in the Deccan only encouraged
Maréthé presumption and bred perpetual trouble, so
that, when he was entombed at Aurangibdd, in 1707,
he had be®n to the last breath haunted by remorse and
anxiety, by the disputes of s sons, and by the cares
a.nsmg out of his annexations At last, in 1713, the
government of the new Sibalk fell into the hands of
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Hosain Ali, one of the king-making Sainds . This
myn left the province in charge of his kinsmen while
he directed the affairs at Delhi; the conception
of forming a remote viceroyship into a dynastic
principahty, however unconstitutional, was obvious, as
matters then went, and it was soon adopted by an
abler aspirant. This was an ofticial more resembling
what 1n Europe is considcred & man of high birth
than is usual 1n Musalmén countries, being the sor of
Firoz Khén, a Turkmin of distinguished rank, who
had held high commands 1n the Deccan for half a
century. The son, onginally known as Kawnr-ud-dm
Khén, bad assumed the title of ¢ Asaf J&h' and the
oftice of Prime Mmister to the Emperor Muhammad
Shéh, 1n January i1721. In a httle more than three
years he had thrown up m disgust an office which
the levity of the young monarch hindered him from
discharging to lus satisfaction, and had ropaired to
the Dcccan. where he founded the State which stall
subsists under the name of * The Nizém’s Domnions *
Nominally, it was the Siibah erceted on the ruins of
the old Musalmfn kingdoms ; but in the decline of the
Einpire it became a hereditary and quasi-independent
province, though the ruler never took the royal tatle,
but continued to retamn the styls of an Imperial
Viceroy, as ‘ Nizéin-ul-milk,’ which his descendant
stall bears. u

! The ‘Setads’ of Elplunstone, properly Sayid = ¢a prince,” or
‘ descendant of the Prophet® It 18 1 this secondary sense alone
that the word 18 used in India The fatle of the famous * Cid’ of
Spain 18 an 1nstance of the pimary meaning

L
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Asaf Jgh wes a veliant and prudent ruler. The
Mardthds had been granted a tribute from the
provinoce, and this he was unable to withhold But
he suceeeded in effecting an arrangement by wirtue of
which this tribute was to be collected by his own
officers and paid to the Marfithds out of his treasury,
so that he saved the commission hitherto charged by
the Maréthd collectors wlule lus people were spared
the visitations of # double collecting agency

This, however, may be regarded as the culminating
period of the Hindu ascendency in Mahdrfishtra. The
civil administiation was under a completo political
hicrarchy The nominal head, under the Réjd, was
*a sort of chanecllor. entitled IPratenedhi; but there
was a council of state called the Asht pardhdn, or
‘Council of Exght,’ of which the President, or Mukh-
pardhdn,bore the title of Lesland , and, shartly before
the foundation of the Nizfm’s power at Haidaribid
the then Peshw4, Bilaji Viswandth, had, by con-
spicuous busmess abihities, hecome 1 effect the first
person 1 the goveinment  Ho died 1n 1720, and was
succaedcd by lus cllest son, Béyi Rio, who carried on
his oomplmatad system  The Pratimdhi, Sripat Réo.
maintained for some time his constitutional position
as chief admimstgator; but being opposed to the
extension of the Mardthd empire ho lost influence,
while the Peshwi, by giving lus attention to military
reform, fascinated both Rij4 and people, and became
by rapid degrees the leader of the confederacy. He
was tho first to show the path by which M4dhava
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Sindbia afterwards rose to supremacy; the Mughal
Empire, he said, was a withered trunk: let them
strike at this and the boughs would fall of them-
-selves Accordingly, while retaining the twofold
organisation of the cavalry!, he reduced that force
to & governable condition; while he established a
body of infantry which, with a due proportion of
guhns, should give consolidation and steadiness to
the army.

The first step in the ambitious projects to which
Bijf Rfo committed his willing sovereign was the
conquest of the nch province of Milwéd. This, which
had formed part of a former viceroyship of the Nizém,
had been transferred by the Emperor to a Hindu
Sibaddr, R4jf Girdhar Rai, when the Nizdm went to
Haidarébid, and the enterprising Mardthi leader
now proceeded to invade it with the connivance of the
dispossessed Nizém In the campaign which ensued.
two of his principel officers were the S:lldddrs, or
leaders of partisan horse, named, respectively, Mal-
hérji Holkar and Réno)i Sindhua and to them the
Peshwd issued pstents authorising them to levy the
usual Marfthd tnbute, and to retain a moiety for the
payment of their troops. The war began in 1727;
but was interrupted by a quarrel with the Nizém, of
which the ultimate result was that the Peshwé got
the better of his rivals; and, although the Nizim
himself escaped ruin, the power of B4j{ Réo was

"Mm,orpddhommen,md Sﬂladdu.orlendmofl.nilihn
cavalry
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established as supreme in the Marithf Government.
The conquest of MAlwé soon followed, as will be ng-
lated presently.

The Peshwés henceforth became a dynasty of here-
ditary Presidents of the Confederacy, or United States
of Southern’India. In 1751 the Mariithés had become
masters of Mdlw4 and Orissa, and drew their 25 per
cent from the revenues of Bengal Calcutta, the
Bntish Factory, was threatened, and the ‘Marfithd
Diteh’ was dug as a part of the works for its pro-
tection. It was the strengthening of these fortifications,
indeed, which provoked the Mughal Nawéb five years
Jater and led to the Black-Hole and all 1ts momentous
consequences.

Meanwhile the invasious of the Persians and
Afghéns had brought the Court of Delln to complete
prostration. Then followed a chronie feud between the
two great partics of immigiant nobles who contended
for the wreck of the Empire. The Persian party, or
‘Lords of Irfin, were headed by Safdar Jang, of
Oudh, while the Tuikmdns, or ‘1 ords of Tirdn,’ were
led by a nephew of the Nizim, called Ghézi-ud-din
The ]\luﬁtbés under Holkar joined with the Jéts, on
the side of the former party, but they were worsted
Ghézi-ud-din then deposed the Emperor, and proceeded
to set up another Emperor, by the title of ‘ Alamgir IT
(1754). =

The convulsions of the Muhammedan power in
Hindustdn were witnessed with sorrow by a great
warrior of that faith, the famous Ahmad Shéh Abd4li,
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who had founded the Durdnf Empire west of the
Indus after the death of Nadir Shdh. At the head of
a body of Afghén horsemen Ahmad, advancing from
Kandahér, swept through the Punjab, and armved at
Delhi about the beginning of the ycar 1757 Accom-
penied by Nayfb Khin—a Pathin Chief ‘who was 1n
seeret coriespondence with the invader—Gh4zi-ud-din
the Turkmén minister marehed out to encounter the
mnvader, and so complecte was the 13olation into which
his character had brought him, that he enly learned
his true powition when he heheld the greater part of
his army follow Najib into the enemy's lines, where
they were reccived ns cxpeetrd guests He then
hastened to make lus peace with the Ahddl, and
gave lum the md of lus officors and men m collecting
from the J4ts and other mhaintants of the surround-
mg country a tribute which could hardly be distin-
gushed fiom plundet  Having, then, dramed the
aitizens of Dellu of whatever had been left by Nadir
Shéh the Afghins departed mn the begmmng of
winter Defore Jus depaitwie ther leader appointed
Najib to the post of Amir-ul™Amaras and enjoined
upon hun the duty of protecting the feeble old Ewnperor
But Ghizi-ud-din was too strong for the new mimster,
whom he expelled by foice when Ahmad was well
gone, and, incited by Ghéizi, a Maifithd force of
cavalry under two of the sonms of Rinei Sindhia
proceeded to attack Najib in his own fief and hem
him into Rokilkhand Master of Delh1 Ghézf-ud-din
proceeded to oppress the Emperor and his family.
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The Crown Prince, Ali Gaubar, saved himself by
flight, but the infamous young Turkmén murdereg
the inoffensive Emperor (30 Nov. 1759). The fugitive
Prince assumed the title of B&dshéh (Emperor) under
the protection of Shujfi-ud-daul4, the Newdb of Oudh
and hereditary Wazir of the Empire; and the Afghdn
leader returned to his cantonment of Antipshehr, on
the Upper Ganges The Nawsb Wazir coalesced with
Nejib to oppose the Maifthis, and Ghéz-ud-din,
finding his position no longer temable, ¥ook refuge
with the Jéts of Bhartpur!®

! IIe died n fagitive and an outcast, about the y(ar 1Boo,



CHAPTER 11

SiNDHIA AT PANfPAT
a

IT was mentioncd above that in 1759 the Marfithfs
in Hindustén were under the command of two sons
of Rénoji Sindhia. These were Dattdji and ‘ Madhoji,
or Midhava Rdo, two young men who had already
distingmshed themsclves against the Fremch and
their ‘Nizém’ in the war of 1751 Of the former of
these we ghall have nothing further to record he
endeavoured to secure the fricndship of Najfb and
the Rohillis in the cvent of any conflict with Ahmad
Shéh that might be approaching, end he then went
off to the Punjab accompamed by Malhér Rio Holkar,
to meet the Afghins by whom they were defeated
and forced to fly, though not till Datt4;i had fallen.

The heart of the exhausted Empire had now almost
ceased to beat. Never in modern times has a
civilised country fallen into such & condition. The
state of France during tho Hundred Years War was
bad enough, but there was still a centre of royalty
and a spark of patriotic spirit left, among the govern-
ing classes, if the people at large had lost hope. Here,
the ruin of the government had been graduel and
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soon became final, There was not only no class of
society left to make bhead against foreign invasion, but
there was none loft to heal the wounds of the body
politic when foreign invaders should depart. It may
seem that we are witnessing a combat of kites and
crows; but at least there is something tragic in the
aspect of so vast and famous a land extended as a
helpless prize for their contentions.

In the meantime*the Deccan, though less inactive,
was not much more prosperous. If Hindustén lay like
a moribund carcase, the south of India flamed like a
volecano. To compensato for the failure of his forces
in the north, the new Pcshw4, Bflaji, had sent his
cousin, Sheodfisheo Rdo, commonly called ‘the Bh#o,
to attack the domunions of the Nizdm. The Bhéo
soon obtained possession of the ity of Ahmadnagar,
and the surrounding country; and negotantions began
by means of which the Nizfm ultimately saved the
remnant of his power though by paimnful sacrifices.
Flushed with this success, the Bhdo next propesed to
carry out the design of the deceased Bdji Rfo, to
drive the Musahnéns Jut of Hindustén and acquire the
universal rule of India for the Marfithfs. The scheme
looked feasible. The Maréthd army no longer con-
sisted merely of foraying spearmen and light guerilla
rders; it included a large forco of well-mounted
cavalry drewing regular pay from the State, and a
considerable body of infantry imbued with French
discipline. B#ji Réo’s design seemed about to be
realised .

02
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Among the foremost leaders of his army had been
Rénoji Sindhia, who had risen from e humble position ;
who had been succeeded on his death by his grandson
Jankoji; and whose illegitimate son, Médhava, has
been mentioned as operating in Hindustin when his
brother Datt4)i was killed by the Afghdns Médhava,
born about 1730, now accompanied his nephew at the
head of the contingent of cavalry furnished by the
clan from their heroditary fief in i{orthern Mélwé.

Flushed with the pride of youth and conquest the
Bhéo, accompanied by Viswis Réo, son of the Peshwi4,
moved out of Poona in Scptember, 1759, in all the
pomp of a Mughal General s camp, enriched with
the plunder of the Deccan Musalméns, was on a scale
of splendour hitherto unknown to the Marithés. * The
lofty and spacious tents,” says Grant Duff, ‘hned with
silks and broadcloths, were surmounted by great gilded
ornaments, conspicuous at a distance .. Vast numbers
of elephants, flags of all descriptions, the finest horses,
magnificently caparisoned seemed to be collected
from every quarter . .1t was an imitation of the more
becoming and tasteful array of the ‘Mughals in the
zenith of their glory’ Nor was this pomp the only
innovation Originally irregular horsemen, armed with
long bamboo lances, carrying fuod, forage, bedding,
and stable-gear; making sudden dashes on baggage-
guards; galloping fifty miles after & ‘repulse, and
ready to form and fight again next day; the Marfthé
horse now formed a compact body of 20,000 chosen
cavaliers ; with & train of artillery, and a division of
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10,000 musketeers and gunners, disposed in battalions
and field-batteries. This latter division was under &
Musalmién eoldier of fortune, named Ibrfhim Gird: be
had learned French discipline under Bussy, and took
his second name from having commanded that officer's
body-guard at Haidarfbdd, whence he had been
discharged, and immediately engaged by the Bhio.
Many Hindu Chiefs brought thewr irreguler ocon-
tingents to swell tho progress of the advancing army.
Holkar joined i1n MAlw4, the Giekwér led his men
from Gujardt. From Bundelkhand marched Govind
Panth ; many Réjput Chiefs contributed; in Bhart-
pur the celebrated Suraj Mall came m with 20,000
hardy Jéts.

A difference of opinion soon declared itself among
these wvarious elements. Holkar and Suraj Mall,
experienced 1n partisan operations, pointed out to the
Bbfo that it was not by regular warfare that the
Marfithfis had heretofore bafled the armies of the
Musalméns , and they proposed that he should leave
bis camp and foliowers in some strong place, hike
Bhartpwr or Gwalior, whlle he resorted to the traditional
Marithd tactics, These were to waste the country,
to out off convoys, and not to hazard fighting on a
large scale till the ehemy were exhausted by want or
dispersed in search of furnge But the Bhéo rejected
these counséls with disdain, stigmatising Holkar and
Suraj Mall as a couple of goatherds unfit to advise'in
warfate. He had seen the effect of guns and dis-
ciplined troops, in southern campaigns, and he flat-
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tered himself that those advantages were now on his
fide rather than on that of the enemy. The guerilla
experience of Holkar, the bucolic sagacity of the J&t
Chief, seemed to him the timid suggestions of men
ignorant of scientific war. And so the mighty host
moved on to Delhi, where 1t arrived in December
The garrison left there was not strong emough to
guard the walls, and tho Bhfo made his entrance
without difficulty, and prococdé'd to surround the
fortified citadel in which was situated the Imperial
palace. After a brief bombardment it was taken by
escalade, and a sum of seventeen ldkhs (say £170,000)
obtained for the mihtary chest by melting down the
gilver with which after so much spohation, the ceiling
of the audience-hall was stall decorated

In the meantime the Durini Shéh was busily
engaged, in his Cantonment at Anfipshahr, employed
upon the organisation of the forces of Islm. All that
spring he waited, with the patience of & consummate
leader, and employed himsclf in preparing the Rohillis
Najib was urgent that the co-opcration of the Oudh
Nawéb Shujs-ud-daulé should be secured at vhatever
cost: but he showed that the negotaation would be
difficnlt’. The Lords of Irin bhad always shown a
disposition to side with the fiatives against the
Turanian, or immigrant, party who represented foreign
conquest; and their dissidence of creed, as Shiahs,
would further operate to weaken the crescentading

! It was believed that the Bhio, on taking possession of Delhs,
had made Viswis Rio Emperor with Shuyd as Wazir.
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fervour. The Shéh, perceiving the force® of these
arguments, begged Najib to go to the Nawib andl
persuade him to make common cause with the
defenders of the faith; and in this mission the
shrewd partisan was completely successful. Shujé
determined on taking the plunge. he placed his
family in careful eustody at Lucknow, and returned
with Najib to the camp of the Shéh by whom he
was warmly welcothed. Shortly after, almost before
the cessation of the monsoon, the united force broke
up from Anfpshahr and slowly moved, through miry
ways, towards the left bank of the Jumna.

The Bhfo, on this, opened negotiations with Shujé,
in the hope of detaching him from his now alliance.
But the prudent Na)ib was cver at s convert's
elbow; and, with whatever negotiations the Bhfo
might be amused, all the correspondence was shown
to the Pathin leader!. The Sh#h's chief minister
was also consulted, and was, for his own part, not
indisposed to grant terms to the Hindus. Some
partition of the country seems to have been discussed ;
but Ngjfb hall too wuch at stake to allow of his
favouring any accommodation and the only result
of these negotiations was that the shaken confidence
of Suraj Mall was «o destroyed that he shortly after

1 Pathdn, or Rohill4, meant, in those days, much the same, viz.
an Indian Afghén ; but as Nayfh did not belong to the confederacy
of the Rohilld Province 1t will avoid confugion fo call hum a
‘Pathin’ He had marriod a daughter of Dundi Khén, Chief of the

Bohulls, but his own fief was about Sahdranpur, on the oppomte
side of the Ganges.
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withdrew fo his own'country. At length arrived the
Basahrd, regarded in Indie as the termination of the
monsoon and a convenient, as also an auspicious, time
for the beginning of & momentous enterprise. The
Bhéo, accordingly, marched up the Jumna, and cut up
a detached Afghdn post at Kunjpurd, about eighty
miles to the north of Delly, the 20th Oetober, 1760.
The river was still bﬁmm1ng with sutumnal floods,
when the indignant Shéh threw hik main army aeross
the river to punish this act of audacity. On the
afternoon of the 26th a skirmish took place at
*Sonpat, whence the Afgléins drove the Hindu army
northward until 1t found shelter under the walls
of Pénfpat. In this position tho two hosts faced
each other for tho next two months, during which
time the wisdom of the advice tendered, tho year
before, by Holkar and the J4t Chicf became abun-
dantly menifest. But it was now the Maidthds who
were pent up and threatened with scarcity, while
the light horse of the Musalméns wasted the country
and deprived their enemies of the mesns of sub-
sistence, besides cutting up detached parties. among
these was Govind Panth, who was surprised while
foraging, and slain with 1000 of his men, near Meerut
In an action on the 23rd December Najib lost jcoo of
his Robillfs.

At last came the ;67—?}1- of January 1761, when
the Bhéo, after & midnight council, sent off & last
mesaage to Shujé: but before he could receive an
answer the Marfthds lost patience. At daybreak,



SINDHIA AT PANIPAT 41

having eaten their last rations, they issued from their
lines, with dishevelled turbans and faces smeared witlt
turmerie, as men devoted o death.

The Afghin army conmsisted of 28,000 heavy
cavalry; men-in-armour mounted on big Turkmén
horses. With them was an equal number of Rolllé
horse, and a force of about 38,000 Hindustfini infentry
—matchlockmen and pikes—while eighty heavy guns
protected the posithon. The Hindu confederacy had
suffered, by losseg 1n skirmishing, and by desertions,
but had still an 1mmense cavalry and artillery, besides
the regulars on fcot. The whole number within their #
hnes has been estimated at 3co,000, but this total
includes the camp-followers The fighting men who
came forth that morming probably amounted to ndt
much more than 70,000 or, at the utmost, 8o,000
good troops, with 200 guns besides a great supply of
rockets (Elphinstone, p. 747). They had a multitude
of light troops besides, who, however, would not count’
for much 1n a mélee. They marched in an oblique
line, with their left thrown forward, and guns ad-
vanced.. The Bhéo was in the centre, with the
household troops. The cxtreme right consisted of
cavalry under Holkar and Sindhia. The division
of regular foot, undar Ibrdhim Gérdi, formed the left
wing, with a couple of battalions bent back so as to
form a half square.

On perceiving the advance the Shéh formed a
similar hne, of which the part consisting of Najib and
the Rohillés was on the left, opposite to Sindhia and
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Holkar. The Nawib of Oudh with 2000 ecavalry
éame next, and then a strong body of cuirassiers under
the Afghin minister Shdh Wali Khén. In the centre
were the Rohilld horse under H4fiz Réhmat and other
of their chiefs. The right, composed of two Persian
brigades of cavalry, faced the GArdi. Two more
divisions of cuirassiers, massed upon either wing,
formed the reserve, under Afghéin generals ; and these
were the flower of the Musalmdn host. The Shéh
directed the operations from the rear,

The guns of the Mardthés sent their shot over the
advancing ranks of the enemy ; but no sooner had the
armies olosed than the value of the French discipline
appeared. Having defeated the attack of the Persian
cavalry, Ibrihim turned upon the Rohillds with such
effeot that 8000 of them were quickly disposed of ; and
for three hours the Gérd: held the field. Shuji was
paralyzed, so that he neither fled nor fought. The
corps between him and Najib was that of Shdh Wah
in the centre, who had his line broken by & charge of
the Bhéo 1 person. He was dismounted, and was now
1n sore straits, and sent to ufge Shujd to come to his
support. In later wars the Nawdb was to show that
he did not want for soldiership, even when engaged
with the British; but this was ‘his first experience,
and he does mot seem to have been equal to the
occasion, Meanwhile, the sagacious Najib had re-
course to the expedient of erecting earthworks; and
he was heard to say that, ‘ he, for one, could not afford
to make any blunders” Till noon he contintied to
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keep off the attacks of Sindhia’s harse by discharging
rockets from his intrenchment. It is here that we
are to picture our young adventurer, the uncle of
Jankoji Sindhia, fighting by the side of his mephew,
amid the roar of great guns, the whistling of musket-
balls, and the low roar of the rocket-batteries, while
the cries of the followers of Siva and of Vishnu
crossed in the air with those of Din/ Din/ (‘for the
Faith’) from the®other side. The Shsh, from his
rearward watch, saw the crims Brnging up his
two bodies of rescrved cavalry, fiom left and right,
he charged down in support of his threatened centre
At the same moment he sent orders to his two wings
to fall on the flanks of the Hindu army.

This movement began at 1 pm., the fight raged
closely and stubbornly for more than an hour; and
then the famished Hindus began to give way. The
Bhdo, committing his family to Holkar's protection,
turned his charger’s head and galloped from the field.
Holkar, taking the lint, and relying on an under-
standing which he always mamtained with the
Rohillgs, retufed. Viswés Rio was killed on his
elephant Among the fugitives was Janardhan Bélaji,
afterwards to be famous as the ‘Nina Farnavis.' The
rest of the battles was butchery. Forty thousand
prisoners were killed on the spot. Other thousands
wandered bver the country till they were overtaken
by the pursuing horsemen or cut up by the people
of the country for the sake of their personal spoils.

Amid the rout of the fugitives young Médhava
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urged on his light Decoan mare, stimulated by the
lebbing paces and roaring breath of a bony north-
country horse behind him on which was mounted a
gigantic Afghdn trooper eager for plunder Long
was the chese, or seemed so to the anxious mind of
the young Mardthd Chief: at length his mare fell at
a ditch that she attempted to clear, and all hope of
cscape was lost. The pursuer came up; and, leaping
from his horse, spat in Sindhia’s lace and dealt him
a blow on the knee which crippled him , then strip-
pwng off his costly apparel and ornaments the Afghén
rode off on the fallen man’s high-bred charger, with-
out doing any further harm.

Jankoji, the then head of the Sindbia clan, was less
fortunate. Taken captive in the lost battle he was
slain ngxt day with a multitude of other eaptives, mn
spite of earnest efforts made in his behalf by the
Oudh Wazir A headless body, found some miles
from the field, was believed to be all that remained of
the once splendid and powerful Sheoddsheo Bhéo; and
the honours of the Hindu cremation were accordingly
paid to those remains at the prayer of the samg noble-
man, Shuji-ud-dauls, whose Indian sympathies have
been already noticed. The gallant Ibrdhim Gardi
was also taken, ecovered with weunds. the Afghdn
leaders reproached bim bitterly for serving the
heathen against his co-rehgionists ; and'he died a
few days later, his injuries being neglected or, as was
believed by some, purposely maltreated. In all these
nuatters the Shia Nawéb, Shujs-ud-daun}é was not by
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any means satisfied with the attention paid to him
by the Shéh who, for his part, set but little value an
the Nawib's assistance. After events were to show
that Shujé was no mean soldier, but in the present
campaign his co-operation certainly appears to have
been somewhat lukewarm.,» He now departed. with-
out showing or recciving any extraordinary tokens of
respect or friendship, and he never again took part
in religious warfar®

The Shéh soon after returned to his own country
but before doing so he proclaimed the absent Shéh
‘Alam, appointing a provisional government to act at
Delhi, at the head of which was Mirz4 Jawan Bakht,
eldest son of Shéh ‘Alam, Najib Khén, with the
title of Najib-ud-dauls, was to be chief minister, for
war and peace, 88 bofore the campaiygn.

The campaign of 1760-1 18 an 1nstance, in the first
place, of the value of generalship and firmness Iake
his ally, Najib the Afghdn Shéh, ¢ could not afford to
make any mistakes’ The Bhfo, on the contrary,
however valiant was arrogent and careless. In its
mihitary and political Sncidents also, it will be found
in many respects deserving of atlention. It is not
only an exemplary mnstance of the height to which
the power of the southern confederacy had grown,
but it is the first occasion of an Asiatic power
using the new 1esources of scientific warfare against
medigeval methods. The latter, it is true, prevailed ,
in spite of the ‘employment of artillery and regular
infantry the ememy won the victory by reiterated
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charges of mailed men-at-arms. Yet, for all that,
the behaviour of the Q(frdis, imperfectly trained
and without European officors as they were, was
sufficiently remarkable to have afforded instruction
to such a mind as the youthful Sindhia's. On his
own future fortunes the.campaign was destined, as
we shall presently see, to exercise a still more direct
mfluence By the temporary depression of their
confederacy it detcrred the Maréithfis from an attack
upon Bengal in which they would probably have
been joined by Shujd and Shéh ‘Alam, and would
perhaps have succeeded 1n extirpating the still slender
and strugghng power of the British Company Had
they been successful in Bengal there would have been
nothing to arrest the Mardthds in Northern India.
Whatever wars might have awaited them in the
South, there would have been no opening for the
peculiar ambition of Mddhava Sindhia; he might
have distinguished himsclf agnainst Haidar or the
Nizfm- but he would ncver have had the oppor-
tunity of coming to an understanding with Warren
Hastings, or of making himselt master of the Mughal
Emprre in Hindustén.

It is for thesc reasons that the circumstances of the
attack on Northern India by the.Poona Government
and its bloody repulse Ly the Afghéns are of so
much moment, occurring when they did. At no
later period, indeed, would the eampaign have been
of the same importance. In a few years after the
rout of Pénfpat the Sikh power had become con-
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solidated. Never again were the Afghins to have
their own way in the Punjab. A few more raids and
incursions were to take place, each less successful
than its predecessor ; and then the new semi-Hindu
confederacy of the Sikhs, the famous Khilsa, was
to settle down, like a wall of concrete, a dam against
the encroachment of the Northern flood. And not
only so, but the formation of the Khélsa wall not
only kept out the @ude of invasion, but it produced
a still more uncxpected and, even yet, little-noticed
change. From the mddle of the sixteenth century
there had been a constant immigration of individual
adventures from Turkestin and Persia, which had
furmshed the Mughal Fmpire with great philosophers,
beautiful princesses, brave generals, and able politi-
cians and statcsmen This system of more peaccful
invasion also was now to cease  After the half-
dozen Mughul Chiefs now 1n the country had passed
away there were to be no more of thoso powerful
mdividuahties to lead the more phable characters
of Hindustin and shape the fortunes of the people.

For the present, Najib-ud-dauld, onc of the last
of these “immugrants, was supremo at Delhi Of the
Hindu hosts who had entcred the capital cighteen
months ago, hardly 2 fragment was loft to struggle
home to the Deccan. Hindustin was saved, but
8o a8 by fire, dehvered, but quite demoralised. Of the
condition of the harassed inhabitants we may form
some notion from the language of & mnative writer
quoted by the historian of Réjputéna.
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‘The people of Hindustfn, at this period, thought
conly of personal safety and gratification. Misery was
disregarded by those whd escaped it. and man,
centred solely in self, felt not for his kind. This
selfishness, destructive of virtue both public and
private, became universal in Hindustén after the
invasion of Nddir Shéh, nor have the people become
more virtuous since, and conscquently are neither
more happy nor more independent’ (Tod's Rajasthan)

Meanwhile the Mardthd confederacy had sustained
a shock which was likely to deter its members from
again disturbing the peace of Hindust4n for some time
to come. With the lusses 1n preliminary engagements,
the slaughter on the field, and the subsequent
massacres of prisuners by the Afghéns and of fugi-
tives by tho peasantry of the surrounding villages, it
was estimated that three-fourths of the grand army
had disappcared according to Grant Duff ‘nearly
two hundied thousand Maidthés perished 1n the
campaign’

An effort had been made to save them and secure
success. During the mne or ten wecks for which
the Bhéo had been blockaded at Pénfpat reports of
his condition had reached his cousin at Poona. The
Peshwé was a voluptuary, but not destitute of spint
and he seems to have donc his best to succour his
kinsman and his son In December he set out from
Abhmadnagar, with such forces as he had been able to
ocollect- and he had reached the Narbadé when he
was accosted, on his march across that stream, by a
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,messenger sent express by & banker attached to the
army, hurrying with news to the banker’s correy
spondents in the Dececan. Tearing open the letter
carried by this man the Peshwéd read the ominous
words: ‘Two pearls bave been melted ; twenty-seven
gold mofirs have been lost of silver and copper the
totals cannot be cast.up” In this figurative language,
employed for prudential reasons, the Peshw4 discovered
a too true desciiptidn of the ruin that had overtaken
his officers and men

Presently tho scattered fugitives began to triekle
nto the camp, and to confim the terrible tidings
Grief and despan took possession of hgh and low.
Sadly the Peshwi gave orders for the homeward
march of the now useless reinforcements his health
of mind and Lody, elrcady shaken by his self-in-
dulgent habits, rapidly gave way in June, 1761, he
'died at Poona of ‘a broken heart’ He was succeeded
in the Presidercy of the Marithd States by his
second son, Mddhava Réo, the namcsake of Sindhia.

In the following pages we shall try to unfold the
cheracter and conducv’of the great man who, thus
nursed in foraying, disastor, and anarchy, and exposed
for the greater part of his life to all sorts of hostile
attacks and intrigues, was to make & successful inroad
on this state of unlaw, and to restore the begmnings
of prosperity to an afflicted people.

It has been mentioned that M4dhava was an
illegitimate son of the deceased Patel and slipper-
bearer, Rénoji Sindhia. The famly of Rénoji is

D
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believed to have been of noble origin, a younger
dranch of one which held the Chieftainship of
Kanerkhair, some sixteen miles from Sétéra, and who
had held a mansub, or military peerage, under the
Mughal Empire. But the father of Rénoji had fallen
upon evil days he had become & Patel, or village
manager, and his son had been fain to take service as
& private trooper 1n the Pugak, or body-guard, of the
Peshwé Bilaji Viswanith Employed to take care of
the shppers of his master during any intcrview that
the latter might have with the R#d)4, 1t was Rénoji's
duty to present them when the Peshwd came out
again. On one occasion of this kind the interview
was long, and the Patel weary, so that he fell asleep
at his post but the Peshwé on emerging from the
Presence was struck by finding that, even 1n his sleep,
the faithful attendant had hold of the shoes in both
hands, with which he clasped themn to his breast.
Fiom that moment the Patel's fortune was made, and
he became an officer of rank with a Jaiger, or military
fief, in Northern Mélwd, where ho fixed his head-
quarters at the famous old Hindu town of Ujain, the
capital of the legendary Vikraméditya. Tlus provinee,
as already mentioned, bad been formeily held by Asaf
Jéh, the founder of the existing dynasty of Haidardb4d ;
when he went to conquer the Deccan in 1721 the
province passed from one official to the other until,
m the decrepitude of the Empire, an attempt was
made to produce a valid viceroy in the person of Jai
Singh II, the loyal and learned Dhir§j of Jaipar.
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About the middle of the century Bélajf Bji Réo, the
third Peshw{, whose defeat and death have been juste
described, finally obtained possession, under the
pretence of holding it as & vassal of the now meribund

mpire. But the Peshwf was too busy with other

airs, more remote and more important 8o he
presently proceeded to parcel out his newly acquired
terrtory, granting the southern portion to Malhdr J1
Holkar, and the norfhern to Réno)f Sindlna.

Rénoyf, the original Patel and shoe-bearer, had fixed
his capital as we have seen, in Northern M4lw4, where he
flied (at some undetermined per1od) leaving five sons
Médhava, the subject of our memorr, being 1llegitimate,
ind the youngest but ome All his brothers died
before Pinipat or in that action, so that, by the time
we have reached, the mmmed fugitive loft to die on
Ehe wayside by his Afghén pursuer was the last of his
mce. The family, however, was saved from extinetion
by the opportune arrival of a Musalmin water-carrier
friving a bullock ¢n whose back was the pakdl, or
8x-skin, used for transporting water “This man,
whose negne was Réna Khdn, hfted the wounded
§}hief to the back of the bullock and conveyed him

& place of safety for which piece of humanity

ultimately received a munificent reward The

poung Sindhis, who never forgot either & benefit or

b wrong, always called the Musalmin waterman his

"brother’; and, on the latter entering the mihtary

lervice, watched his career to such purpose that

Rénd Khén rose, to be a general officer and com-
D2
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manded armies in several subsequent actions of im-
*portance,

Af the time of these tragic events, Midhava Rio was
about thirty years of age, but the fact that he was
not born in wedlock has operated fto keep the exact
date and place of his birth uncertain. Being now the
only capable representative of the clan, ke obtained,
though not without some difficulty, the succession to
his father's fiefs and the commantl which was involved
1n their possession. The old school of officials opposed
him on account of his 1illegitimacy , and 1t is said that
this circumstance caused him to conceive a prejudice
against his own countrymen and to show a strong
preference for forcigners when he came to eomstruct
a civil and mhtary admmstration. He displayed
symptoms of insubordination, too, and ran a great
risk of punishment for lingering at Poona when
ordered to join the army aftex the death of his
old comrade Holkar the ecircumstances, however,
were not altogether discreditable to Sindhia.

Malhdrji Holkar, who was originally a shepherd,
had distinguished himself in the wars that led to the
oceupation of Milwé. After the battle of Pénfpat, in
1761, he returned to Milw4, and died there about four
years after, leaving his fief te be administered by
Ahalya B4y, the widow of his son and guardian of his
infant grandson, of whom she was the mother. This
lady, of whose remarkable talents and virtues we
shall speak more fully hereafter, selected as her
residence the pleasant village of Indore, where she
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began building in 1770, and which is now a populous
city, and the capital of the Holkar State. Before,
that period there had been several other ohief towns,
at various times, such as Kampil, Sérangpur,
and Méndu, all of which have long since fallen into
decay

The grandson of Mulhdrji did not long survive hum,
and the Poona Regent, Rughnith Réo—known in
Enghsh historios as ® Ragobs ’—called on the dowager
to adopt & male heir to the State and property of the
House of Holkar But the lady refused, declaring that
she would carry on the admmstration herself. On this
Rughnéth, who wiclded provisional power at Poona,
threatened to make an amnned attack upon the widow
and daughter-in-law of s feudatory with the olyjcet
of plundering ber property and destaoying the power
of the House. But Madhava refused to act against the
family of his deccased comrade, and since he held a
principal command, and since the Bhonsla of Négpur
j0ined in his opposition, the Regent was obliged to
desist from the nefailous enterprise

The rqute of the army collected by the Regent was
accordingly diverted Placed under the nominal eom-~
mand of the Quarter-Master-General, one Visf)i Knsﬁm,
the expedition was denceforth directed against the
meagre dominions of Delhi, then under the protection
of Najfb-ud-dauld But Sindhia was not the man to
draw chestnuts out of the fire for others. He was
already laying the foundation of sovereignty in
Central India, where his fief was; end, being in
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command of a choice body of 15,000 cavalry, he soon
.made himself virtual master of the territories between
the Narbad4 and the Chambal.

In 1769, however, he joined his forces to those of
the Quarter-Master-General, and sided in a syste-
matic plunder of the Jits of Bhartpur. This is not
the place for a detailed account of that remarkable
race which bas long inhabited the land of the Hindus;
among them but scarcely of them, industrious in
peace, tenacious in war, and maintaining thewr
peculiar tribal customs They first made their ap-
pearence in the Indus valley, whence they spread
westward by the time of Tamerlane, who records
that they were Musalmins in name but uncqualled
robbers by nature In the reign of ‘Alamgir they had
got as far as Agra and Bhartpur, and 1n the Punjab
had amalgamated with the Khattris to form the Sikh
community. In 1684 and again m 1691 expeditions
were sent against them by the Imperial Government,
1n opposing which they chose one Chiirdéman, the lord
of Sinsani, as their leader, who was killed 1n battle
in 1720. Chirdman's grandson weas Suraj Mall,
whom we saw advising the Bhéo in 1760 and saving
himself from the ruin that he foresaw. With the aid
of these sturdy yeomen Najib for some time made
head against the Maréthé general's attacks; especially
in 1765, when another column of the Marfths army
was at the same time driven out of the country of
Cawnpur by Colonel Carnac. But the Jéits were
never famous for their generosity ; and no sooner
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were the Marithds expelled than they thought the
opportunity good for taking their share in the pickingg
of the carcase. Suraj Mall had obtained possession
of the imperial city of Agra with its great fortified
palace; he also took several strong places in the
Mewdt Hills S.W. of Delhi and: was threatening
the valley of the Upper Jumna. At this time he had
engaged the services of Sombre (Walter Reinhardt)
the famous condotsiere, with a battehon of trained
Sepoys, & detail of artillery and about three hundred
Europeans of various nationalities But the Ulysses
of Delh1 was a match for the Autolycus of Bhart-
pur, the Jét Chief was killed, and his men were
beaten back into the Bhartpur country before the end
of 1765. They next attacked the Jaipur Réjputs,
and, being agan worsted, were deseited by Sombre
who never remained long with & faling cause.
A period of confusion 1n the Jit State followed , but
the youngest son of Suraj Mall at last became Réjé,
or Thékur as they called hum; and under im the
Jét power still extended from Agra to Alwar, with a
revenue of two imlhohs sterhng and an army of
60,000 men

Early m 1967 the Sikhs threatened Najib, ‘but
this only brought down the Afghéns, who overran
the Pupjab under Ahmad Shéh. The Shéh halted
for some time on the scene of his former victory at
Pénipat, where he confirmed former arrangements,
and returned thence to his own country. Soon after
his departure the Marthé army crossed the Chambal,



56 MADHAVA RAO SINDHIA

advanced through the Jaipur plains which they
wasted, and made the attack on Bhartpur already
mentioned. Having rendered the Jéits submussive
they proceeded to threaten Delhi in 1769 and opened
negotiations with Najib; the immediate object
being that the Marfithfs might, without molestation
from the Musalméns, collect chaut (as their phrase
went)! in the termitories between the Chambal, which
was Sindhia’s boundary, and the Jumna which then
practically maiked off the land remaining under the
direct rule, or influenece, of the Court of Delhi

The army which finally erossed the Narbadd in
1769, under the Quarter-Maste: -General, was reviewed
in Mélw4, after the junction of Sindhia’s troops and
those of the Indore dowager under her able general
Takid)i Holkar. Each of these Chiefs was the leader
of fifteen thousand horse, while the Quarter-Master
himself commanded twenty thousand more, 1nclusive
of the hght marauding cavalry so disastrously known
in later years as ‘Pindtiris’ There was also a large
body of infantry with guns; but the men of those
arms were not Marfithés Somie were natives of Mélwé,
others Hindus from the Dodb. the most valued and
trusted of all being Arabs, and Abyssimians, and see-
faring men from the Conean and the Malabar coast.

*With the exception of the short raid by the
followers of Holkar in 1764-5, this was the first
appearance of & Marithi army in Hindustén eince
the disaster of Pénipat. In the interval many things

! Chaut = a5 per cent., from a word meaning ¢ one-fourth.’
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had happened, including the deposition and expul-
sion of Mir Késim from the Eastern Stibas, and thg
establishment of the Bntish Company’s servants
there in the capacity of civil administrators under
Imperial patent. The fugitive Emperor had been
enthroned under the joint protection of the British
and the Nawib Wazir , and now held faded state in
the halls of his ancestors at Allahfbid, so fallen
that he bad to diseontinue the muse of his palace
band on the remonstrance of the British commandant,
whose repose was disturbed by the baibaric strains
of which an awe-struck European visitor bad onco
declared that he found 1n them * something majestical ’
(Bernier) Weary of these restiamnts Shih ‘Alam was
more than ever ycurning for a restoration to Delh,
and, without taking his British patrons mto the small-
est confidence, he had opcnod ncgotiations with the
leaders of the Mardthis which perhaps involved the
ultimate and real object of their 1cappearance in
Hindustén, where they respeéted the palace and the
person of the Prince-Regent

We are now to ¢ntdr on & most embroled and
con.fusin.g period, of mtrgue and of war, in whieh
considerable demands must, of necessity, be made
upon the attention of the most patient reader. The
only excuse that can be offercd 18 that the period 18
one which, while 1t marks the yradual pacification of
Hindustan, displays the penctration of the great
Englishman who founded the Indian Empire without
conquést and without unnecessary bloodshed.



CHAPTER III

FroM THE RESTORATION OF THFt EMPEROR TO THE
PeAcE oF SaLBfr

THE negotiations opened by the Quarter-Master-
General were conducted by Takajf, the officer who
had, as we bave alrcady seen, been selected by the
widowed daughter-in-law of the son of the deceased
Chief, Malhdér Réo, to carry on the affairs of the
Holkar clan. Though not a member of the late Chief's
family by blood, Takdji assumed the traditionary
policy of the House, a portion of which was slliance
with the Pathéins or nftive Musalméns, of whom the
Rohillis were now the most actively conspicuous
Médhava, on the other hand, was both opPosed to
that class by hercditary impulse and because he
perceived that in Najib, supported by the Pathéns,
be had the most formidable ryval in his ulterior
designs. It would be idle to compare the two men
who now divided the diplomatic direction of Marsthé
affairs as they also did the government of MAlw4.
The leader of the Holkar clan, who held possession
of the southern portion of the provinee resting on
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the range of the Vindhya north of the Narbadf, was
& good officer and a faithful subordinate to the
strong-willed woman who bhad raised him from
obscurity : to him it was sufficient that the immediate
interests of his imistress, and of the Mar&thé con-
federacy at large, should be duly provided for. It
was deemed advisable, in that view, to profit by
the tendered friendship of Najib, who had conquered
the Jéts and mugRt at any time renew the league
of Islém . he had been the manspring of the com-
bination of 1760, and he was an cvident favourite of
the Afghéin Shih to whom he had then been so useful
Najib was mvited to viuit the Marithd camp, which
he did , but he was worn out and knew that he had
not long to live He placed the hand of his son in
that of Tek()i, whose protection he requested, as if he
foresaw how much thet weak and worthless ereature
would need friends He also attempted to conciliate
Sindhia, but here he entirely failed ‘I require revengo,
the latter Chiof said, ¢ for s0 much desolation and so
many deaths, for the blood of my brothers and my
nephewp and my own perpetual mutilation; nor am
I satisfied because my friend chooses to make this
Musalmén noble his brother. Nevertheless, I am the
Peshwé's servant ; amd if he sanctions such an alliance
my part is to obey.’

In holding this language, which is recorded by a
contemporary writer, Sindhia struck the notes which
were the dominant and the subdominant of his tune
from ‘first to last; the preservation of the Marfithd
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confederacy and the observation of his own schemes
and interests.

Najib left the Mardthf camp after making these
arrangements and retured to Najibﬁbﬁ, a town that
he had founded on the eastern side of the Ganges, and
there he died, in October 1470, leaving his estates, and
his post at Delh, to Zdbita Khén, the son already
mentioned. The character of Najib was eulogised
duning his hfetime by M:i Vansittart, Presadent of
the British Settlement 1n Bengal, who rccorded his
opwmnion that Najib-ud-dauld was ‘the only example
1 Hindustén of a character at once good and great.’

In 1770 the Rohilli power was dechning, the
districts which Dunds Khén had acquired in the
Doidb be had been compelled to smrender to the
Marithds , end on his death ho had left the provinee
of Katahr, the present Rolilkhand, n the hands of a
loose federation of Patbfn Chiefs under the Protec-
torate of Hifiz Réhmat Khéin, Their cxpulsion from
the Dosib had been offccted by Médhava, who was
also charged with the repression of the Jéts.

Meanwhile Zibita Khén wis alrcady beginning to
show the fickle falseness of character which marked
the rest of his bref and inglorious career. Whule the
Marithis were levying contributions in Réjputéna,
the J4t country, the Upper Dodb and Rohilkhand, he
made no attempt to conciliate them or to make friends
in other quarters ; but contented himself with keeping
back the revenues due to the absent Emperor and
violating the sanctity of the Delbi palace, that last
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retreat of the great House of Timfr, by intrigues
with princesses of the imperial family. In the
beginning of $771, the palace was occupied by the
Maréthé Chiefs before whom Zsbita fled, retiring to
his northern possessions, whence he began negotiating
with Tak@ji Holkar who was contemplating the
early restoration of the Emperor Shéh “Alam.

That vagrant monarch had, as previously stated,
been pensioned by Clhive after the defeat of the
Nawéb Shujé in 1765. Since that time he had con-
tinued to reside, under Brtash protection at Allahdbdd
with direet admnistrative jurisdiction over the ad-
joining distriets on the N'W But he had never
ceased to dream of a return to Delbi and a revival of
the Empire of his fathers, for the realisation of which
dream he now secmed to sec a favourable opening in
the death of Najib The leading men at Delh, too,
were very weary of the Pathéns, and anticipated from
the restoration of the Mughal monarchy a relief from
Rohills Jicence, and perhaps a renewed chanee of
employment mn public affairs. The Nawéb of Oudh,
on the pther hand, was by no means in favour of the
schemo ; while the British authorities, when 1t was
communicated to them openly, expressed their strong
disapproval. .

In these circumstances Takfji opened negotiations
with the Shdh, or the Shéh with him, through the
mediation of a loose Mughal lord, known only by his
title of Hissém-ud-dauld and by the reputation that
has survived him of having been the Shéh's agent in
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less respectable procuration. There is no record of
Sindhia’s share in the transaction: the only certain
detail that we know is that the Shéh promised to pay
ten ldkhs (say s£100,000) as & present fee to the
Poona darbér; while the cession of the districts which
he had received from the Nawdb under British
influence also probably formed part of the considera-
tion, imphied if not expressed.

Accordingly, disregarding the aflvice of the Brtish
Government and the dissuasions of the Nawdb Shujs,
Shéh ‘Alam. advanced up the Dodb, arriving before
the end of the monsoon at Farukhibdid on the frontier
of Rohlkhand The main body of the Marfthd
army of Hindustén kept order at Delhi and awaited
the Shih’s arrival, but Sindhia, ever active in
forwarding his own great design, marched out with &
chosen force, jorned his Majesty 1n his camp, and
escorted him to the capital, which he entered on the
a5th December, 1771. For the next foew months
Sindhia and the rest of the Marfithd leaders remained
in and about the metropolis, engaged 1n measures of
defence against Zshita Khén, 'who was living at the
head of the Dosib. Here ho had several strong places,
such as Ghausgarh, Sahiranpur, and Sakartdl—where
the Ganges after emerging from the hills first becomes
capable of navigation He had ceased for the time to
profit by the protection of Holkar and was engaged in’
stirring up his kindred on the other side of the river,
the Pathfins of Rohilkhand In that province Zibita
had a fourth strong-hold, Najib4béd, already mentioned
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as the place of his father's death, the citadel of
which was called Pathargarh (the Stone Fortress’),
Hither he retired on hearing of the projected hostilities,
o that he might have the river on his front, and on
his rear the friendly country of the Rohillis. But the
latter were at once neutralised by the action of Shujé-
ud-daulé, the Nawéb of Oudh, whose readiness to
co-operate with the supposed projects of the Emperor
was quickened bye views which he himself was
maturing. In all that was being planned at Delhi it
was the vindictivencss of the Marsthés, directed by
Sindhia, that was really at work; nevertheless, a
restored emperor must be supposed to have some
voice in imperial politics. Moreover, whatever may
have been his own fechngs in the matter, Shih ‘Alam
bad a mipister, for peace and for war, who was cer-
tainly capable of both making and executing enter-
prises of great pith and moment This was Mirzé
Najaf Khén, a Persian immigrant of high lineage and
distingmished ability, the last great type of the class
who, before the Sikhs were strong cnough to bar the
road through the Punyab, had been finding careers in
India ever amce the days of Akbar.

Headed ostensibly by the Shih, who made some
marches with the army, the Marithés marched out of
Delbf 1n 1771, sccompanied by a small but well-
appointed imperial force, consisting of the body-guard
of cadet cavaliers (A/dws a8 they were called?) and the
‘Red battalion,’ a body of regular infantry under a
French officer named Médoe. The passage of the

1o aupp 35
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Ganges was easily effected ; for at that time of year,
pefore the snows on the Him4layas have begun to melt,
the Ganges was fordable at almost all points of its upper
course; and the Rohillés were deceived into believing
that Sindhia and Holkar meant to cross at a point
higher up the stream, where the usual crossing was at
other seasons. Paralyzed by the menacing attitude of
Shujé, the Rohillds withheld their support and Zfhita
hurriedly evacuated Pathaigaih, leaving his family
and the treasure which his father had accumulated
during “ten years of office. His son, Ghulém Kédir
was mutilated and converted into & Zanéna-page in
retaliation for the hberties taken in the palace after
Najib's death ; 1t seemed as if andh.ms rovenge was
beginning

But the fall of the Rohillds was delayed by dis-
sensions among their fues. The Emperor, who had
been treated with but little respect by the Maréthds,
retired to Delhi; and the latter proceeded to admit
the fugitive Zsbita to pardon, and restored the captives
taken at Pathaigarh for a moderate iIndemmty 1n cash.
They then advanced upon Agra where they passed the
rainy season, while the Rohillds opened a negotiation
with the Nawib of Oudh, whose designs they had not
penetrated, and with whose alhjance thoy hoped to
reconstruct the Muhammadan league which had*been,
temporarily, so successful in 1760. By the good
offices of the British Government of Bengal a treaty
was concluded by virtue whereof the Protector of
Rohilkhand bound himself and his brethren to give



THE RESTORATION 65

their support to the Musalmén cause and to pay the
Nawéb forty ldkhs (say £400,000) in four instalmentse
on condition of the Marfthds being excluded from
their province. This treaty, which proved the ruin of
the Rohillis, was concluded on the 19th July, 1772. The
following extract contains the essential clause —

¢ The Vazir’ [Shuji's titular rank]* shall establish the
Rohelas obhging the Mardthds to retire, either peace-
fully or by war IT at any time they shall again
enter the country their expulsion 1s the busmness of
the Vazir The Rohela Sudirs, in puisuanee of the
above, do agree to pay to the Vazir the sum of forty
likhs of rups,” &Ke&e

Violent dissensions among the Rolullis ensued
and the provinee became the scene of terrible confusion
end anarchy. At the same time Zibita, untruc to the
lcague of his co-relimomsts, was making sceret torms
with the Marfthds, he for his part sceking to be
1eplaced 1n the conduet of Delln affarrs, in which the
titular Wazir took no active pait, while the Marithés,
stimulated by Sindhia, wete picparing for another
struggle with the Musalinins  The virtues and abilities
of Mirzé Najaf were ahcady attracting attention, and
Z&bita, 1n plotting against the Muhammadan league,
was also contriving the ruin of a formadable rival

The new allics concerved that their purposes would
be advanced by stirring up trouble in the viewnity of
Delhi, so as to bring the Mirzi into disgrace and
alarm, the Emperor 1nto secking their axd.  With this
view they instigated the Thkur of the Jéts, Ranyit

E
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Swngh, to renew certaip claims upon the distriets on
dhe right bank of the Jumna, just above the capital.
In pursuance of these clains the Jit forces moved
against the fort of Ballabgarh, then beld by a Balfich
Chieftain whom, as 8 Musalmén feudatory, the Mirzd
felt bound to support A Mughal force was therefore
sent from Delhi to check the Jéts, the Mardthés
moved up in support of the latter, and then the
Mirzé himself repaired to the sctne, taking with him
M. Médocs regula infantry.

All these movements and intrigues disgusted
Sindhia, who had no desire that the son of Najfb-ud-
dauld should prosper, or that the Empire should
receive 1t8 coup-de-grdce before he should be in a
Pposition to use 1ts imposing remains for his own objects.
He therefore withdrew with his fine force to Réjpu-
tdna, where he provided the subsistence of his men by
living at free quarters in the country of the Rfjd of
Jaipur.

In the meantime Holkar threw hinself between the
Jit army and the Mirzi, whom he cncountered at
Badrpur, about ten miles S of Delhi. After four
days of obstinate fighting, .1n which discipline vainly
contended against numbers, the Mirzd was over-
whelmed and driven back upon the capital which
both the combatant parties entered together. Holkar
was admitted into the palace by Hissim-ud-dauld,
and the objects of temporary lcague were obtained
Mirz4 Najaf was directed to withdraw, and his office
of Amirul-amra (‘Premier’) was transferred to
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Zébita, while the Emperor made, or confirmed, the
grant of the Lower Doéb to the Marfithfs. These
events occurred in December 1772, just & twelvemonth
after the Restoration Hardly were thoy concluded
when news arrived from Poona which disturbed all
plans. The young Peshwd had not éxercised inde-
pendent authority more than seven years wlen
he died, probably from the effects of a disorder
from which be bdd long suffered, on the 18th
November. The Regency was resumed by s uncle,
Rughnéth Réo, or, as the British called him, ‘Ragoba,’
who was known fo aspirc to the actual Peshwdiship
An era of conflict, perhaps of civil war, was felt to be
at hand tho first thought of the Quarter-Master-
General and the other Chiefs was to reach Poona and
be ready to take a hand n any eventuahtics. Indeed
the new Peshwd himself 1ssued the order for their
recall, feeling that he might nced the support of the
army agamnst the ambitious machinations of hs
uncle

Before either Sindbia or Holkar, howover, made
their way to the capital other devclopments were
taking shape. On goth August, 1773, the new Peshwi
had followed his brother to the funeral pyre, assassin-
ated, as was supposed, by the aspiring Raghuba, who
assumed the title and office of Peshw4 and commenced
hostilities against the Musalméin Chiefs of the south,
Haidar and the Nizém  But, before he could derive
the adyentage he hoped for fiom these gratuitous
attacks upon his neighbours, he was recalled to Poona

E2
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by tidings of an event which threatened all his
‘ambitious projects The party opposed to him had
already taken the precaution of removing the late
Peshwé’s pregnant widow to the security of a
mountain fastness, where she was now safely delivered
of g boy. Thi8 infant was at once proclaimed Peshwé
by the ministers at Poona, and being attacked by
Raghuba, they inflicted on him a c1ushing defeat under
the walls of that city Raghuba fled north to meet the
returning army, and arrived at Indore just as Sindhia
and Holkar, the two Chiefs of Mfilw4, had pitched
their camp there. Both Chiefs promised him their
support; and they then turned aside into Gujarét,
with Raghuba, in ordor to sceure for him the support
of the Gdekwér who ruled that provineco  Their next
measure, suggested probably by Sindlua, was to seek
an alliance with tho Buitish authoritics at Bombay,
then a very minor factory on one of the islands of the
archipelago on the Konkan coast supposed to have
been the Heptunrsia of Amian The Company’s
servants there had long desired to round off the
possessions of their employais by the acqyisition of
the old Portuguese harbour of Bassein and of the
extensive island of Salsette which barred their own
port, and they now, without cohsulting the Governor-
General, promised to furnish Raghuba with British
troops on condition of his obtaining these coveted
places and paymng for the support of the contingent.
So eager, indeed, were the members of the Bombay
Council that they lent Raghuba a force of 1500 sepoys
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without obtaining his formal consent to the equivalent
cession. The places in question, moreover, were of
fair grounds claimed by the Portuguese, and, as goon
as the nature of the negotiations became known at
Goa, the Vieeroy there began to set on foot an ex-
pedition for their recovery. Upon hearing of this
Governor Hornby, without further ado, took sumnfary
possession both of Salsctte and of Bassein.

As we are not tr8cing the history of British India
1t will not be necessary that the reader should be
troubled with detailed comments on these proceodings
it will be enough to obscerve that they were hasty and
ill-conceived Nevertheless, had Mr. Hornhy secured
the sanction and support of the Supreme Government,
to which recent parhamentary enactment had rendered
him subordinate, and had s andaeity been seconded
by due courage and abihity among his nulitary officers,
Raghuba might bave been installed as Peshwd, and
much of the bistory of Médhava Réio Sindhia and
of Hindustdn might have been different from what
1t was.

But, before any active measures could be taken by
Ra.ghuba. end his supporters, the Poona Regency had
been at work upon some of the latter. Holkar's
patroness, the daughtcer-in-law of the late Malhér
Réo, was a lady of singular ability and virtue, whose
sympathies were easily gained for the other widow
and the innocent child of her late sovereign. Sindhia,
also, who at this period usually acted with the
Holkar clan who were his partners in Milwé, with-
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drew from the cause of the usurper. Raghuba was
nnce more defeated, and he fled to the camp of
Colonel Keating at Surat with & slender following,
in December, 1774.

The consequenco was afiesh treaty between Raghuba
and the Bombay factory, stall without the sanction of
the Supreme Government, by which the occupation of
Salsette and Bassein was confirmed with terfitory
yielding a large revenue, in cousideration whereof,
and of a Inrge present payment, the British contingent
was to be doubled in strength  Keating was reinforced
and ordered to march on Poons m oider to instal
Raghuba by foice of arms, and the Regency promptly
ordered out all their available forces to repulse the
movement Tho armies manccuvied about Surat,
and, 1n spite of an almost overwhelming superiority
of numbers, the host of the daibdr of Regeney was
finally encountered by Keating. His own force
was but small, and the troops of Reghuba hampered
rather than assisted their operations In very difficult
ground, at a place called Aras near the head of the
gulf of Cambay, Keating fought a severe action in
which he lost two hundred and twenty-t.;n'o men,
among them seven European officers, and only defeated
the enemy et last by his own intrepidity and the good
behaviour of his small British contingent. This wes
on the 18th May, 1775. In the evening of the 1oth
June he overtook them at Bhaopir, near Broach - but
again the troops of Raghuba encumbered his attack ,
and the army of the Regency escaped during the
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night, throwing their guns into the Narbadf lest
their flight should be impeded.

These things, we may be sure, did not escape the
notice of Sindhia. That shrewd observer was never
slow to learn a lesson, whether in pohities or in war,
and the course of his conduct might have.been at
once detexmined by what he then learned of the value
of diseipline and military conduct, as displayed by
the Britash, had no® their political vaeillations, due to
causes then beyond his ken, mntroduced a disturbing
mfluence Not that Warren Hastings by any means
approved of the doings of the Bombay Government ,
but he felt that they had compromsed British credit
He had to accept an accomplished fact. If you kept
the ceded districts and no one proposed their sur-
render except tho mimstry at Poona, you were bound
to fulfil the terms on which they had been obtained.
But, here again, he was in a mmoiity Francis and
his colleagues, whose resolutions Hastings had no
power to reverse, were determmed to do the things
thet they ought not to have dome while omatting
to do the things thal they ought to have dome. So
Colonel Upton was sent to Poona, as a speaial Envoy
from the Government of Bengal, made supreme by
the Regulating Acteof 1773, and his orders were to
disavow the proccedings of the Bombay Counell,
and to open negohations with the defeated Regeney.
Mistaking Upton's moderation of manner for weaknees,
the Regency took at first high and menscing ground.
But when the Bengal Couneil became informed that
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the terms proposed included not only the surrender
of Raghuba but the restoration of the ceded territory,
that body rejected the claims Eventuslly a com-
promise ensued, certain articles being agreed to
between Colonel Upton, of the one part, and Sukh
Rim Bgpu and his colleagues, of the other, which
were embodied in the Treaty of Purandhar Raghuba
was to be abandoned, if not actually given up, his
army being disbanded Salsette «was to be retained.
so long as the Governor-General might think proper,
the rents of Broach and the surrounding district were
to be given up by the darbér, with & war indemmty
of twelve ldkls of rupees

Naither the Bombay Couneil nor its protégd was
disposed to submit to these conditions The ministers
at Poona soon found that their diplomatic successes
were more apparent than real The moving spint
there was the old Brdhman, Pandit Sukh Rdém Bépu,
a cautious but resolutc man, who had been supported
1n thesc affairs by a young rival who was beginming
to push himself to the front This man, also a
Bréhman, was named P4laji Janardban, better known
by hus official title of * Néna Farnavis’ (v. p. 43). For
purpuses of his own the Néna had acted with Pandit
Sukh Rém and bemng in secrgt the paramour of
Gangd Bsi, mother of the young Peshwé, he was
necessarily & valuable ally It was one of Sindhia's
constant objects to act as umpire between opposing
parties in the Poona darbér ; but, now that opposition
was for the moment ended, he was naturally driven
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into general hostility, the more 8o as he had an old- »
standing grudge against Sukh Rém who had nevey
been his friend

While Poona politics were in this condition Ra-
ghuba's conduct gave rise to fresh complications
Repudiating the Treaty of Purandhar to which he had
of course. been no party, he peremptorily deelined to
disband his troops and repaired to the DBritish station
of Surat, wherc he tvas welcomed and harboured by
the Bombay Government Colonel Upton vainly pro-
tested against what he dcemed an mfiaction of the
treaty Raghuba appealed to the Court of Directors
and Warren Hastings supported the appeal Orders
eventually came out from London, in virtue of which
the articles of the treaty were taaitly abrogated, and
Raghuba was invited to Bombay, where he was received
with honour and ganted a monthly stipend of ten
thousand rupees (November, 1776)

Affurs at Poona bocame morc and more com-
plicated  Early in 1777 a Fiench adventurer, named
St Lubin, landed on the coast and represonted himself
to the ministers at Pocna as an ambassador from
the Court of Vorsailles Elated by this unexpected
alliance, the Nfina began to give offence to s col-
leagues Sukh Rimstook alarm and joined with other
powerful personages m a scheme for the restoration of
Raghuba, with which object negotiations were opened
with the Bombay Government As Tekfiji Holkar
espoused the quarrel and lent the aid of his troops,
the Néna, who was not by nature a fighting man,
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judged it prudent to retire; and the Bombay Council,
with the approval of the Supreme Government, which
sent a force under Colonel Leslie to operate in support,
declared the intention of restoring Raghuba by force
of arms.

In this conjunction of events Sindhia recovered s
favourite position of umpire He was at no time per-
haps, certainly not at this time, on terms of personal
hostility towards the Néna. Towards Sukh Rém, on
the other hand, he was never friendly With Takfijf
Holkar he had many ties of comradeship and old asso-
ciation. He at once threw all his power and influence
mto the Néina’s side of the scales Accompanied by
the famous Har Panth, and having detached Holkar
from the side of Sukh R4m, he marched upon Puran-
dhar, and restored the Nédna to office, on the 8th June,
1778.

Stull, things were far from loohing bad for Raghuba's
cause, under orders from home, it was warmly
espoused by both the Governments of Bombay and
Bengal. Undaunted by the restoration to power of
the Néna Farmavis, unmndful of the Treaty of
Purandhar and of the fact that they had no right
to interfere sinco St. Lubin had been dismissed from
Poona and had left India, and without awaiting the
arrival of the still distant Bengul columnn, the Bombay
aunthorities resolved to attack the Regency without
delay. Assembling a force of 4000 men, of whom a
fourth part consisted of Dritish troops, they gave the
command to & valetudnarian of ripe years but raw
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experience, named Egerton. To ensure therr views
being enforced they associated with him a member
of therr own body, General Carnac, who had left
Bengal with o not too brilhant record. Professing
the utmost need for haste they allowed three months
to go by in preparation and in marches of two miles
a day. On the other side Sindhia, having effected a
reconciliation between old Sukh Rém and the Néna,
assembled a strong force on tho top of the Ghdts
On the gth Januamy the Bntish foice arrived at
Talegéion, twenty miles from Poona but it got no
farther The commending officer fell sick, the
military Member of Council lost his head , the eolumn
was bemmed in and cowed into rotreat, officers and
men became demoralised , tho stores were burned, the
guns thrown mto a pond 1t was mamly due to the
courage and conduct of one officer, Captain Iartley,
that the troops were enabled to reach Wadgéon, just
three miles to the rear By the 13th the httle column
had lost three hundred and fifty-two of the original
number, i1ncluding no less than fifteen Kuropean
officers , A convention became necessary, a condition
of which was the extradition of tho Pretender, but
Raghuba saved the British officers this great degrada-
tion by voluntary agreement with Sindhis, to whom he
ultimately surrendered. When the British agent urged
that he had no power to treat for the surrender of
territory, Sindhia rephed by a rapid thrust of debating
dexterity. ‘Show us, then,’ he replied, ‘the authority
by which you have broken the Treaty of Purandhar.’
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Sindhia was urbane and element, but exacted the fullest
surrender possible. The advance of the Bengal column
was to be instantly countermanded. for himself
personally be insisted on the cession of Broach with
a gift of forty-one thousand 1upees as gratuities to
his followers
This disgraceful affair led to unexpected results.
The officers who had caused the disaster and’ signed
the convention were dismissed the Service, the Bengal
column pursued its march towards Central India,
strangest of all, Sindla began to hcesitate in the
scheme, to which he had hitherto shown favour, of a
general combination aganst the British  How far he
was actuated by unwillingness to see the Néna grow
too powerful, how far he had been nnpressed by the
conduct of Hartley and his gallant soldiers, cannot
be accurately determined!. In any case he conmived
at the escape of Raghuba, who rcpaired to British
protection at Broach with messages of goodwill from
his liberator by way of credentials
In the meantime the Bengal colomn was delayed by
the hostility of various Chiefs in Bundelkhand and by
the operations which Coloncl Leslie felt himself bound
to undertake against them But Leshe died in Octo-
ber; and his place was taken by Colonel Goddard
whom Hastings—now suprcme in his own Council—
had already chosen as his successor. Urged by
pressing appeals from Bombay, Goddard hastened on
He crossed the Narbadf 2nd December, and reached
Surat on 6th February, escaping by this promptitude
1o in/ p 197 .
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from encountering a body of 20,000 cavalry which had
been sent from Poona to intercept him. On the 15th
April he opened negotiations with the darbér, on the
basis of the Treaty of Purandhai, with an additional
clause directed against the interference of France
With regard to Sindhia, Goddard was authorised to
offer separate arrangements, as the Governor-General
was sepsible of s humanity i sparng Egerton’s
force at Wadgéon,®and thought he might become a
useful ally for the futurc But Sindlia had not
then quite made up Ins mind, although he had not
scrupled fo avow lus warm appreciation of the British
soldiers

About this time Sukh Rim Bépu fell into the
hands of his encimes, as was suspected by Sindhia's
connivance. He was conveyed from one fortress to
another, and ultunately died at Réagmh Goddard,
for his part, avoided any further interference in the
domestic affans of the Maiithds, and, though he
was treated personally with the utmost hbeiality,
Ragbhuba was not agamn foreed upon an unwilhng
commupity The Nina refused to make peace as long
as Raghuba was not surrcndered, accordingly the
British General, who had now been appointed Com-
mander-in-Chief of» the Bombay army, prepated for
extremities On the 15th February, 1780, Ahmadébéd,
the ecapital of Gujarét, was stormed by the gallant
Hartley—now a Lieutenant-Colonel—and on the 2gth,
Sindhia, accompanjed by Holkar, advanced to Baroda
as if to attack the British forces.
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Still no overt act of hostility took place: and the
hostages whom Sindhia had retained as security for
the fulfilment of the convention of Wadgéon were
restored to hiberty and came into Goddard’s camp on
oth March. Sindhia even attempted to learn from
the General what terms he might expect, but the
reply was to ask him to state his own demands Thus
challenged, Sindhia demanded that he should Be made
Regent at Poona, on behalf of Raghuba'’s younger son,
B4ji Rdo—the same who was afterwards the last of
the Peshwfs As nothing serious scemed to be in-
tended, and Sindhia was at the same time making
secret overtures to Goddard’'s native allies, 1t was
determined to 1cad hun a fresh lesson, and after
1epeated attacks he was driven over the Narbadd

The war, in fact, was becommng a duel betweon
Sindhia and Warren Hastings, and for some twelve
montha the two ablest men in India faced one another
i earnest conflict The last deciave blow but one
was struck 1n Gwalior, a region which the Sindhias
had added to thon possessions in North Mdlwid The
following description of the Gwalior Fort is abstracted
from the Imperwul Guzetteer of Indue —

“The fort of Gwalior stands, then, on an isolated
rock of sandstone, capped in places with basalt, and
having a perpendicular face. Where the rock is less
precipitous by nature 1t has been artificially scarped ;
so that, in some portions, the upper portion actually
projects over the part below. Its greatest length is
a mile and a half; its greatest breadth goo yards,

'Y
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the maximum height is 342 feet. It contains an old
Mughal palace, and was formerly used as a place
of confinement, like the Tower of London, for
members of the royal family and other prisoners of
high rank or important character In the dismem-
berment of the Empire it was seized by the Jt
Réna of Gohad, now represented by the Mghfrina
of Dholpur ; but Sindhia had Iately taken possession
of it and strengthemed the defences’ (Imp. Guz v
234 ff)

Hither on grd August 1780 came, invited by the
Réna of Gohad, a brisk officer named Popham,
mstructed by Hastings to stir up a confederation
of Jits and Réjputs m Sindlia's rear Preparing
his scaling-ladders 1n the deepest scerecy, and placing
confidence in no ome but lus able and resolute
engineer, Captain Bruce !, Popham crossed the Cham-
bal at Dbholpur, and marched swiftly on Gwalior,
whither he sent forward a storming-party of twenty
picked men under Bruce, whom he supported 1n person
with a strong reserve Shod with cotton, to mufile
the sound of their footfall, the men reached the foot
of the ‘rock, in a dark mght, without attracting
observation ; and, gmded by some thiecves who knew
the place, they lay quiet while the rounds were
passing on the walls above When the hights and
voices had passed on they laid therr ladders against
the rock ; and, softly mounting, surprised the guard,
whom they overpowered and bound Popham followed,

® 1 Brother to James Bruce, the Abyssinian traveller



8o MADHAVA RAO SINDHIA

and captured the apparently impregnable fort with-
gut losing a single soldier.

The taking of Gwalior had an immediate effect
on political 1dcas and movements. The Néna's
agent in the camp of Sindhia wrote to Poona to say
that the eause would not have the support of the
Delhi Government. As for that Chief himself, he
was always swift to take a hint, and he must have
felt that, isolated as he now was, and opposed to
an adversary whom he had very good reason to
helieve his master, the friendslup of the British
might be found of more bencfit to him than their
hostility, 1n the furtherance of his ulteror desgns
For. if we may judge from subsequent events,
Sindhia was already planming a great “scheme, of
which these forcigners mm Dengasl were only so far
a part as he might utibise them for his purpose
That purpose was the ecrcation for himself of a
posiion of pmamount power on the rums of the
Mughal Empue To that object the relations that
he might establish at Ioona and Calcutta were
subudiary , Smdhia would not willingly have on his
hands any hostility from such powerlul nenéhbours;
but be would, so far as lay 1n s power, enforce
respectful treatment, if not posstive support This
appears to be the key to lus attrtude i both
directions. He desired no quarrel with Holkar and
the Nédna, whose benevolent neutrahty was almost
as important to him as thet active sypport. With
regard 4o Hastings his needs were almost the same;
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yet he resolved, if-possible, to strike back a moni-
tory, if not a retaliatory, blow before entering intd
peaceful negotiations He therefore marched against
the British in the Gwalior country, the more
hopefully since Popham was gone and Popham's
successor, Major Camac, seemed a httle inclined to
avoid an encounter. But the sagacious Bruce was
still there, with a.nother nocturnal surprise. Sindhia'a
camp Wwas suddenly beaten up; he lost elephants,
Jrorses, baggage ; but he guined what was worth more
than all, 8 knowledge of the facts of the case that
never greatly failed him afterwards

This affair, 24th Maich, 1781, was the end of
the struggle between Sindhia and Hastings, and
1t may be noted as much to the credit of one of the
antagomists as of the other Never agan, mn the
weakest period of Shore and Cornwalhs, did Sindhia
appear 1n arms agamst the British or fal 1n respect
to their expressed claims or wishes It 13 a prime
characteristic of Warren Ilastings that whatever, he
did was done for good, he never built with bad
materials,or on foundations of sand It is equally
charactenstio of Sindhia that he never, when once
he had learned them, forgot the limts of s own
strength.

On 13th October of the same year Mr. Hastings
concluded, through the agency of Colonel Muir, a
negotiation in which he accorded to Sindhia the
handsome treatment that ome able antagonist ought
always to know how to give to another Hastings
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restored to Sindhia both Gwalior and Ujjain, together
‘with all his previous possessions south and west of
the Jumns river; and the only condition of thesg
lavish grants was that Sindhia should do his best to
persuade the ministry at Poona to consent to make
prace L

The rosult was the Treaty of Salbdi (17th May,
1782), an mstrument whose importance may be easily
overlooked, but which made an epoch in history.
For it was by mecans of that treaty that, without
annexing & square mile of territory, the British power
became virtually paramount in the greater part of the
Indian peninsula, every province of which, with the
one exception of Mysore, acknowledged that power as
the great universal poacemaker. It was no mean title.

Although Sindhia signed 1n May on behalf of the
confederation for which he acted, yet the Néna,.with
his customary caution, dclayed the ratification as long
as possible He still cherished the hope that the
Bratish might be persuaded to restore Salsette; and
even went so fa1 as to give currcney to a rumour that
the Peshwi s Government was negotiating a separate
treaty with Heidar ‘Ali of Mysore. To such a threat
the Bntish could not but be extremely sensitive,
seeing that this ancient cnemy*was still plotting the
ruin of their cause with Bussy and other of their
inveterate foes But the death of Haidar in December
tore the last shred of this pretence; and before the
end of the month the treaty received the signature of
the Néna and the seal of the Confederacy. )

1yp inf p. 202
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The general pacification, however, was incomplete
without the adhesion of Mysore, where Tipi the son
‘of Haidar ‘Alf had sueceeded to his father’s possessions
and passions if not to his abilities. Such was the
eagerness of the Madras Government for peace that
1t sent representatives to the camp of Tipt prepared
to undergo whatever 1nsults the barbaric malice of
that modern Hannibal might choose to offer; and
it was not till thé 1oth March, 1783, that, amidst
circumstances of deep humiliation, Tipt gave a
grudging and sullen adhesion to the pacification, by
signing the Treaty of Mangalore.

But both sides were cqually weary of the war, and
Hastings was beginning to set his house in order with
an eye to laymmg down his office and leaving the
country. He recognised the real master of the country
powers not in Tiph the arrogant, ill-tempered Chief
of Mysore, but in the self-restraincd and politie soldier
of the Mardthds. He therefore condescended to give
Sindhia frank explanations of his reasons for confirm-
ing the Treaty of Mangaloe and for leaving undisturbed
the deplgmble proceedings of the Madras Government ;
and he succceded in showing his intelligent corre-
spondent that it was for the welfare and interest of
both of them that things should be as they were.

Nothing, in fact, could give a higher conception of
the position to which Sindhia’s talents and courage
had raised him than the fact that while a statesman
such as Hastings could solieit his good offices in the
cause of peace, he should in the same affair be vested

F 2
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with plenipotentiary powers by a politician so crafty
ac the Néna. At the same time the terms agreed
upon do credit to his reputation for good sense and
moderation. The Gujarft question was left as in
1775, 8o that the territories of the Gdekwir were
preserved from dwsmemberment, and Raghuba, the
restless, was pensioned off handsomely and allowed
to choose his own residence For himself Sindhia
secured what he most wanted, a ffce hand in Central
India and Hindustin By this masterly arrangement
he dehvered himself, 1t may be said, fiom all fear of
intorruption mn his great design The opposition of
the Néna was held mn complete check by the ever
possible competition of Raghuba and his sons, while
the interference of the British was, so to speak, dis-
counted James Mill ' professes to suspect something
mysterious in the understanding between Sindhia and
Hastings at this juncture, but the matter appears
plain enough Hastings had sufficient experience of
factious opposition to know that delicate negotiations,
such as these undoubtedly were, demanded secrecy,
but the general idea at which he was aiming is as
clear as possible The Empirc had fallen the British
had taken such portions of 1t as were required for
their commercial purposes it was to their interest
that the rest of the peninsula should be under the rule
most conducive to peace and order, and that rule
was, evidently, Sindhia's
The name of Warren Hastings wes to Mill what
' History of British Indsz, vol v (ed Wilson).
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the mention of the Church was to Gibbon, a dis-
turbing element which made everything with whiah
1t was connected appear through a refracting medium
It can bardly be neccssary to notice the ‘solemn
sneer’ with which the Treaty of Salbéi is regarded by
the able hisforian of British India, whose work is one
of the great monumcnts of our literature notwith-
standing such defects The arrangement was slow,
sure, and almost Matural in its fitness 1t may be
almost said to have been tantamount to & temporary
partition of the peninsula between the two statesmen
who had become its masters Its direct effects lasted
beyond the life of one of the contracting chiefs, beyond
the public life of both, indirectly it was the corner-
stone of the British Indian Empire  Setting apart the
ternitortes of Tipi and the Nizfim, Sindhia was free
to deal as he chose with all parts not 1uled, by the
British  Hastings, the only British Indian ruler who
never made an anncxation, secured the interests of
Jis country in the best way by leaving the rest 1n
the hands of his wisest and ablest contemporary In
the great competitive examination which bhad becn
going on for many ycars, Sindhia had come out first
and taken all the prizes
Nor was Hastings content with a merely academic
or Platonic approval to clench the arrangement he
sent a British mission to Delhi, as if to publish the
alliance to the world and smooth the way for his ally
m a path of thorn and pitfall from which he osten-
,tatiously withheld his own footsteps. On that path
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Sindhia wes now to enter. Hitherto we have seen
little but formative circumstance and the quiet
tenacity with which he adapted his conduct and
character to s surroundings without losing sight
of his ultimate object. Henceforth we shall see him
working forward by a brighter hght and with an
ampler record.



CHAPTER IV

DerLHI POLITICS UNDER THE RESTORED BMPIRE
| ]

IN order that we should fully appreciate the dif-
ficulties which had been obstructing Sindhia's great
design, we must first look back to 1773 and observe
what had been going on in the court and camp of the
Emperor Shdh ‘Alam snee the mamn army of the
Mardthds retired from Hindustin in the hot season
of that year. They had left garmsons m Rohilkhand,
and they maintained a secret communication with
Hifiz Rahinat Khén, the Protector of the Rohill4 State.
They had also an undeistanding of the same kind
with other Musalmén Chiels whom they had corrupted,
with Zibhita Khén for example, and with the courtier
named Hissfm-ud-daulé—the same who had been
their agént in the matter of the Restoration.

The cause of the Ex-Minister, Mirzf Najaf Khén,
however, was suppogted by his old friend the Nawéb,
who was a Shia like himnself and hereditary Wazir of
the Empire. In Warren Hastings the Mirzé had a
still more influential fiiend ; so that, when the Nawsb
Wazir had determined to press the Rohillés to & final
settlément, # was a matter alike easy and important
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to reinstate the Mirzd in the post from whence
Z6bita had dislodged him with the axd of Holkar and
Yhe Quarter-Master-General. ]

Héfiz#Rahmat was in no hurry to see the Marithfs
expelled from Rohilkhand ; but he could not help
himself. The Nawfb Wazir and Sir R. Barker drove
out all their garmsons after a feeble resistance, beating
them agegn in the Do4b, and finally driving them across
tha Chambal in the month of O¢tober Rohilkhand
was saved, in spite of its ruler The Nawéb now
peremptorily demanded the forty ldkhs which had
been the stipulated price of the service which he had
performed , but the Protector had no intention to pay,
and replied by transparent evasions A British brigade
therefore proceeded to Anipshahr to occupy Ahmad
Shéh’s old cantonment; it was commanded by Sn
Robert, Barker, who was one of the witnesses to the
agreement between the Nawéb and the Rohillis!
The Mirz, who had taken refuge in Barker's eamp
was at the same time sent back to Delhi, with strony
letters of recommendation from the Nawéb and from
the British commander, and he rcsumed his office as
Deputy-Wazir. As he was escorted by the Frenchman
Médoe and a disciphned body-guard, the intrusive
Z4bita found 1t expedient to retire to the Jéts of
Bhartpur ; and Hissém-ud-dauls, whose back-stairs
influence had procured him the administration of the
Home-demesnes, was relieved of his charge and
called to a strict account; his place being given to

1 See Trotter's Warren Hastings, in this sanea.
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one ‘Abdul Ahid Khfin an effeminate, Kashmirian who
took the title of Majid-ud-deuld’. Menzr‘Al Khén
was &t the same time spponted Nézr—Steward—
of the Imperial Household. * The fortified palace of
Agra was entrusted to a Perman immigrant named
Mubhammad Beg Khén.

So far, therefore, 1t might seem that any scheme of
creating a Hindu power on the Jumna would be
difficult, if not hopeless The Marithds had been
driven out of Hindustén by & Musalmén combination,
almost as decisively as had been done by Ahmad Shih
twelve years before And the present Muhammadan
league had the support of the new and mysterious
power that was now foreing its way, by battle and
mtrigue, in all the regions of the lower Ganges
Goddard and Popham were yet to come, but the
British had already beaten to submission the powerful
Nawéb Wazfr, and were now giving him support and
active aid. The mere humiliation of the Court of
Poona Sindhia could have endured, he would be able
to bear any disapporntments experienced by the Nana
with unruffled resignation But it might well have
daunted *him to find s strong and virtuous Persian
nobleman in possession of the resources of a re-
stored Empire, with an 1ndefimte prospect of support
from the heredita:y’ Wazir, master of the rich and

! Mgfid m “illustrious,’ Titles termiating 1 dowla (more pro-
perly dawlat) mdicate the second grade in Neo-Mughal Peerage
those n mulk bemg the first .4rkan i daulat = ¢ Pillars of the State,’
meant robles m ‘general, or * Peers of the Realm’
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populous province of Oudh, and strengthened by
Britash bayonets.

The Mirzd’s next step was to obtain the sanction
of the Enperor to the foreclosure of Rohilkhard.
Vehement denunciations of Warren Hastings for hus
share i this transaction have been so long and so
gonerally accepted that the real mnature of it has
been almost overlooked The province of Katahr
was as much a part of the Empire as the Sabak of
Agra, and 1t had been held, within living memory,
by the nobleman who, afterwards transferred to the
Deccan, availed himself of the weakness of the
Empire to found a hereditary power there But
not one of these so-formed powers, neither this of
the Nizdm 1n the Deccan, nor those of the Nawdbs of
Bengal and Oudh, had any legal base but in patents
from the Imperial Chancery, which were as much
liable to revoeation as any other administrative
order When, therefore, the Pathdns, ahout the year
1743, took advantage of the havoe produced at Delhi
by Nédir Shéh to seizo the provinece, they no more
made it their own than the Jits did with the
fortified palace of Agra and surrounding' districts.
The latter Najib-ud-dauls had been able to dispossess;
and the Mirz kept them away by defending the
conntry with his own unaided forces , but the Pathfns
remained 1 Katahr, they chbanged its name to
Robilkhand , they exercised sovereign powers in it,
though in a most anarchic fashion, and they had,
as we have seen, illusively promised to join in &
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league agninst the Marithfs and to pay for the
expulsion of the latter in cash.

It now appeared that these Rohilld Pathfns were
both unable and disloyal. They could not govern
the province that they had usurped, nor eould they
resist the Marfithds , and they would not pay those
who came to their assistance. It was therefore a fair
political question whether this inefficient mlitary
colony should bo alldwed to continuc in possession of
a province on which they brought nothing but ruin,
or whether it should be transferred to a strong
neighbour who was also the highest officer 1n the
Empire With the action of Mr. Hastings we
have here no concern, but the candid reader has
now the means of referrmng to the records of the
Calcutta Foreign Officc, where he will ind materials
for drawing his own conclusion'. That Shujé-ud-
dauls was actuated Ly personal ambition 18 only to
say that he was an ordinary pohtician with plenty
of human nature about him. He had performed the
stipulated service, ho had not received the stipulated
price, and he was very glad of the opportumty afforded
hira by the repudiation. Thbat 18 the worst that can
be said of this transaction; and it is very little to
its discredit regard being had to the public morality
of India-at that tune. In January, 1774, the Wazir
made his last appesl for payment; and on 12th
April entered Rohilkhand, supported by a Brmtish
brigade. The following is the contemporaneous

1 S;e Prof. Forrest's Selectms, published at Calcutta (1890)
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native account of the state of the country, as recorded
by the higtorian of the Rohillis —

‘A surprising stete of animosity and discord
existed in Rohileund, and cach person was earnestly
bent on the eradication of his ncighbour” He addx
that life and property were unprotected and the lands
held at & rack-rent. It was high time that such
a condition of affairs should cease The Protector
had no support from the gencral population. The
Emperor, who bad by this time given the Wazir a
patent of mvestiture, moved 1 support at the head
of some of his own troops. The British sent a good
Lrigade of thewr regular troops from Bengal. On the
23rd April the Protector was attacked by the allies
and overthrown after a desperate resistance in which
le lost s hfe The victory was attributed to the
Bntish contingont of whose artillery a native author
suys that ‘nothing can withstand it save a particulam
interposition of I ovidenee.” The Protector was him-
self cut in two by a chain-shot from those ‘ dreadful’
batteries.

The Nawib Wazir, Shuji-ud-dauld, did not long
survive his new aequisition, for he died on 29th
January, 1775. He was succecded in his possessions
and honours by his son Asaf-ud-deul4, a weak and
heartless voluptuary, who never left his provinee or
took any avoidable part in public affairs. Mirzé
Najaf was left to carry on the duties of an absentee
Chief almost unaided. His first operations were
againgt the Bhartpur Jéts, whom he encountered at
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Barsina, between Mathura and Bhartpur European
officers were serving on both sides ; besides Médoc, the
Mirzé’s infantry was led by the Count de Moidavre,
and the Chevahers de Cregy and du Drenec—the latter
a man of whom we shall hear again hereafter On
tho Jit mde the attack was begun by the brigade of
Remnhaadt, or Sombre, with volleys of musketry and
repeated showers of grape from tho field-picces The
Mi1z4 was wounded, But he charged the enemy’s line
with his cuirassiers, and Sombie, after his cystom,
<lowly drew off his men, foimnimmg them up under
the protection of his guns noxt day he joined the
victor Two of the stiongest places were besieged and
captured before Midsummer, and the complete ruin
f the Jits was probably averted only by a diversion
_’auﬂod in the Mirzd's rear by the wrrepressible Zihita
That faithless son of Islim was ncver disposed to
leave & stone unturned, and he had now engaged
Sikh assistance 1n gnother snatch at power. The
Mirzd on hearing of this 1cturned to Dellu just in
tune to save the Emperor from being attacked in his
palace; he then procecded northward to chastise
Zbita and his infidel associates The Emperor
hunself followed with a biigade contributed to his aid
by the Nawéb ‘Asafsud-dauld, and Zsbita had to
keep company with the Sikhs and retieat with them
over the Jumna to Pénipat Here an engagement of
some severity took place, without any decisive result.
Next day Zébita contrived to conciliate the commander
of the Oudh brigade, & eunuch named Latéfat Khén,
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by whose aid he obtained his pardon on condition of
retiring to his fief in the Upper Dofb; the  Fifty-two
Pargands’ which now form part of the Sahdranpur
and Muzaffarnagar districts

In 1797 the Mirzf retiwred to Agra, attended by
Sombre, who had joined his service after the battle of
Barstina and taken over the post of Médoe the latter,
1n 1780, retired to Europe the Governor of the Fort
was, hke the Mirzi himself, a Persian immigrant, whose
name was Muhammad Beg Hamdéni (* of Hamadan’).
In Oudh ‘Asaf-ud-daul4, sunk in vice and ecruclty,
was beginning that course of misrule which eventually
led to the ruin of his llme Shah ‘Alam, immured in
the palace of his ancestors beeame daily more indolent
and yielding- in 1778 indecd his constant counsellor
Majid-ud-dauli led lum to an abortave attack wpon
Jaipur, where it was hoped to gain somo money by
requisition , but the quest proved harren. A military
governor being sent to the Sutle) was killed by the
Sikhs, about the end of the year; and to punish this
offence Majid, who had no caperience of war, led an
expedition into the Punjab which was beaten, driven
back on Dellu and only saved by the excrtions of the
European gumncis In the Leginning of 1779 the
Upper Do#b was accordingly overrun by the victorious
Sikhs, who laid the countiy waste and .even cut
down the trees Majid did nothing beyond opening
negotiations with Madhoji Sindhia to whom he held
out hopes of obtaimng Bengal, Behar and Orissa
whenever the British could be expelled. Sindhia was
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pot then on good terms with the British, as we have
seen, but he had an inkling of what they could do;
and he did not look upon the present offer as having
a more practical character than bargaiming for the
gkin of an unslain bear. He knew the strength of the
Mirz4, though at a distance, much better than did the
Kashinfrian on the spot; and the ncgotiations came
to nothing.

But the contemptéouns abstention of the Mirz§ was
not proof against the distress of lus sovereign and
of the people whom that sovereign was too weak to
protect From the walls of Delhi men could sce the
smoke of burning willages, when suddenly the Mirzi's
approach became known Majid was put into close
arrest, and his wealth, acquired by peculation, was
confiscated to the public treasury. A stiong force
was sent to check the Sikhs, under command of the
minister’s nephew, Mirzi Shati'’ Eneountering the
diseiphined troops af the Mughal minister, the Sikhs
were defcated, near Mirath (Mecrut) with a loss of
5000 men, and the survivors hurriedly retrcated to
the Punjab

Profiting by expericnee the Mirzi resolved to re-
main at Court, and Sombre having dicd, the command
of s brigade devolved on his concubine !, who was
baptized by the Romish priest there in 1781 by the
stylo of ‘Joanna Nobilis” This 18 the remarkable
woman known in the nineteenth ccntury as Begam

! Reynhardt’s lawful wifo survived him, and so dad his 8sue by
her, but sho was 1nsane and the son & minor
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Sombre, or Samru, of Sardhana. Sombre's tomb is
still to be seen 1n the Catholic cemetery at Agra.

The Mfrzd himself deceased on 26th April, 1782
Resolute in adversity and merciful in success, free
from cruelty or falsehood and possessed of that
genuine courtesy which proceeds fiom natural bene-
volence, he left a fatal vacuum in the polities of
Hindustdn. The succession to his office and his
property was unscrupulously foulht out butween his
nephew, Mirzd Shafi’, and a favourite follower,
Afiasydb Khiin The former was shot mm a pro-
fessedly friendly interview in the end of Soptember
1783 ; and Afiasyib obtained bis desire in becommg
the administintor of a rumned countiy under an
incapable sovereign A heavy famime now fell upon
Hindustdn, by rcason of two yems of previous
irought the year (1840 Samlut) 18 still commemo-
rated, 1 popular tradition, as the Chdlwa ( The
Forty’) On the 13th of May, 1784, wheat was selling
st Lahore for about ten times the customary price
A witness who had been mm Sindlna's army (after-
waids the fameus Colonel Jas. Skinner, C B) used to
relate that so rcduced was the number of human
beings, so utter]ly cowed then sparit, that only a few
villages were left, scattered at-wide intervals and
deprived of intercommunication by the tigers who
prowled upon the roads Another contemporary has
recorded that wild beasts preyed upon starved bodies
1n open daylight. )

Amid all these horrors there wes still a yel;rning
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for national unity and a respect for the eclipsed power
of the Imperial hne. ‘Such,’ wrote an intelligent
foreign observer, ‘ was the respect for the House of
Taimur that, although the whole peninsula had been
gradually withdrawn from its direct aunthority, there
was not a prince in India who dared call himself
«King” Shdh “Alam was still seated on the throne
of the Mughal, and all was still dono in his name’
(Gen. de Bovgne's Mémorrs).

Such was the grand prize for which Indian poh-
ticaians were contending, of whom one alone had
understood the secret The British might have had
1t, perhaps, but they thought their time not come
*Tho business of assisting the Shéh,’ so wrote the
envoy of Hastings 1n December, 1783, ¢ must go on if
we wish to be secure in India, or regarded as & nation
of faith and honour.’ Hastings was not deaf to these
considerations, but, for various rcasons, he was
unable to put them into action He therefore en-
couraged the only competent substitute Sindhia, as
already stated, had been allowed to recover Gwalior
and occupy Gohad; and had been encouraged by
Warren Hastings to take his own course in the
affairs of Hindustin On the 27th March, 1784, the
Governor-General arsived at Lucknow, where he had
an interwew with the Heir-apparent to the Empire
who had come to seck his protection. Hastings con-
sidered the prince's case with his habitual patient
courtesy, and granted him an annuity. But, in regard
to polltics, he could only advise the prince to have
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recourse to ‘Madhoji Sindia’ The movements of
that astute politician now began to occupy general
attention. On the 18th April the Calcutia Gazette
contained an announcement to the effect that ¢ We
learn that Sindia is going on a hunting party . . . we
also Jearn that he will march towards Bundelkhand’
In point of fact he meant quite otherwise; he wes to
march towards Agra, and to hunt bigger game than
even tigers. !

The Calcuttu Gazeite continued to give news
fiom Hindustén. While Sindhia was encamping on
the Chambal to wait on ovents, the Guzette for
10th May mnformed its readers that chis Majesty
has sigmfied by letters to the Governor-General
and Mahdrdji Sindia that he will march towards
Agra’

Ever since the ratification of his negotiations wath
Colonel Muir, Sindhia had done little to win the
confidence of the Néna. While carefully watching
events in Hindustdn, for his own interest, he had
never omtted an opportumity of playmng on the
anxieties of his less adventurous colleague at Poona
He had affected to give consideration, if not actual
credit, to the claims of an impostor who pretended
to be the famous Bhfo escaped from the slaughter
of Pinipat , of that protender, howover, the Regency
made short work. Then Sindhia professed great
anxiety for the interests of & more dangerous claimant,
the restless Raghuba ; and when that troubler of
the Deccan was allowed to settle as a p(;nsioner
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at Kopérgfion, in Khéndés, Sindhia professed to be
cxtremely solicitous for Raghuba’s welfare; and he
wes generally suspected of fomenting intrigues for
securing the succession to the Peshwéship for one
of Raghuba’s sons

In all this there was an element of real policy
blending with & certain amount of good-humoured
mahce. Put with the ratafication of the Treaty of
Salbdi came an opéning for wider views and higher
aims. The faithless Kashmirian Majid-ud-dauld
bad, as we have secn, already atteinpted to obtan
Sindhia’s co-operation in some erude scheme that he
was forming for putting lumsclf into the place of
Mirzd Najaf as Prime Minister and Commander-in-
Chief at Delhi, in return for which he had proposed
to join Sindhia in an attack upon the Brntish in
Bengal. There is no evidence that Sindhia had any
wish to join in such undertakings, nor is it at all
likely that he would bave accepted the Kashmiman’s
offer or consented to play Mephistopheles to such a
teeble Faust. Nevertheliss, the Mirzd found out
enough tp warrant him in removing Majid-ud-dauld
fronu office ; and, for the rest of his life, his authority
was undisturbed. As we have seen, the Mirzi died
in April, 1782, and the attention of Sindhia at once
became s&riously fixed on Delbi politics. At the end
of 1784 he obtaned the services of M. de Eoigne,
whom he sent into Bundelkhand at the head of two
thserplined battalions in company with a miscellaneous
force under & native general. But in the intervening

G 2 ®
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period he kept an anxious gaze upon the northern
horizon, uncertain as yet how to read the omens.

As if to remove every scrap of difficulty, however,
all parties united to invite his interposition, and the
treacherous but incapable Afrasydb especially sought
his assistance. Muhammad Beg, the actual murderer
of Mirzd Shafi’, had committed the felonmious deed
under Afrasydb’s instructions, and was in conse-
quence making himself exceedingly unpleasant, taking
possession of Agra on his own account Then to
complete the perilous circle that was closing around
him, the mimster next attacked Majid-ud-dauld, the
Emperor's Kashminan favounte, who was by this
time quite incapable of any mischiof, however petty,
and was morcover connected with the Emperor by
ancient personal ties With gratuitous violence,
Afrasyib now ancsted the valetudinarian old courtier
and subjected hum to confiscation and close imprson-
ment The Emperor, mutated and alarmed, shut
himself up and refused to accompany the arrogant
minister on his approaching journey to Agra, where
Muhammad Beg refused to give up posgession of
the fort.

Afrasyib marched therefore without the sanction of
his sovereign puppet; and, on"arrival at Agra, en-
camped under the walls and awaited the toming of
Sindhia In October, 1784, Sindma arrived, had a
friendly interview with the minister, pitched his camp
a8 near as possible, and began to concert matters for
an assault upon the rebel garrison.
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Three days later Afrasydb was stabbed in his tent
by Zain-ul-abidin, brother to the late Mirzé Shafi'.
As the murderer escaped punishment, though known
to be a refugee in the Mardthd camp, it was at once
conjectured that the murder, though certainly not
unprovoked, might not have been committed with-
out suggestion from Sindla. The truth cannot be
positively known, the suspicion may possibly—nay,
probably—have bedh lLittle more than the outcome
ol the ordinary question Cus bono ?

In the absence of positive evidence there is nothing
Lut conjecture to aid us in considering whether or no
a certain historic characlor was gwlty of any par-
ticular erine  The manner of Afiasydb’s death would
have been a reproach to Sindbia if it wore brought
home to him But 1t would have been, so f{ar as the
1ecord shows, an isolated instance in a hife otherwise
fiee from cold-blooded atroeity. From Grant Duff’s
1emaiks it may fairly be inferred that not omly is
there no convaneing 1eason for charging Sindhia with
the instigation of this murder, but that the best in-
formed of his eontemporarics never suspected him,
and the actual assassin had a sufficient motive, in
revenge for the murder of his biother. It 18 true that
Sindhia does not appear to have made any attempt to
punish him; but the spnit of those anarchic times
would warrant s getting the benefit of the lex
taliwomas. We are not entitled to demand of a poli-
tician that he shall be independent of the spirit of his
time, or be guided by prmeciples of which he had
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never heard. As for the maxim Cui bono? it ie
doubtless a help to the historical detective; but it
is no more an infalible guide for him than for the
police of daily life

That Sindhia benefited by Afrasyéb's death is, no
doubt, true All the Chiefs present 1n camp at once
waited on him, and by common consent acknowledged
his supremacy. He held an informal darbér and ac-
cepted their assurances of suppdrt He then broke
up from Agra, lcaving Muhammad Beg in temporary
possession of the fort. Proceeding to Delhi, he
presented himself to the Emperor and offered his
gervices, obtaining in :cturn two patents. The one
contained the appointment of the Peshwé to be Vice-
gerent of the Empire ; the other vested in himself the
command of the army as Dcputy to the Poshwd. As
a guarantee for the pay of the taoops the provinces
of Delhi and Agra were assigned to him, but they
were made subject to a primary charge of sixty-five
thousand rupees as a monthly payment for the house-
hold and personal expenses of the Emperor. Thus far
the great game had been won.

Nore —As the relations between Hostings and Sindhia just before,
and just after, the Treaty of Salbay had a great influence upon the
later and greater events of Sindhia’s aireer, it may bhe well to
refer the reader to Wilson's scnsible note on the subjeet (vol v,
p. 15% It 18 plan that the character of Sindhia had 1nspired
Hastings with respect Iis own generous heart had impelled
hum strongly to take active measures for the rehief of the un-
fortunate Emperor, who was the legitimato source of all power 1n
Indin, end especially of that of the British in Bengal. Hastings
afterwards admitted that there was a time when he ‘ would have
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afforded effectunl samstance to Shdh 'Alam, if power had been
granted,” though he was then deterred by the oppomtion of his
Counesl - and the admasion is fully corroborated by his despatches
of the time. But he came aftorwards to see, 1n the deplorable
weakness of the Emperor, raasons for bemng unwilling to expose
lus employers to an uncerfain pecuniary burden for such an object,
and to deem 1t more prudent and more to the advantago of the
Emperor himself, that lus protection should be left to Sindhia.
¢I declare,’ he smid, mn defending himself ngainst the charges
framed by the House of Commons, ! that I eniered into no negotaa-
tions with Madajee Sindia (sc) for delivering the Mogul 1nto the
lLisnds of the Mardthés dut I must have beon indecd a madman
if I had 1nvolved the Company mm & war with the Mardthds
because the Mogul, as his last resourto, had thrown himself under
the protection of Sindia’ That Hastings, as n matter of fact,
thought Sindhia hikoly to bo & humane and cfficient protector 1»
shown 1n Wilson's note referred to, and the result; supported hus
belief So long as Shih ‘Alam was content with Sindhia’s protee
tion ho enjoycd security and eomfort.



CHAPTER V

SiNpIIA's FIRSI' ADMINISTRATION

UNQUESTIONABLY, thgsc events made a complete
revolution in the position of Méidhave Sindlia, chang-
1ng still more the position of all institutions and men
in any way connected with him. Up to the time of
which we are now treating he had always transacted
public affairs in the name of the Court of Poons, even
when in 1cality acting on s own behalf, so that,
as we are informed by Sir John Malcolm, lus very
Javelin-men (chaubddrs) were enrollod as servants of
the Peshwé (Centrul Indiu, 1. 123) Now, concen-
trated in Hindustin, Sindhia’s power became, vir-
tually and almost nominally, that of the Mughal
Empire, and, whenever patents were issued, they
came as orders of the Shéh, the titles of the Peshwé
and Sindhia being added as those of mere mimsterial
officers. No man was ever less exacting of forms and
ceremonies when he himself only was concerned, for
he loved reality, agd trusted his own power to guard
and enforce it; but, when it came to i1mposing upon
weaker minds, Midhava was almost histrionie in his
use of rite and pagesnt If the British saw fit to
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regard him as an independent prinee he could not
hinder them; indeed, such was thewr crude and ill-
bred way of diplomatic action, which he might de-
plore but could not rectify. But, Yightly viewed, he
was but & poor Patel and lucky memial, whom & too-
Lountiful Providence had endowed with the means of
scrving his master in a higher sphere. his master and
he being, 1n their widely-differing degrees, both minis-
ters of an august mdnarch. The Lord of the Known
World and Asylum of the XUniverse was for the
moment inconvenienced by the disloyal conduct of
some of his suhjects, let his faithful servants unite
therr humble efforts for hus Majesty’s relief, and all
would yet be well.

In all this our hero might sometimes overdo hus
hpa.rt. But 1t does not follow that an actor fails to
understand realities bLocause he wears rouge and
drapery upon the stage - Sindhia thought that truth
m her nakedness could not be usefully or decorously
shown, but Le scldom ignored fauct 1n his own per-
sonal action, and 1t was a good deal by virtue of
that combination that he managed hus contemporanes
without participating their delusions, and cnjoyed
the prerogatives of despotism with & minimum of
its disadvantages. The huimlity assumed by Sindhia,
however,* was far from disarming the jealousy of
Holkar and the Néna, and Grant Duff assures us
that at no time in his lhife was the successful ad-
venturer so much off hs guard. Indeed, it is
evident from an inerdent presently to occur that
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Sindhia was for & moment over-elated by his sud-
den elevation.

As we havo already observed, there was one set of
his Majesty of Delhi's subjects whose brutal frankness
would not be deceived, and who not only called a
spade a spade, but were not above using spades
with their own hands. These were the British, led
by Hastings. But that undeceivable politician left
India in February 1785, and hi# successor, Sir John
Macpherson, was & man of business and, apparently,
nothing more Here seemed to Sindhin a favourable
opportunity for trying a fresh experiment; it was
possible that the tenacious hold on the provinees,
which the Shéh had abandoned in 1771, was a per-
sonal characteristic of the departed Governor, and
that his successor might have more respect for forms
and phrases Médhava accordingly caused it to bo
understood that his Majesty had it in contemplation
to demand payment of the tribute guaranteed by the
treaty under which the East India Company obtained
the ‘Diwéni’ of the eastern districts This tmbute
had been for some time unhquidated, but it might
soon become necessary to call for the arrears and a
pledge of future punctuality.

While thus preparing the prowision of the future,
Sindhia was not idle in making the best use.of means
already at his disposal. Mention bas already been
made of a European officer whom he had sent with
two battalions into Bundelkhand for the suppression
of some troubles in that region. As M. de Boigne is
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destined to appear henceforth as Sindhia's ablest and
most efficient servant, it will be proper to explain
more fully the origin of their connection: which can
fortunately be done, at almost first-hand, from in-
formation supplied to Captarn Grant Duff by the
General himself.

In 1783 Sindhia, in virtue of the Treaty of Salbés,
wes engaged in recovering possession of somo of the
Gwalior country; atd in the course of these opera-
tions was besieging the fort of Gohad belonging to
a Jét prince, now represented by the Méhdrina of
Dholpur. Whle thus employed he learned that his
encmy was concerting a plan for the raising of the
sicge in which he had been offered assistance by a
Europcan traveller, who was the fiiend and corre-
spondent of Mr. Sangster, the supermtendent of the
Rénd’s gun-foundry. Sindha perceived the merit of
the plan, and traced it to de Boigne, the traveller
in question. He found that this gentleman was
the bearer of letters of introduction from Warren
Hastings, in vartue of which he was endeavouring to
obtain service with the Jaipur State. He complained
to Hastings, wBo at the same time received a letter
from de Boigne, 1n which the latter asked permission
from the Governor«General to accept an offer of
servico which had been made him by the Réjé of
Jaipur Anxious to avoid compheations with Sindhia,
the Governor-General wrote to de Boigne inviting
him to return to Calcutta and explain his projects in
& personal interview. With this invitation de Boigne
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Jjudged it proper to comply; and, on his return to
the Upper Provinces, he took service not with
Jaipur but with Sindhia himself He came as far as
Lucknow in the suite of the Governor-Genmeral, who
in all likelihood approved of the plan

The gain to Sindhia was enormous it is hardly an
exaggeration to say that Benoit de Boigne was worth
at least 50,000 men to his service Orgnally an
officer 1n the 1egiment of Lord Clare 1n the King of
France's Irish Brigade, he had studied the art of war
1n that army, and afterwards mn the army of Cathe-
1ne of Russia engaged with the Turks in the Levant.
Being token prisoner, he was sold as a slave at
Constantmople, but ultunately escaped and got to
India overland, with letters of intioduction to Lord
Macartney—then Governor of Madias He obtained
a commssion 1n the 6th Madias Native Infantry, a
corps which was destioyed in Baillie’s disaster, but
de Boigue was fortunate cnough to be on detachment
and so escaped the loss of hfe or liberty which befel
his brothcr officers  Soon after he 1esigned the
service and came to Calcutta, recommended by
Macartney to Hastings So far he had cbme to the con-
fines of middle age without finding a permanent career
for hus comare and abihity Bat the rollng-stone
appeared now to be 1n a fair way to scttle and gather
moss. His original scheme in coming up the country
had becn to make his way through Persia, and to
approach his old mistress the Czarna with all the
information he could collect relative to India and
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Central Asia. a great design which might have been
attended by important consequences. But the favour
of Hastings, and the reception that he now obtained
from Sindhia, induced him once more to change his
plans. Impressed by the recommendations of the
Governor-General, who had noticed with pleased
approval the docibty with which the adventurer had
obeyed his wishes Sindhia had been fuither dis-
posed towards de B8igne by the soldierly knowledge
and origmality displayed mn the plans of the latter
tor the relief of Gohad

De Boigne was therefore engaged, and was allowed
to bring into the service another quondam antagonist,
the Scotsman Sangster also and while the one was
put in charge of the gun-foundry, the other was com-
mssioned to 1a18e & small infantry force 1n 1mitation
of the hittle legions of Sombre and Médoc

About this time, too, Sindhia bad tho further satis-
faction of being 1cheved from the hostility of Mubam-
wad Beg, the dislodging of whom had been the osten-
sible object of his late mneeting with Afrasyéb at Agra
When that mecting ended so tiagically, the Beg's
followers begn.ﬁ' to sce that power was devolving upon
abler hands; the gamison melted away, till the Beg
was fain to sumcender a fortress he could no longer
men and enter the service of Sindhia this took
place 27th March, 1785. All that now remained of
the once great possessions of Mirzf Najaf was the
town of Koil with the adjoimng fort of Aligarh,
where' the family of Afrasyéb held out in hope of
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good terms. They were not doomed to disappoint-
ment. A force was sent to which Aligarh surren-
dered, an ecstate being settled by Sindhia for the
maintenance of Afrasyfb’s son and tho family. °

In the midst of these easy triumphs appeared proof
that, even 1n 1ts more quiet moods, the British
Government would brook no pressure upon the
question of money The following plain sentences
appeared in the Culeutte Guzette Of 12th May, 1785:—

‘We have authonty to inform the public that, on
the 7th of this month?! the Governor-General received,
from the Emperor Shah Aulum and Maha Rajah
Madagee Sindia, an official and solemn disavowal of
demands . for the formner tribute of Bengal . .. Mr
Anderson 2 was instructed to mform Sindia that his
mterference mn such demands would be considered in
the light of direct hostility . .. and .. a disavowal of
claims advanced unjustly and disiespectfully insisted
upon’

These few sentences are enough to show how firmly
our precuisors in India could act, even at a time
when they weto weak 1n men and munitions of war
and werc restrained from aggressive measures by

! It 18 not clear how this disnvownl was expressed , tho Gazstis,
1n an omitted passage, says that the Shdh and Sindhia made 1t
‘under their respeetive scals,” ns 1f Sindlua were at that tume re-
garded as a separate power

- Mr Anderson was the British ‘Remdent’ at Sindhia’s head-
quarters—then, perhaps, at Mathura The Envoy accredited to the
Court of Delhi was Major Brown It was Anderson who had

negotiated the treaty of Salbdi, and he would be persuna graia at
Sindhia’s darbar “
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the most peremptory and positive order from the
Home Government. It appears, from the same
Guzetle, that Mr Anderson had already anticipated
the orders of his Government; and had founded his
first remonstrances on something said, with Sindhia’s
approval if not by Sindhia himself, at & darbér of the
Delbi Court where the Envoy, Major Brown, was
taking leave of the Shih It is most creditable to
the good temper and judgment of Sindha that im-
mediate explanations were offered, and they were
such, in the language of the official organ, ‘as must
eventually strengthen the albance with the Mah-
1attas . . . and securc the general tranquillity of
Inda.’

The Patel, such has always becn Sindhia’s usual
designation among the natives, was now supreme in
Hindustin The disunited Mughal Chiefs wore for
the moment submissive; and a garmson under
Smdhia’s orders kept guard over the Emperor in the
‘Red Castle ' of Shdh Jahdn. His Majesty the Shéh,
however, took the ficld in the mihtary operations
about Agra; at the termination of which he returned
to Delbi, wh?fe his powerful mimster 1etired to
Mathura, & holy place of the Hindus and henceforth
one of Sindhia's mogt favoured residences.

Among the many circumstances which, at this
period, conduced to the prosperity of the Patel and
to the tranquillity of his newly acquired territories
m Hindustin was the quescence of Takdji Holkar.
Throdghout all the events that had followed the
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death of Malhér Rfo, 1764, the forces of Takijf, both
physical and moral, had been so inferior to those of
his old cognrade Sindhia as to coinpel him to adopt a
secondary rank alike in the politics of Mélwd and of
Hindustdn. There was no hostility between them;
but Holkar's subordinate position and second-rate
mind combined to produce this effect & brave and
trustworthy agent, he scemed at this time one of
those men who, often to their own real credit, are
readily persuaded to abstain from undertakings for
their own exclusive aggrandisemont. At the time
we have now to deal with Holkar was engaged, as a
servant of Ahalya Bai and an officer under the
Peshw4, in camnying out the policy of the Poona
darbér in operations against Tipfi Sultén, son of the
decgased Haidar Ali; and after the conclusion of
those operations he resumed, in his usual dutiful way,
his attendance upon the widow of his late master’s
son There, however, his stay was short; for he was
called on to aid in the settlement of Bundelkhand.
This province had long becn in a very disturbed
state; and the Peshw4 now determined to bestow it
on a regular feudatory as had been* done with so
much success in Mélwd and Gujart. The Chief
selected was a bastard Musalmén, named Ali Bahédur,
son of the late Peshwd, B4ji R4o, by & Muhammadan
concubine Formerly an officer in Sindhia’s army, he
had deserted ; but, with customary good temper and
sense, Sindhia made no opposition. to his establish-
ment in Bundelkhand. Here he became the founder
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of that House, of ‘ Nawébs of Binda,” who, opposing
the British, were mediatised by Lord Hastings; and
whose last representative was deposed for misconduct
m 1857.

For these and other services Holkar was granted
s share in the profits of that most commercial of
Empires founded by the Marfithé confederacy: and
out of these claims seeds ripened which were to
germinate hereaftersinto misunderstanding, war, and
ultimate disaster. Yet it is remarkable that of all the
Chiefs of those days there were hone whose power
has come to be more cstablished than the founders of
the States of Gwalior and Indore

One of the very first cares of Sindhia was to
provide a safo road from his southern cstates in
Mélwé, nd Gwalior, to Delhi. and one of the strong-
holds on the way was the fort of Raghugarh belong-
mg, as 1t stall docs, to the head of the Kechi Clan of
Chauhfn R4jputs. So far back as 1780, Sindhia had
begun hostilities against the then Chief, R4)4 Balwant
Singh ; and he now sent a column to besiege this fort,
under Muhammad Beg, whom he was anxious to pro-
vide wath empiment.

A short account of the Kechi tribe of Raghugarh
will .be useful as ilJustrating the mutual relations
and different proceedings of a very mnoble clan of
Hindus and the Mardthds, who, though Hindus who
attamned to great distinction, were certainly not dis-
tinguished by character or conduct such as we are
accustbmed to connect with the idea of nobility. The

B
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Kechis were a clan of Chauhans, as were the Sisodias
of Méwar, or Udaipur; and the two clans emula.!;ed
each other in leadership and in examples of punec-
tilous purity. Of both divisions, that of Udaipur
and that of Raghugarh, it was the common boast that
they had never followed the lead of Amber (Jaipur)
and Marwar (Jodhpur) in allowing the Mughal
Sulténs to take brides from among their daughters,
and had chosen to endure the Severcst persecution
from the Imperial Govermment rather than submit to
such degradation. Of the two Udaipur was usually
the most conspicuous and powerful ; nevertheless,
Jar Singh, son and successor of R4j4 Balwant, in &
letter which he wrote, a few years later, to propose to
the Bntish authorities an alliance against Sindhia,
asserted that he was the truc Chuef of all R4jputs and
hereditary ‘Hindupat, or sovereign of the Hindus.
This claim was probably based on the doctrine of
Réjput heralds, that the Kechis of Raghugarh were
hneally descended from the famous Pirthi R$j, or
‘Rai Pithaura,’ whose exploits are the subject of
Chand’s celebrated epic, and whosc fortifications are
still visible near the Kutb Mina® at Old Delhi.
About the middle of the eighteenth century, while
the Marithds were occupying the neighbouring dis-
tricts, the then representative of this proud House
was the centre of a gencral attack by no less than
thirteen confederate Chiefs Over this league, how-
ever, Ite prevaled; and this geve the Peshwé,
Bélaji Bdji Réo, so high an idea of his powbr that
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his alliance was sought for the Marithf cause.
Having little reason to love his Réjput neighbours,
he accepted the offer, became & constant compenion
of the Chiefs of the Holkar and Sindhia clans who
settlod in Milws, ,and loft his son Balwant apparently
strong and prosperous at his death—about 1780,

It was this Chief aganst whom Sindhia now re-
solved to employ M.uha.mmad Beg and his levies: on
his first accession, indeed, Sindlua bad got him into
his power , but a subordinate Kechi1 Clucftain, Sher
Singh, had, by a singular expedicnt, obtained the
R4jé’s release. Without proclaiming war, or sending
a smngle soldier mto Sindhia's territories, some of
which lay close by, Sner Singh deprived Sindhia of
all profit fioin us new annexation. For he at once
scnt orders to all the husbandmen of the Raghugarh
State—or Kechiwfia—to leave their ficlds untilled
and betake themsclves to the neighbouring State of
Bhopil, where he had made arrangements with the
ruling Minister to protect and provide for thom. The
Minister was & Musalmén, Chata Khin by name; and
it is almost equeNy singular that he should have sided
with the Kechis against an authority professing to
emanate ffom the Mughal Chancery, and that Smdhia
should have passed ‘over s conduct without any
attempt at pumishment. Sindha’s good-tempered
forbearance was not at first rewarded. Sher Smgh,
though abstaining from open attack, was relentless in
his 1ll-jreatment of Maréth Brahmans who fell into
his hands, declaring,that it was by their advice that

H2
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Sindhia was actuated, but he would teach him how to
handle & Réjput principelity. And then occurred a
pleasing inaident, showing the Chauhan chivalry in
a favourable light, and giving a gratifying instance
of Madhoji's placable though rigorous nature. It
happened that the wifo of Sindhia, accompanied by
the families of some of his officers, was coming from
Poona to Mathura; and conside1;able alarm was felt
as to what might happen should Sher Singh, as was
quite possible, surprise and cut up the escort Sindhia,
therefore, wrote to Chata Khén, the Bhopal Dwudn,
and at his intereession Sher Singh gave the travellers
an unmolested and honourable passage through the
country of Kechiwéra and Sindhs acknowledged
the courtesy in & handsome letter Shortly after
occurred the peace with Jaipur and Jodhpur, and at
the intercession of the Réjis Balwant Singh was,
finally, released ; but Ambaji Inglia, who was then
commanding for Sindhia 1n Mélwi, picked a quarrel
with him about ransom, and refused to restore the
fort of Raghugarh Having neither money nor energy
Balwant retired to Jaipur, where he ultimately died,
and was succeeded by his son Ja: Singh, a young man
of ruthless but vigorous character.

The rest of the story of Kechiw4ra does not belong
to the life of Médhava Sindhia. He does not seem to
have ventured on contravening the arrangement made
in his bebalf by Amb4ji, nor is the present writer in &
position to say with certainty that Amb4ji wag with-
out justification for his course of ,action. But it was
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resented by Jai Singh, & man of more spirit than his
father, though he sometimes showed it in a manner go
cruel as to be suspected of insanity. He was cordially
assisted in his hostilities against Sindhia by Durjen
L4l, who had been Réjé Balwant's Vukil, or agent, at
Sindhia’s Court »and these hostihities were mainteined
long after Mddhava's death.

It was about the same time as the date of
Mubammad Beg’s expedition to Raghugarh that M4-
dhava attempted to consolidate his influence at the
Mughal Court by mnviting the return of Mirzd Jawan
Bakht, the Heir-apparent, fiom Lucknow. We saw
that this sensible and virtuous Prince had been left at
Delhi by Ahmad, tho Duréni Shéh, as ostensible head
of the provisional government established there in
1759. Since then he had scen many vicissitudes , and
had escaped from the palace during Afrasyéb’s tenure
of office, and went to Lucknow, about the end of April,
1784 There he had met Mr. Hastings, whose sym-
pathies were warmly excited by the sorrows of the
cxcellent prince, and by whom an annuity of four
ldkls was granted to him, with a strong recommenda-
tion to throw mimself on the protection of Médhava
Sindhia, as already mentioned

But by 1786 Hgstings was gone, and Lord Corn-
wallis had taken cbarge of Bengal, with power to
mmpose his decisions on an opposing Council, and
mstructions to purchase peace at any price. There
was, apparently, & conflict among some of the agents
of tHe Government as to the means to be employed to
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this end ; but the result was that the Prince was led
to conceive suspicions of Sindhia's motives (for which
suspicions no grounds ever appeared) and to decline
his invitation. The voices calling the British to Delln
were also unheard or unhceded!. It may be that the
late successes of Haidar and his son, and the tre-
mendous scale of Indian war, both in point of distances
to be traversed and hostile forees to be encountered,
may have appalled a man accustomed to scientific
warfare, like Cornwallis, and not very fortunate at
that The Resident at Lucknow, Major Palmer, had
taken a somewhat larger view Shéh ‘Alam was grow-
ing old and lethaigic, the interests of the Company
seemed bound up 1n thosc of the Heir-apparent Whalst
he remained under Dritash influence the usurpation of
Sindhia was incomplete, and so long as that was so &
great danger was avoided. So wrote Palmer in 1785.
In the following year Cornwallis assumned charge ; and
after attempting the perennially-recur ring reformation
of Oudh, he found his attention slmost exclusively
diverted to the Deccan. He cvidently considued
that, so far as Hindust4n was concerned, it was best
that Camerina should not be sheken *Hiany,’ said the
official organ, ‘ have urged the necessity of upholding
the Mogol influence to counterbalance the power of
the Hindus; but this should scem bad policy; as
we should causelessly become obnoxious and involve
ourselves in the interest of a declimng State’ (Cul-
cutta Gazette, 8 March, 1787).
! Sce Mr Secton Karr’s Cornwallis, 1n this eeries, pp 16, 17
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The Prince remaining at Lucknow, and the British
being permanently bent on withholding payment of
tribute and on retaining, for themselves or for the
Nawéb, the possession of the ceded provinces, the
Patel was left to his own resources for raising the
revenues of his nbwly-acquired territories. He thus
was led to the measure of inquiring into the titles
under which vast alienations of revenue had been
made by persons who, in the recent anarchy, had
sot up as hereditary holders of fiefs The subject
of free landholding in India is too large to be here
analysed in all its detals; it must suffice to ex-
plain the essential difference between the systems
of Asia and Ewope. In the latter a partition of
the lands among military leaders had, as we know,
become general in the tenth century of the Chnstian
era, hy virtue of which allodial tenure disappeared,
and large estates were formed which, subject to
certain regulated burdens and dutics, descended from
the father to the eldest son and laid the foundation of
landed property as it still exists in this country. In
India, on the contrary, and in many other eastern
countries, the fand was claimed by the township, or
commune, on condition of paymng the surplus produce
to the public fise. The payments were collected in &
variety of ways; and each being small in itself, the
State found its convenience in grouping & number of
townships and giving charge of each group either to
a fa.rmer who bdught the farm at auction, or to a
gm.ntee who was to yield a proportion of the produce,

~——
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in kind, in eash, or in military service. So far as the
two systems may seem to have had a not dissimilar
origin, except that in India the townships were often
too tenacious of existence and of traditional rights to
allow the farmer or grantee to reduce their copar-
cenors to the position of mere tenafits-at-will or even
copyholders But the great difference was, after all,
not so much 1n that direction. Had the farms and
grants becomo heroditary it is' probable that the
proprietary rights and the communitics themselvea
would have ultimately disappeared—as, indeed, they
did in Bengal when the Zamind4rs became proprietors.
Fortunately a farm, as such, has no tendency to
become hereditary, its very essence being the periodical
use of a method of anction As for the grants, they
might often be usurped by the heir when the grantee
died; or when the Government was not especially
woak, & fine might be accepted in leu of the trouble of
dispossessing the usurper. But, happily for the people,
such ideas wcre opposed to state-thecories as much
as to popular notions. The sprrit of Muhammadan
polity does not favour the devolutign of property by
inheritance so a8 to create a patrician order. In the
palmy days, thercfore, of the Mughal Empire, a
grandee’s fiefs were regarded 1s the light of pey or
pension, and were almost imnvariably resunfed at his
death.

Such was the origin of the famous ¢ Jaghire-system,’
of which we hear so much in Indisn hwstory?!, And

! Jai-gir, = ‘place-holding,’ 1s the truc Perman ferm. Clive had
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1t was into the titles of such holdings that Sindhia
row ordered inquiry; with the prospect that the
mcomes were to be resumed in order to be applied to
the purposes of the Governmcent where the title was
bad and the grantee too weak to contend against the
State. The meaB8ure was perfectly legal: 1t wanted
no political justification its timeliness and prudence
form a separate question Sindhia’s head was perhaps
s little turned by sdccess. The object that he hed in
view was to organise a standing army, like that of
the Company, in lieu of the levies of the Jucgurddrs.
and the resumption of the fiefs was, in fact, the sub-
stitution of a paid and taaimned force for the services,
often 1magina1y and always weak, of the usurpng
Barons But the Patel had to prepare for the hostiity
of the latter, who had every motive for opposing the
change. The Barons on their part prepared for resist-
ance, and were doubtless encouraged by Muhammad
Beg, himself & prominent member of their order, who
had by this time succoeded mn taking the fort of
Raghugarh, but remained encamped in the district,
The standing army was meanwhile taking shape
besides de Boigne other professional officers were
making their mark, among the best of whom were the
Marithd Ambé)i Ingha and Rina Khén, the quondam
water-cetrier who had saved the life of his master after
the rout at Pénfpat. Thus supported, Sindhia called

an offiee of this kind, under an 1mporial patent, by virtue of which
he wasethe landlord of his cnployer, the East India Company, 1n
the ‘Twenty-four Parganss.’
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Muhammad Beg from the settlement of Kechiwdrs,
and ordered him to disband his levies. Muhammad
Beg evaded comphance, Himmat Bahddur, & Jaigirdér
in Bundelkhand, refused to render his accounts, and
went into rebellion ; the Réjput Chiefs, emboldened
by the evacuation of Raghugarh, joined the combina-
tion; all Central India secmed about to take fire
The phy ment of revenuc bogan to be generally repudi
ated ; and Sindhia’s commumecativns with Mélwéd and
the Deccan were cut  Réjé Partib Singh, of Jaipur,
called upon the Jodhpur Chiof, Mahéird}d Bijai Singh,
for aid which was given with alaerity ; and the con-
federacy was soon joined by the Rina of Udaipur and
other minor chiefs Alnost without warning, and with
his army not yet orgamsed, Sindhia suddenly found
his authority challenged by a biave host of 100,0co
horse and foot, with 400 picces of artillery. Aganst
this he had to oppose the regular army under Ambéj:
and Réna Khén, the small coips of M de Boigne,
and the Mughal horse and regular battalions of the
Impenal service under the suspicious direction of
Mubammad Beg The latttr gencral was seconded by
his nephew, Ism4il Beg, who prove(ffd be the last of
the great Mughal immigrant lcaders; a man of an
indomitable spirit in battle, and & gallant leader of
heavy cavalry, but deficient in prudence and in
principle.

Sindhia brought this explosion upon himself by one
of those errors of judgment to which he was more
subject in prosperity than in adversity. He sent a
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chieftain of his owm clan, Raidji Sindhia, to demand
tribute at the gates of Jaipur; and, when the Rs),
confiding in the combinations already effected, de-
nsively refused compliance, it proved that Raiéjf had
po means of enforcing the demand. The Musalméin
courtiers at Delhé rejoiced at the rebuff of their
heathen master, even the fecble old Emperor mam-
fested hostihty , while, at the same time, he raised
open complaints of the arbitrary conduct of his
protector, and alloged himself to be ill-treated and
madequately supphied with money. In this general
adversity, and when all his resources appeared hkely
to be msufficient to conduct a successful campaign 1n
Réjputéna, Sindhia suddenly found himself forced to
detach two strong bodics of troops under Ambéy to
encounter an mncursion of the Sikhs to the northward
of the capital.

He then took the field in person with the remainder
of lus troops, and marched towards Jaipur, attended
by Muhammad Beg, Rina Khén—the ex-waterman—
and by the corps of Appa Khind: and de Boigne, lately
returned from Bundelkhand. The army so formed
was the ‘ Imperfal trmy,” and moved with something
of imperial state. it was thoiefore the more easly
harassed by what had,once been the tactics employed
against Aarangzeb. It was surrounded, its foragers
and stragglers were cut off, and 1ts supplies shortened.
It was also in a disumited condition, and eonsequently
not to be trusted for combined action.

In tRis state it was encountered by the allies at
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Lélsot, a village about forty miles south of Jaipur,
at the end of May, 1787 Muhammad Beg deserted to
the enemy, followed by Isméil Beg, the Mughal horse,
and a quantity of good infantry and artillery. Worsted
in three burning days of umequal combat, and sur-
rounded by marauding skirmishers who plundered
his camp at night, Simnda determined to retire

But, 1f he had been led into mistakes by the elation
of prospenty, he showed no draven spuit against
adverse fortuno. He retired in good order, sending
off his heavy baggage under a strong cscort to Gwalor,
calling 1 all his detachments, and falling slowly back
upon the friendly count:y of Bhartpur. Arrived at
Dig, he coneihated the Jit Chief by the cession of that
fortress—an old posscssion of the family—and sent an
express to Poona carnestly imploring the Néna to send
him reinforcements for the common cause of Mfh4-
rdshtra. This done, he deposited his heavy artillery
in the almost impregnable fortress of Bhartpur, and
strengthened the garrison of Agra under the command
of Lakw4 Déda, one of the most faithful of his native
generals

A translation of the letter writtén Ln this oceasion
to Néna Farnavis will be found in Grant Doff (1ii. 24),
and it shows the skilful way i which a man appar-
ently at s last resources could appeal.to a mnot
wholly friendly colleague without loss of dignity.
The Nfna appears to have had an ungenerous mo-
ment, and to have complied withs Sindhia’s request
reluctantly, only consenting after much delay and
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with mortifying eonditions. He was more prompt
afterwards.

The Rdjputs did not follow up their success ; but
s new trouble was not slow to make its appearance
The son of the late Zibita Khén, who died in January,
1785, was that Ghuldm Kédir whose 1ill-treatment
i 1772 has becn already mentioned, and who was
now in the full possession of his father's fiefs at the
head of the Dosb anfl of his father’s turbulence, with
mfinitely more than his father’s energy His ambition,
stimulated, perhaps, by an ill-regulated intellect and
a mad impulse of vindictiveness, had been held
in restraint by the physical and moral supremacy
of Sindhia The moment had now arrived which he
had long awaited. While Sindhia was engaged 1n his
difficult struggle with the Réjputs 1t would be easy
to join his forces to those of Ismiil Beg, obtamn pos-
session of Agra and Delhi, and strike a blow with
success for the cause of Islim and hereditary fiefs
With the Emperor's person 1n their power they might
renew the enterprise of Ghdzi-ud-din, and rule Hin-
dustdn to the benefit of the faith and of themselves
In communication, therefore, with Ismdil Beg, who
was besieging Agra, Ghulim Kédir set out from hs
northern estates andsprocecded to occupy the country
round th8 metropohs

In the meantime the R4jputs, having digested their
late triumphs, proceeded to renew their attack on
Smdhia. Surprising & detachment of his army
under Ambéji they put it to flight with severe
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loss, and drove Sindhia to take refuge in the fort
of Gwalior.

This season of distress, as de Boigne used afterwards
to relate, was also the season of Sindhia's true great-
ness But the Savoyard adventurer was wise after
the event. For the moment he Wespaired, though
Sindhia did not; and he began to think of quitting
a service in which he saw no prospect of wealth or
distmetion, and joning the fathous Claude Martin
1 business engagements at Lucknow, Sindhia, how-
over, prevailed on him to undertake some farther
operations for his deliverance, and de Boigne did
not refuse. For the moment master and man re-
mawned at Gwalior, where they were tolerably safe,
to await events and prepare for a further effort.

The rainy scason had now set in, and suspended
mmlitary operations But, towards the end of the
monsoon, while the Peg was still engaged in the siege
of Agra, Ghulim Kddir advanced on Delh, and en-
camped at Shihdara on the left Lank of the Jumna,
facing the palace of the Mughals. In‘the city was a
Marsithé garrison, which was eommanded by Sindhia’s
son-1n-law, called ¢ The Desmukh,’ and by a Muham-
madan official ecalled Shih Nizim-ud-din, whom
Sindhia had lately put in charge of the home-
demesnes. They opened fire on Ghulém K4dir's
camp, & hostility that was promptly returned. and
presently, finding that Ghuldim Kédir had secured
the sympathies and connivance of the Nézir and
other Mughal officers, they threw up the defence
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and retired to Ballabgarh, a fort then garrisoned by
the friendly Jéts.

Ghulim Kédir immediately entered Delhi, and was
presented to the Emperor by the Nfzir, Manzur Ali—
a nominee, 88 may be remembered, of the late Mirz4
Najaf Kbén. Thise man had been for some time in
correspondence with the rebel, perhaps propitiated by
gifts, perbaps affected by the mirage of a.Musalmén
1cvival. He now allotted to the young Pathén the
quarters in the palace usually reserved for the Amar-
ul-Amara, or Premier noble This had been the
office held by the omginal Nujib, and constantly
claimed by Zébita; and Ghulfin Kédir had set his
hard heart upon obtaiming it for himself. But the
Emperor was not yet fallen so low ag to rewaid a
recbel  Aided by Begam Sombre, who hastened to
Delhi on hearing of the intended ievolution, his
Majesty dismissed the Pathén, who retired to his
camp. He also raised additional guards, and sum-
moned Najaf Kuli Khén, a former retainer of Mirzd
Najaf, from his estate at Rewiiri, about fifty miles
distant. This Chief immediately obeyed the sum-
mons, and, oa armving at Delhi, cneamped by the
Begam, in front of the main gate of the palace, on
the 17th November, 1787. A cannonade was then
vpened qn the rebels, who replied by firing shots,
of which some fell into the mterior of the palace.

Presently a compromise was effected, Sindhia being
stall 1 difficultigs at Gwalior, and his best troops
beleaguered by Ismfil Beg in Agra. Ghulém Kédir
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was formally invested with the insignia of the office
that he coveted. He then marched off to attack
Sindhia’s fort at Aligarh, which he took after a faint
resistance, and thence proceceded to join the Beg
before tho walls of Agra

At the end of 1487 Sindhia, hawing received large
reinforcements from Poona, erossed the Chambal at
Dholpur, and advanced to the relief of Agra. Ghulém
Kédir and the Beg on learning*this broke up their
camp and marched in search of him. An engagement
ensued at the willage of Chaksfina, in which Réna
Khén commanded Sindhia’s army, and in which the
regular battalions were led by de Doigne; and of
the battle which ensued we have that general’s own
description He says that the Musalnédn leaders fought
well, Ghulim Kddir breaking the infantty line of tho
right wing by a charge of cavalry Isméfil Begattempt-
ing the same tactics on de Boigne's battalions was
received with*coolness and success But the Marfithd
horse were no match for the Mughal cuirassiers ; the
Jéts were equally inefficicnt,, and it required all the
efforts of the European officers to protect the retreat
with their infantry and guns Réna Xhéh retreated
by night upon Bhartpur, and the cnemy resumed the
siege of Agra thus eainly interrupted. Shortly after
the battle, however, Ghuldim Kidir returned to his
northern possessions, drawn off by an attack of the
Sikhs from across the Jumna, who had been set in
motion by emissaries from Sindhia's camp.

The winter of 1787-8 is marked by the ¢urious
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appeal of Mirzi Jawan Bakht, the Heir-apparent,
for aid from the British. Not feeling any hope of
support from Lord Cornwallis, the Prince repaired to
Delhy, whence he addressed himeelf directly to King
George ITI. The letter is part of the history of
British India; and is only to be noticed here by
reason of the view that it expresses as to the conduct
of Sindhia, who is mentioned as vammly desired to
concilate the attachment of the old nobility, and to
oxtend protection to the distressed peasantry’ Sindhia
18 classed with Ghulfm Kfdir as among the enemies
of the Imperial House and of its allies, ‘the Réjas
and Princes of the Empne’, and the letter closes with
a passionate appeal to the British King to °restore
the royal authonty, to pumsh the rebelhous, to give
repose to the people of God, and to render his name
1llustrious among carthly potentates’

Foiled in all attempts to suceour his unbappy father,
and threatened in hfe and hiberty by the attempts of
(Ghulfn Kédur, the Prince retired to the protection of
the Brtish at Benares, where he died on the 318t of
May Idle as the specculation may be, 1t 13 hard to
1efrain from a pussing thought as to what might have
happened if he could have combined with Sindhia and
drawn off the Musalntén leaders ffom thewr cperations
aguinst Apra and Delln

Unsupported by the Heir-apparent and the Bratish,
Nindhia’s fortunes seemed ebbing fast. Attempting to
move fiom Bhartpgur to Alwar he was checked by the
Jmpur.Rﬁja, who drove lum back towards Arga On

I
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his way thither he was again attacked by Ismé4il Beg
and driven in fight across the Chambal. The Jodhpur
army defeated Ambéj1, and hindered him from bring-
ing Belp to lis mastor Receiving fresh reinforce-
mepts from the Deccan, however, Simdhia renewed his
attempt to raise the siege of Agra where Lakwa Déda
still gallantly held out. A battle ensued near the
famous ruins of Fatehpur-Sikri, in which de Boigne's
battalions once more bore the brunmt, and in which
Sindhia was at last successful Ismdil was routed,
and had to cscape by swimming his horse through the
walers of the Jumna near Agra, the siege of which
town was immedhately raised after a duration of just
twelve months On the other shoie Isméil found
Ghuldim Kiddir, who had returned, after setthng with
the Sikhs, and with whoua he pioceeded to Delha,
where they arrived sometine 1n June.

In the meanwhile M do Bowgne, woary of a war n
which he had all the haid work but nothing of the
direction, left the service of Sindhia and took up a
business carcer at Lucknow. Feeling the loss of this
invaluable assistant, Sindhia proceeded to take a little
repose at Mathura, while the Emperor, Whose imbeaile
intrigues and subterranean hostility had been under-
mining all his operations, was left to fare as be might
with his new associates His bad feeling" towards
Sindhia is shown in his son’s letter to George III!

! The letter to George III undoubtedly expresses the Shah’s real
feeling towards Sindhia, the writer being then an inmate of his

1ll-starred father’s palace.
" []
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Rut be had shown it in 8 more active way, at first by
weeret lotters to the Réjput Princes, dud efterwards
also by openly marching towards Ajmere in the spring
It is true that he did not get any further than Gokal-
gsrh, & stronghold of Najaf Kuli, who bad been &is-
playing some nsolence. But his expedition was un-
doubtedly planned 1n impotent antagonism to Sindhia
being undertaken i in pursuance of an invitation from
the Jodhpur Réja, professedly supported by the Jaipur
Chief, with both of whom Sindhia was then at open
war, Gokalgarh surrendered; and the Emperor,
satisfied with this pectty success, returned to Delbi
on the 15th April, accompanied by Himmat Bahddur,
another open enemy of the Patel



' CHAPTER VI .

Siapuia AND Gauiam Kapip

IN the maimn cvents of this cha;.pter Médbava had
less part than would have been expected It has
always been u question with his admieis why he
remawned aloof from the sovereign whom he professed
to sorve, at a tume when that most imbecile of
monsrchs was expused to mnsult and 1ll-treatment
from persons to whum he, Sindlua, had been so lately
and so fiercely opposed. Two reasons will oecur to
readers of these pages Sindhia may not have thought
lus forces equal to the siege of Delhi o he may have
wished that the Emperor should be taught by bitter
expericnce who weie his true fiicndy, and on which
side his best interests lay He did not, we may be
sure, calculate on the mad cxtiemes to wlich the
violence of Ghuldm Kédu would procolod he doubt-
less thought that the persons and property of the
descendants of Taimur would be‘safe in the hands of
a gallant soldier, ke Isméil Beg, and a weaithy and
high-born noble liko Ghuldm Kédir. In any case he
remamed supine at Mathura for threc months, during
which the passtve courage of the fallen sovereign and
the brutal violence of his oppressors were without a
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parallel, and remained so till the French excesses of
1792, and the slow destruction of the unhappy
Toms XVL Grant Duff suggests another reason
«Sindhie,’ he says, ‘ was still 1n need of furtherein-
forcements from the Decean, which Holkar and the
Néna were unwiblling to supply unless on condition of
beng admitted to a share of Sindhia’s power in
Hindustén’

The revolution &t Delhi seemed now complote.
The cause of the Crescent was accepted by the
Emperor and his court and by the mob of eunuchs
and parasites who thronged the beautiful marble halls
and the precincts of the palace, smiling at the efforts of
the Christian Begam and the Hindu Patel The nearest
Musalmfin rival was a slothful Wazir at Lucknow,
Ghuldm Ké&dir was the highest official at Delhi, having
lawfully become Premier-noble, thercby gaining an
office of undefined character which had often conveyed
political power to 1its possessor. The Actual military
command was held by Ismiil Peg, whose forces were
stationed 1n the old city of Firoz Shih Tughlak. It
was now the middle of the monsoon. On the 18th
July the corffederates cntered the palace, with fifty
men-at-arms, and recerved K l«ts (dresses of honour)
they then retired, ith all the outward marks of
respect, £0 concoct arrangements for a general scheme
of plunder, 1n which Ismfal was to levy requisitions
from the city while Ghulim K#dir undertook the
spoliation of the.palace.

Hihts of these intentions, and demands for money
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preferred in tones of growing insolence, alarmed the
helpless Shah, who sent, when too late, to implore the
help of Sindhia. Ferly in the morning of the 27th
July@Bhulém K4dir left the quarters of the Amir-ul-
Amara, and presented himself at the Diudn Klhds,
where he peremptorily demanded an audience The
Shéh accordingly came out of his privaje apartments
—though the hour was but 7 am.—and found
many courtiers and officials assembling round the
faded semblance of the peacock-thiome. Citing the
authority of Ismiil Beg, the new Premier announced
that, in obedience to his Majesty's orders, the army
was ready to march on Mathura, and to chase the
Mardthés from Hindustin But, before the campaign
could be opened, 1t would be absolutely nccessary to
provide for the payment of arrcars due to men and
officers  Their late services had been required by the
State ; and it was to the State Treasury that the army
must look for payment This harangue was pro-
tracted for some time, and at 1ts conelusion met with
applause from the speaker's party headed by the
Nézir But Lala Sital Dés, the Treasurer, being sent
for to report on the state of the finmunces, stoutly
declared that payment was impossible. It was not
for him to appraise the services_of the Pathéins, all
be could say was that his chests were empty. They
had seen his Majesty but lately melting down his
plate to allow of the raising of a small body of men
wherewith to augment his body-guard. Them was
no money to pay the Pathéns
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On hearing this statement Ghulim Kédir assumed
sn air of indignation, the whole scene having been
probably prepared—perhaps concerted with the Nézir
Drawing from his bosom & letter fiom the Efberor
(calling for help from Sindhia), which had been inter-
cepted by his pdlice, he ordered his followers to dis-
arm the Shéh and remove him mto clpse custody.
The Shéh attempting resistance, Ghuldm Kédir drew
lus sword, and would have cut down the Emperor
liad not the Nézir inteiposed and persuaded the fallen
sovereign to retire quictly to his own apartments.
For the next three days he was left there, wath the
members of his family, entnely without food or attend-
unce, while the Pathfn enthroned a feeble recluse
whom he entitled Bédar Ba,kht: and set on foot hs
long-plunned scheme of wholesale plunder.

The Beg, however, proved a difficult accomplice
finding tbat Ghulsém Kédir kept possession of the
palace without sending any pay to “himself or his
men, on whose protection he was dependent, Isméil's
not very lively mtelligence began to take alarm
Sending for the heads of the urban community he
advised theih t6 provide for thewr own safety, pro-
mising to protect them so long a8 he might remain,
and giving strict charge to his officers accordingly

Mearrwhile Ghuldm KA4dir proceeded to ransack the
palace. The new Emperor was sent to plunder his
predecessor, and women were employed to search the
ladies of the Imperial famly and strip them of their
tewelled ornaments. Dissatisfied with the proceeds
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of these, he fell back upon a notion which seems t,
have grown m his mind till it became a mere mono.-
mania—the 1dea that the palace contained a hidden
treadre, the secret of which was known to the Shih
and to him only Most of the atrocities that the
Pathén now commutted are to beascribed to this
fixed idea of a secret hoard obstinately concealed
from him b.y a wilful but helpless old man

The prospect of being abandoned by Isméil Beg,
however, and of losing the proteetion of that dull but
valorous cavalier and his fighting men, caused the
Pathén serious msgivings On the 15th an envoy
from Sindhia had arrved in Delhi, followed by 2coo
good cavalry under Rudji Sindhia, & member of the
Patel’s clan already mentioned. It became known
too that the Patel had wntten to Begam Sumroo
begging her to do all 1n her power, she had several
tames shown her loyalty, and was now within four
marches, wath dve battalions of foot, under European
officers, supported further by fifty guns It was
nothing but Ism#il and his troopers that guarded
Delbi on the noith and west, and gave Ghulém
Kédir time for his researches in the® palace. He
therefore sent a donative of five ldkks to them, and
begged them to levy contributions, in a regular
manner, from the Hindu bankers and traders of the
city.

The Pathén, deeming himself socure, proceeded to
further investigations On the 29th<he sent for the
Shéh and caused hum to be flogged in his presence.
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cmploymng Bédar Bakht to ply the scourge on his
nugust kinsman’s back. Next day a wholesale flogging
of the Imperial Princesses took place, and their shrill
laments rang through the glorious galleries of @hsh
Jahfin. On the 18t of August a pressing attempt was
made to shake the constancy of the Shdh and extort
from him the hey of a secret which had, in fact, no
cxistence. The, Shih employed the strongest forms
of demal: ‘If) said he, ‘you suppose that I have
concealed any treasure 1t must be in my own body
Rip me up and see.” The tormentor then tried the
effect of fair words and promises, but they were
equally vain, as a matter of necessity “God protect
you, He has laid me asde,’ said the poor old man. ‘I
,am contented with my fate’

When the ladies, some of them the widows of
deceased sovereigns, had been stripped of their small
possessions, they were driven out to starve in the
streets Determined not to have all these crimes on
s conscience for nothing, the Pathdn sought for
money nght and left The Niur, once his friend,
he squeezed of seven ldkhs On the 3rd he lolled
upon the thréne by the side of his protégé, Bédar
Bakht, smoking a water-pipe and sending the smoke
mto the Prince’s face In some such moments of
1¢pose ha observed that a few fragments of gold still
adhered to the decorations, accordingly he gave
orders for the total destruction of this venerable
frame, which had. survived the devastations of Nédir
Shfh? and had all the bullion collected and thrown
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into the melting-pot On the 7th he had a fit of
remorse, during which be paid the old Emperor a
visit, and offered to place on the throne his favourite
son Akbar. That prince, curiously enough, did sue-
ceed, years later , awd 1t was his son who was titular
ruler for five months in 1857, when he permitted, if
he did not order, worse atrocitics than what he had
witnessed as a child.

At last, on the 10th of August, Ghulim Kédir found
that he could command but little more time, and his
small stock of paticnce was consumed by the twofold
inroads of a crazy temper and a scnse of coming
danger! Followed by somo of the more ruffianly ot
his men he entered the Dindn Kldx and ordered that
the depoted Shih should be biought before him
Once more the sceret treasure was demanded, and
once more the existence of treasure and of a secret
was denied. After sume further taunting and tortur-
g of hus children, the old man was thrown, his eyes
were cut out by the kmives of the Pathins; and the
same fate would have been dealt to all the Princes
present, old and young, but for the humane expos-
tulations of the Treasuiel, whom the }athin did not
care to offend.

The luckless Shéh was then dragged off to the part
of the palace reserved for deposed Emperors and other
such illustrious captives; and Ghulfm K4dir had
leisure for the indulgence of remorse and for a serious

' In moments of dcpression he attempted to oxcuse hrruself to
Ius followers by saying that he was acting by angclic mnspiration



SINDHIA AND GHULAM KADIR 139

consideration of his pomtion. On the 12th he made
a fresh attempt to conciliste Isméil Beg; but that
Mughal Murat was in no mood to be attached to such
u cause. On the i4th, bodies of Marithd troops
began to appear in the countryy south of the ey,
sent from Mathure? by Sindhiz, and Ismé1l Eeg began
to negotiate with emissaries from Réna Khén, Sin-
dbia’s favourite ¢ Brother ' and General The aity was
all but invested; tie shop-keepers had shut up their
shops and fled ; scarcity prevailed, intensifying day by
day. Persons of the most 1lustrious birth died of
famine in the palace; the spoiler alone continued to
revel and banquet.

But bis men would not starve, and they now de-
mranded provisions with murmurs and threats One
wtiny at least broke out, which the Pathdn only
suppressed at the risk of his life. On the 7th of
September he resolved to abandon his position, now
growing untenable, he sent all his mtn across the
nver to the camp at Shdhdara—the only spot of
which he retamned command, for Ismdl hed now
ceased to give any suppoit to an associate so useless
and so discreditable The bulk of the plunder was
despatched towairds Ghausgarh, a stiong place near
Muzafarnagar, of which nothing but the mosque now
remains. . On the 14th, Ghulam Kédir made a last
attempt to extort from Shéh ‘Alam the supposed
socret of the hid treasure

This curious situstion was prolonged for more
than three weeks, during which neither party eared
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to attack the other. At length came the 1i1th of
October, the last day of the great Musalmén Fast of
Muharam: and it became known that Isméil Beg
had joined Rina Khén who had also received re-
inforcements from the Deccan Ghuldm Kédir per-
ceived that inaction was no longer* possible. At any
moment his camp might be attacked or the palace
fortifications stormed At mghtfall, therefore, he
blew up the powder magazine ot the ‘ Red Castle '—
so the palace is called—and hurried across the river
on an elephant sending before him a number of
hastages, consisting of members of the royal family,
including Bédm Bakht, his own titular sovereign.

Réna Khin immediately took possession of the
palace, and caused the conflagration to be extinguished
which was spreading from the magazine Shéh ‘Alam
and the remaiming ladies of lus famly weie set at
hberty, consoled, and provided with necessaries and
comforts THe General then sent to Sindbia a report
and a request for remnforcements, while the Pathfins
broke up from Shdhdara and began their retreat
northward

It will be observed that the Darbér* of Poona had
been continuously suppmiting and strengthening the
Patel We have already had to mention thiee supplies
of troops sent to him during his recent difficulties
The last was commanded by Taktp Holkar, and it
may be taken as a proof of Sindha's moral influence
and of the confidence which he inspired that this
was 50 After due prehminary arrangements, as to
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division of labour and of the prospeutive-prize, the
combined force set off in pursuit of the Pathéna.
The latter, loaded with booty, had not been able to
march farther than Mirath (now, as * Meerut,’ a well-
known British Cantonment). Here, in those days,
was & large fort ihto which Ghuldm Kédir entered
with the flower of his force, hoping for support from
some of the Rohilli Chiefs of the neighbourhood
and, perhaps, from the Cis-Sutley Sikhs. Villain as
he was, perhaps a criminal lunatie, Ghulim Kédir did
not want for courage or for conduct, but Smdhia
felt that the wolf was now trapped, and caused the
sicge to be hotly pressed The fort was completely
invested, provisions faled, and aiter an obstinate
defeonce of two months’ duration Ghulim Kidir
Foffored terms of surrender These being refuscd,
general assault was delivered on 218t December The
garnson defended the walls through the short winter
day , but their Chief found that there *was no more
to be expeeted from followers who were weary of his
illsuceess if not disgusted by lus erimes  He there-
fore mounted his horse at nightfall and escaped by a
sally-port, with the more portable part of his booty
concealed in the stufling of his saddle. In the morn-
ing the garrison sursendered, the disappointment of
Sindhia’seofficers may be imagined But 1t was not
destined to endure The fugitive was brought in by
the peasantry of the neighbourhood, by whom he had
Leen seized and sbound Réna Khén immediately
ordered a strong escort to convey him to the presence
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of Sindhia at Mathura, where exemplary punishment
would doubtless have been awarded But the in-
dignant soldiers spared their master all trouble
msulted and 1ll-treated on the road Ghulém Kédir
was unable to control his temper he became violent,
and the men first blinded him, then mutilated, and
finally hanged him on & road-side tiee, 3rd of Marech,
1789. The scene of this punishment 18 traditionally
said to have been at Farrah, half-way between Agra
and Mathura ; and Sindhia could do no more than
send the mangled trunk to Delhi, where it was laid
before the sightless Emperor, the most ghastly offer-
ing that was ever presented in the beautiful Diwdn
Khds'. The town of Ghausgarh was entirely de-
stroyed with the exception of the great mosque
Bédar Bakht was made a pusoner snd the Nézia
trampled to death by an elephant.

Turning fiom these tragic scenes, we observe, with
a senso of réhef, the gencrous efforts of Sindhia to
provide for his unfortunate sovereign. By the um-
written canons of Isldm, no blind man ecould be,a
Sultan, but Sindhia meant to do the whole business
of State in futule, and to spare the Siih the pam of
a formal deposition. The Emperor was enthroned
with due pomp, and the homage of the Peshwé and
his Deputy was duly presecnted. Writing Jess than

! This 1s the pillared hall, still glowing wath arabesque, on the
cornice of which are painted the lines, *If there be a heaven on
earth It 18 this, it is this, 1t 18 thia® The scenes that have taken
place there have been often such as to Bo more suggestive of
another place.
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two years later, M. de Boigne declared that Sbéh
‘Alam was still revered as the source of power and
the fountain of honour in the entire peninsula, and
expressly asserted that ‘ Sindhia participated in the
reverence.” A civil list of nine lékks (say £go,000)
a year was settled for the support of thé Crown, to
which the British Government, though resolutely
witbholding tribute, added a compassionate allow-
ancel. The Empeiof was also allowed to appropriate
the complimentary offerings of those who desired to
be presented For two generations more this faded
semblance of a once mighty Empire continued to be
maintained, and the East India Company coined
money 1n the name of the Emperor long after its
servants had become the paramount power in India
*In 1815, Lord Moira refuscd to visit Delhi because
the then occupant of the palace, Shih ‘Alam’s son
snd successor, would not roccive him on an equal
footing. Criers still made public notfces with the
cxordium—*The country 1s tho Shdh's, the power
18 the .Company’s, the people 18 God's’ The tenacity
of the feeling was shown in 1857, when the revolted
Sepoys ruinofl their chances by collecting round
Shéh “Alam’s grandson. When Delln was taken the
sged representative yof the House of Taimur was
taken tor Burma, where he and his heir died in

! After the campaign of 1803 o monthly allowance of go,000 Siwcea
Tupees was settled by Lord Wellcsley on Shih ‘Alam and his family,
amouniyng to something consderably over £110,000 & year, ex-
usive of landed estates.
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captivity and exile; the collateral members hn.ve
merged in the general population.

It would therefore be an injustice and a mistake to
consider Sindhia as the destroyer of the Empire In
very difficult circumstances he failed to support and
protect an ambecile sovereign who was intrigming
against him and playing into the bands of his op-
ponents Perhaps he might have prevented the de-
plorable events which occurred ih the palace during
the summer of 1788, but he had better means of judg-
g possibilities than we can have. he could not have
forcseen the conduct of a crazy ruffian who was then
only known as a distinguished nobleman of abihity
and courage and when at last he did interfere 1t,
cost hun great reimnforccments and a senous effort.
But, when these had leen ciowned by a tardy success,
he then displayed hiy usual good semse by saving
from the wreck such shreds of empue as could be
saved, and by maintaining forms respected by the
public even while keeping the reality of power for
his own use.



CHAPTER VII .
SINDHIA AND GENERAL DE BOIGNE

SHAH ‘ALAM was an euthor, and wrote Persian
poetry under the alias of Aftib (*Sun’). A curious
specimen of his work has been preserved, a sort of
Psalm composed after he had been blinded by Ghu-
1fm Kédir, and a short exiract may serve to show
‘the change that had come over his sentiments in
respect to the subject of thus memorr after the failure
of his hope of a Muhammadan revaval.

‘Now that this young Afghin has destroyed the digmity of
my State,
I see none but Thee, O Mast High! to have pity on me
Yet peradventure Timur Shsh, my kinsman, may come fo
my ad,
And Médhuy Sindhia—who 1s as a son to me—will avenge my
cause
Agafud daula also; and the chiefs of the English,
They too may como tp my rehef .
Shame Jwere it if princes and peoplea gathered not together,
To the end that they might bring me help!’

Here we have a glimpse of sound judgment and
cheerful hope. The fallen monarch sces at Mast who
aro hig true friends. Timur Shéh, son of the famous

K
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Dauréini of Pénipat, had married the Shéh's daughter,
and perhaps aid from that quarter might have proved
a source of ultumate embarrassment But the others
were all such as to give real help, Asaf-nd-dauls
was the Nawéb of Oudh, who had always shown au
interest, however languid, 1 the’ Empire of which
he was, in title the hereditary Prime Minister. The
like may be said of the * English,’ or rather British
Government 1n Bengal, which professed to hold the
eastern provinecs under the Shéh's commission. As
for Sindhia, he 18 now the Shih's chief hope, and,
instead of being blamed for negleet, 18 spoken of es
‘a son.” The hope, 1n lus case, was not entirely vain,
and Sindlia was not wanting 1 filial attentions

He st1ll. however, adhered to his favourite idea of
being only a willage-dignitary acting as a subordinate
agent of the Peshwd who was the real Vieegerent of
the Mughal Empire  Accordingly, 1n native parlance,
he 18 alway# known by the strange and discordant
cpithet of Mdhdrija Patel’, or, ns we might say,
His Highness the Mayor By the Emperor, however,
he was now decerated with the more sonorous titles
of Maddr-ul-maldm, Aly Jih, Bukdtur.— Exalted
and 1llustrious Centre of affuirs’; and, if & Mayor at
all, he was Mayor-of-the-palace ,

His position was greatly improved by the recent
revolution. In Mubammad Beg and Ghuldim Kédir
he had two formidable heads of Musalmén opposition,
both of ‘whomn had been swept from his path. Isméil
Beg still remamned, but he was for the present 'gained
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to the side of order, having been coneihated by Réna
Khén. Sindhia presently found a farther means of
attaching the brave but unintelligent sabreur by be-
stowing on hum a part of the fief of Najaf Kuli who
had lately died The cstates of this Chief were in the
Rewfri country, bbtween Delhi and Alwar, and were
the subject of counter-claims on the part of the Me-
whtis and the Jéts , so that Isméil not only had the
honour of being an’ imperial feudatory, but also a
prospect of occupation which would keep him out of
mischief. Doubtless, if the Afghfns should return
and attempt a new croscentade, there was no cer-
tamty that Ismfil would have the self-control to
keep out of the fray We have ventured already
to call this Chief ‘the Mughal Murat’; he re-
sembled the unlucky King of Naples in more ways
than one, and one point of likeness was that he
could not be trusted to act consistently, or with
common prudence

Another present difficnlty was the want of Euro-
pran oficers Médoe had 1eturned to France, where
he was killed in a duel. De Boigne was dealing 1n
mdigo at Lu¢know ; and the officer who had taken
lns place had suddenly disappeared, having, as was
supposed, caught the jewel-bearing charger of Ghuldm
Kiédir when that Chief was captured by the Mirath
villageas .  The Patel was more than ever convineed

' His name appears to have been Listeneaux, and the crown-

lewtls which he was believed to have appropriated have never been
leard of sinee,

K 2
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of the great importance of regular infantry and field-
batteries wnder European discipline and leading : he
accordingly determined, most wisely from this point
of view, to ask M de Boigne to return on his own
terms. The Duke of Wellington, in later years, ex-
pressed, from another point of view) doubts as to the
wisdom of this course, stating the opinion that the
Marfthés would have ‘been more formidable 1f they
had never had & European or an infantry soldier in
their servicel’ But that opinion must be teken with
the surrounding circumstances As opposed to Asiatic
+ troops, disciphined and led in the mediaeval manner,
any tincture of scientific warfare was advantageous
Proofs of this have already appeared ; they will become
more frequent presently.

M de Boigne was one of the most upright and able
soldiers then in India, and by no means a man’
to shrink from hard work. But he had lcarned the
art of war in good schools—in the Irish brigade that
fought at Fontenoy, in the army of Catherine II
against the Turks, and in the native army of
the Company at Madras in the very stress of the
first Mysore War. He therefore kntw the prin-
ciples of scientific warfare, and he had learned how
to apply them to the people« and conditions of
India. But to command two battahons and a
light field-battery, however well-disciplined, was &
thankless task when your leader was a promoted
waterman or & self-taught Mardthd, whose n.u.tu.rsl

V' Selections from Correspondence, Sidney Owen, p 336.
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resources were & bamboo spear and a clean pair of
heels. .

Nevertheless, to be himself a General, to organise
and lead a uniform body, with complete sohdarity
and complete independence of other forces—this was
what had been de Boigne's ambition ever since he
left Calcutta, and he bad only withdrawn Lis ser-
vices'and taken to other paths when he found that
he was expected t0 remain subordinate to incapable
leaders and to be exposed to danger and respon-
sibility by other men’s blunders.

Sindhia, for his part, was in no humour to make
ympossible terms. In addition to the difficulties
alrcady mentioned, his regulars were now in mutiny
Thewr Colonel had deserted, leaving eight months’
pay in arrears, and that 18 what the most disciplined
merecnaries will not endure Sindhia, on the other
hand, would not brook mutiny, however it might
be justificd. An accommodation wae effected with
de Boigne, who was,made commandant with discre-
tionaty powers. He prevailled upon Sindhia to
shstain from his original plan of clarging the bat-
talions witheall his cavalry, undertaking that they
should be duly dealt with He then, by & mixture of
open threats and segret hints of pardon, prevailed on
them ta pile their arms and parade without them,
the battalions were then formally disbanded, after
which the new commander re-enhsted all the men on
new terms, with.a present payment of half the arrears
due;’ but he cashiered the officers who had been
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guilty of fomenting the discontents. Recruits were
then sought for in Rohilkhand and Oudh—the future
nursery of the famous Bengal army that committed
suicide in 1857. The non-commissioned officers of
the augmented force were taken from the best of the
old battalions. By this schome a show of punishment
was inflicted for what had not Leen a very malicious
offence,, and precious material was utilised for tuture
service :

The now force which, with Sindhia’s wilhing con-
sent, was now organised, gradually attained the
strength of three bugades, each of which, again, con-
sisted of eight Lattahons, somo Mughal hoise and
forty field-pieces: cach battalion had a European
commandant, with some Euiupcan or half-breed cap-
tamms The Gencial was ut first allowed 4000 Rs a
month, afterwards nercased to 6ooo, and he was
soon after allotted ccrtain revenue-paying districts
about Aligarh«drom whence to provide the pay of his
men and the expenses of Ins small army the said
distriets being under his own direct manngement
This arrengement 1s a good example of the system of
satgers (or tankhwdh-jacddd, as the teclinical phrase
went) and will be found more fully deseribed here-
ufter .

By dint of unremitting labour the force,was got
mto a semblance of rcadiness carly m 1790, though it
must have wanted hammering on the anvil of dis-
ciphoe, to say nothing of the hardening temper of
war Still, as compared with the rest of the army,
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de Boigne's corps was as the steel head was to the
bamboo lance, and an opportunity soon offered for
testang the weapon 1n active conflict It has already
been seen how unsteady were the motives and actions
of Isméil Beg, and how httle Sindhia could reckon
etther on his judgment or his fidelity. We have also
observed the hostility of the Réjput Chiefs towards
Sindhia They had latcly been 1n a state of sullen
acquiescence ; but htd now recovered their spirits for
another campaign , and the Beg, who regarded such
things 1 the hght of pleasure-parties, willingly lett
his dull bfe in Mew4t, and took the ficld as an ally of
Jaipur and Jodhpur pending the hoped-for descent of
Taimur Shih from Kébul end Ghazni.

To confront this combination, Sindhia sent forth a
grand expedition under Gopdl Rfo Bhéo and Lakwi.
Déida, famous for his defence of Agra. To tlus was
attached tho new corps of Geneial de Boigne, and
they marched towards Jaipur 1in tho hope of antiei-
pating the junction between the Beg and his R4jput
alhes. The Bog was hurrying towards the rendezvous
at the head of a body of men-at-arms, disbanded
Afghéns andePersians, who had flocked to him in
answer to lus first summons.

In speakmng of these men as  cuirassiers’ and ‘ men-
at-arms’, an attempt is made to indicate that what
was now devolving upon Sindhia was the experiment
of opposing modern war to mediaeval war, men with
muskets to men in armour A detailed account of the
battl of Pénipat was given in Chapter II, partly in
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order to show that the young Marfthé had then seen
the experiment tricd for the first ame and ended by
the most complete farlure. The mailed horsemen of
the Durfini had utterly destroyed the southern army
in spite of the gallant efforts of Ibrfhim Gérdi. It
must therefore strike us as a strong mark of clearness
and originality that Sindhia should have been able to
pick the truth from such a confusing medium, and see
that Ibrihim’'s overthrow proved* nothing against the
system. The ‘Gdrdis’ had completely baffled the
Persian cavalry at Pénipat, and had all the Marfthd
infantry been like them, the result would have been
the same all along the line. Sindhia might, we say,
bave observed this, with his clear vision ; he certainly
saw it n Goddard's campaign in 1779, and perhaps,
«in later days, Gen de Boyzme may have quoted to him
the remark made by Bernier in the paliny days of the
Empire, that ¢ twenty-five thousand good troops under
Turenne or Gondé would trample under foot all the
hosts of the Great Mughal.’

That, then, was the 1ssue now to be submitted to
the arbitrament of actual warfare Sindhia despatched
his army from Mathura in March, 17gv; de Boigme,
though not ostensibly Commander-in-Chief, appears to
have assumed direction 2s soon as the seat of war was
reached. FEarly in May the army passed by .Gwalior,
and a cloud of hight Mardthd cavalry was sent out to
cover the further advance and obtain intelhgence of the
enemy. On the 10th they sent word that Isméil was
intrenched at Pétan, in the rocky country bevween
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Gwalior and Ajmere, not very far from the scene of
the three days’ battle of 1787, at L&lsot. The Réjputs
were at hand; and the dreaded junction might have
been easily effected. How dangerous these men were
was afterwards to be shown Indolent and untrained,
they had babits *of the most utter devotion; espe-
cm.lly was this the case with the Réthor cavaliers of
Jodhpur, & body of whom, some years later, rode
down du Drenec’s brigade of regular troops, unde
French officers, in spite of a loss of 1500 of their
number rolled over by grape from the well-served
field-preces!. But on the present occasion the raw
levies of de Boigne were saved from this experience.
The \.ugila.nce of Sindhia had been on the alert , presents
and promises hed becn made, and the support of
'these gallant Hindus was withheld from the Muham-
madan adventurers Left to s own resources, the
Beg for more than three weeks defended his lines
against the assaults of the Mardthds® At last, his
scanty stock of patience Lemng quite exhausted, pro-
visions also probably falling short, he sallied out, to
assume the offensive, on the 1gth of June. The Mughal
men-at-arms,”with trumpets and kettle-drums, and
flashing armour, thundered down upon de Boignes
ficld-batteries and sgbred the gunners at their posts.
Betweens the charges the nfantry were pelted by
grape from the intrenchments, and de Boigne had

! Thia battle was fought. at Senganur 1n 1799 Shunner has
deserihpd it from hie own observation In spite of the gallantry
of their cavalry the Rijputs lost the day
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:

to form square, like Wellington just a q;i.rter of
& century later, as fast as the hostile horsemen re-
newed their charges. Towards the end of the dey
de Boigne, observing signs of exhaustion on the part
of the encmy, determined upon reversing the situation
Placing himself 1n front of the life he deployed his
unbroken battalions and led them against the batteries
The first was carried with the shock, a hard struggle
took place for the second, but it was mastered by
8 pn , the thard fell an hourafter , the enemy ceased
to resist and theiwr lender with his personal following
fled for refuge to the city of Jupur The abstinence
of Holka1, who was ncar enough to have taken the
part of Blucher in 1813, rendered the pursuit imper-
fect, nevertheless IsmAil lost lus guns, elephants,
and baggage, and on the following day his regular
battalions and ten thousand i1regular t10ops went over
to the Mardthds De Boigne 1n his report estimates
the Mughal cd'valry at 5000 sabres , and attributes s
success to the fiimness of his own battalions ¢Thank
God,’ he adds, ‘I have 1ealised all the sanguine
expectations of Sindhia’ How steadily hus men must
have fought may be judged fiom their Yeturn of 120
killed and 472 wounded The aggregate forces of the
enemy were estimated at 20,0¢o horse and 25,000
foot, with one hundied picecs of artillery, the whole
of which, however, did not come into action; those
who did were worsted by the steady valour of less
than 10,000 men, mostly young soldiers who had
never seen a shot fired in anger
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In not giving substantial aid to the Beg, Partib
Singh may seem to have acted a spiritless part. But
the Kachwéha tribe, of which he was the head, were
a more peaceful people, and lived in more accessiblo
places than their Rijput brethren of Mirwar or Jodh-
pur Old Bijai Singh, the Jodhpur Réj4, finally suc-
cumbed to Sindhia's superior forces; but he had not
made up his mind to do so without another struggle,
which he began by a’ clumsy attempt to corrupt Gen
de Boigne, in his cyes no better than the ordinary
military adventurcr of the India of that day - He
accordingly sent a message to the General in which,
aftor many compliments upon his lato exhibition of
shill and valour, he was proflered the gift of the town
of Ajmere and the surrounding district on condition
iof his joining the Réjputs against Sindhia  But the
General answered, with polite but grim pleasantry,
that Sindhia had already bestowed upon him not
only Ajmere but all the territories of Jaipur and
Jodhpur, so that his 1espected correspondent might
Judge of the insufficiency of the tendered bribe On
the 218t of August, 1790, the General proceeded
to make good his boast by entering the town of
Ajmere, which was not sufficiently strong, either
m fort:fication or garrison, to offer the fantest
resistance

This famous town is the centre of a plateau forming
the watershed of the part of India in which its bound-
anes lie, and it 1s the highest pomnt on the plains of
Hindustdn. It is bounded on the north by the States
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of Kishngarh and Jodhpur, on the west by Jodhpar,
on the south by Udaipur, and on the east by Kishan-
garh and the Jaipur territory: and it is erossed by the
chain of the Ardvalli Hills, of which the highest peak—
2855 feet above sea-level—is occupied by the citadel,
which is called Téragarh (Star-Fout), & solid work of
the Jodhpur Rfjds dating from the days of Bébar,
founder of the Mughal Empire. Taken by the Em-
peror Akbar, who built a palace by the lake and
surrounded the eity with stone walls, the ity formed
a place of arms, and during the vigorous period of
the Empire 1t continued to be an occasional country-
seat of the sovereign and a strategic pomnt for the
command and control of the surrounding prineipalities
of the Rfjputs In the decadence under Muhammad
Shéh, it was taken, for Byjai Singh, by Jai Apa, a chief
of the Sindlna clan, but Bijai Singh soon after mur-
dered Jai Apa and occupied the place on his own
account In®1734 he was attacked by Malhér Réo and
Jénkluji Sindma (Madhu's grandfather) by whom he
was compelled to acknowledge the overlordship of the
Marithé power, and was allowed to hold the city and
districts as a vassal of that State. When Jaipur and
Jodhpur rose against Sindhia i1n 1787, as related in
Chapter 1V, the Réthors of the,latter State annulled
their tributary engagement, and i1t had naw become
a paramount object with Sindhia to recover the posi-
tion, by which he would not only give the Réjputs
& signal lesson but would regain a post which severed
their communications with each other. It was for



SINDHIA AND GENERAL DE BOIGNE 157

these reasons that he had, as General de Boigne put
it, given Ajmere to him.

The fort of Téragarh commands the town, and is
almost entirely surrounded by precipices which it
seerns impossible to scale. Elsewhere the approach
18 defended by walls more than three yards in thick-
ness and twenty feet high, built of huge blocks of
stone hewn and fitted In the enclosure are large
tanks of ramn-water, which furnish an almost inex-
haustible supply >. Despite these advantages it now
seemed in danger of yielding to the skill and audacity
of the General and his ‘new model’ before the tardy
Rithors could ariive for its relief

Informed of theiwr approach, the General turned
rom his prey and, leaving 2700 men to maintain
he blockade of Téragarh, he marched down the

odhpur road. He found the Raithors encamped
mder the protection of the walls of Merta, seventy-
ix miles north-east of Ajmere. The spbt was of evil
men for Bijai Singh, being the very scene of his
lefeat by Sindhia’s uncle thirty-six years before. On
he evening of the gth of September de Boigne came
n sight of the& Réthor position, which was on a level
lain protected on the rear by the town, situated on
. rising ground and fortified partly with earthen
nounds, partly by wells of masonry. De Boigne’s
olleague, Gopél Réo, urged him to attack without
lelay ; but the General’s superior caution and seience
wercame the ardour of the Maréthd, The men, as

* 1 See Imperial Gasstieer, in v. Aymere-Morwini.
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he observed, had made & long march, and stood in
need of food and rest ; wlile, should they, as was to
be hoped, defeat the enemy, the approaching dark-
ness would render pursuit impossible. The Maréthd
yielding to these argumonts, arrangements were made
for the mght, and for a gencral attack before daybreak
On the other side the enemy passed the night in
festivity. In pomnt of numbers the two armieb were
not very unequal 1f the Rdthors were superior in
cavalry the t10ops of Sindhia were hetter disciplined
and cquipped, the Rithor hoise were estimated at
30,0co sabres, but they were not ko strong in infant:y
or mdeed 1n geneinlship

In the @y of the momimng while the old R4j4 and
lus men were sleeping off thear debauch, therr camp
was surpnised by Col de Rohan at the head of three
of de Boigne's hest battalions But the surprise was
momentary A body of Réthor cavalry, of the
fanous Chindawat clan, 1apudly formed and mounted,
drove out Rohan's battalions, and charged down upon
the Marfthd horsemen of the mght wing. Secattering
these like chafl hefore the wind, the gallant cavaliers
1e-formed to nde back  But the nfantry.had recovered
from their confuson  m serned squares bristling with
bayoncts and dealing out a well-nourished fire, they
barred the way, ficld-picees vomited grape, from the
ntervals the sty goes that four thousand saddle
were cmptied 1 the 1cturn 1ide. Relieved fiom this
tempest, the battaluny of de Boigne deployed into
line and advanced upon the Réthor eamp, supported
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by their field-batteries. The Réthors fought well till
y o'clock ; their camp was stormed by 10, and then
they fled, their retreat covered by the remainder of
their cavalry. The whole camp, with munitions of
war and a vast plunder, fell into the hands of the
conquerors , and the town was taken by assault the
same afternoon.

Téragarh, loft to 1ts own resources, capitulated ,
and on the 18th of November Bia: Singh made his
peace with his inesistible antagomist, who entered
Jodhpur on that day the Réna of Udaipur hastened
to follow his example The humble shpper-carrier
was now at his zemth, he who, as the last wreck of
s 1uned famly and a lost cause, had barely escaped
with lus life forty jears before by the help of a
'huinane watcrman, was now lord of Central India and
meat part of Hindustdn But he thought nothing.
done while aught remained to do, and the next task
that he imposed upon his able General was the pumsh-
ment of Jaipur, where Isméil Beg had been harboured
after the defent of Péthan But the R4j4, Partdb Singh,
was now 1solated Isindal had left him. to take fresh
haibour withethe widow of Najaf Kuli Khin—lately
deceased Bija1 Singh and other Chiofs of the Réjputs
had been beaten mntp submission, and the Jaipuris,
as already stated, were not of exceptional enterprise
or tenacity. After one faint attempt at resistance,
which was overcome in a single battle, Partéh Singh
also submitted. .

In‘order to retain his dearly-bought supremacy,
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Sindhia now determined on a further augmentation of
the section of his army to which it was so evidently
due. De Boigne was accordingly instructed to raise
his legion to 18,000 regular infantry with & number
of hght troops and some additional guns - and a tract
of country was assigned for the support of the forces,
which extended from Dolhi to Mathura, and north-
ward to the boundary of what is now the district of
Bulandshahr. The total land revenue of this tract
was twenty-two l¢lls a year and 1t was reckoned
that, after hquidating the pay of officers and men, the
General would have for his administrative labours a
recompense 1n the shape of a surplus profit of 40,co0
Rs. & year; mdependent of which he drew his pay,
now raised to 6oco Rs monthly, besides miscel-
laneous perquisites His headquarters were to be
Aligarh, where he built a house, called Sghib-Bégh,
which is stil] to be seen half-way between the fort
and the town of Koil His arsenal was in the fort of
Agra.

Dut, before the submission of Jaipur had allowed
the General to enter upon the peaceful labours of &
civil admimstrator, he was obliged to take the field
against a new and unexpected enemy.

In 1791 Lord Cornwallis found himself obliged to
abandon his peaceful policy and make war upon
Tipd, the Sultan of Mysore. The operations were, at
first, far from suoccessful; and Sindhia, who was
always somewhat distracted between admiration for
the British soldier and perplexity at the polivy of
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the British statesman, thought that the failure of the
campaign offered an opportunity which he ought not
to neglect. He therefore proposed to the Governor-
General an alliance in which he should take part in
the operations against Tipi on condition that two
Biitish battalions should temporarily attend his
person, and that he should be otherwise assisted in
operafions in’ Réjputéne Somewhat to his surprise,
the proposal was courteously declined; but if the
manner was friendly, the act was not the less un-
gracious Sindhia's surprise deepened into alarm
when he found that the Court of Poona had been
applied to when his aid had heen rcjected ; and that
the Néna had pledged the Peshwi to a particypation
Jn the next campaign

By the coahtion treaty, signed on the 1st of June,
1790, the darbfir of Poona had agreed to furnish 10,000
men, though the Néna did not at once recall his agent
irom Tipa's Court. Their assistance was the reverse
of profitable to Cornwallis; but the British soon
showed how Little dependent they were on any Ma-
tithd aid. In 1792 Cornwallis resumed the offensive,
tuok one strong place alter another, and sat down
before Seningapatam, with a strong and thoroughly
equipped army in Fgbruary. Tip was fain to sub-
mit and fo cede territory yielding over one hundred
likhs of yearly revenue, and, despite their languid
support, the Mardthis werc rewarded by a third of
this acquisition. .

While Sindhia was being thus countermined and

L .
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isolated by the ingenious Néna, he was threatened by
another peril. The terror of northern invasion, which
had been so cruel a rcality in living memory, was
reviving. Sindhia was wont to declare that, in his
dreams, he still often heard the lobbing paces of the
Afghén pursucr's hoise and the mvar of his broken
wind. A 1epetition of the campaign of 1760-1 seemed
always possible, and 1t was never certain that‘one of
1ts features would not be a Musalinin league in which
the part of Shuji-ud-dauli would be repeated by his
son, with Isméil Beg for his champion The Beg was
still abroad. and, for the present, beyond reach; but
the Nawsb was at hand, lazy and unpopular Here
again the British stopped the way. Major Palmer
was 1mstructed to inform Sindlua that, in any just
claims upon Oudh, the good offices of the Government
were at his service, but he was warned that the
Nawib was the ally of the British, who would resent
any injury done to him or to the people of his
province.



CHAPTER VIII
SINDHIA IN APOGEE

TiE good news of de Boigne's successes in R4j-
putdina formed some kind of compensation to Madhoji
as he pondered over the circumstances of the pohtical
utuation in his favourite cantonment of Mathura.
This was a place of peculiar sanctity in Hindu opimion,
but 1ts chief recommendation to the judgment of

'Smdhia. was not, perhaps, so much 1ts sanectity as its

strategic and political advantages About half-way
between his arsenal at Agra and the capital of the
empire at Delhi, it commanded the Jit country and
afforded easy access, by way of Gwalior, to Milwi
and the Deccan Now, when he was becoming un-
casy in rogard to the attitude of the British and of
the Néna, ho deteimined to leave de Boigne in charge
of s interests 1n Hindust4n and make a peisonal
appearance at the Ceuit of Poona.

Wo have alrcady (v. Chap. II} sketched the state
of things at the Mardthd capital up to the Treaty of
Salbfa 1 1782. Since then Raghuba had been put
nto eonfinemnent, and Mddhava Réo II, brother of the
murdered Narfyan Réo, had been set up as Peshws, the

L2
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control of affairs being assumed by the Néna. Malhér
Réo’s son’s widow having approved of this arrange-
ment allowed her henchman, Takfji, to lead the forces
of Indore, sometimes against Mysore, sometimes against
Sindhia’s Rfjput and Musalmén enemies. Numberleas
mstances are on record of the wisdom and benevo-
lence of this Jady—whose honoured namg was Ahalya
Béi—and she was a good friend to Sindhia to the
end of his public life on onc occasion supplying an
emergent necessity of ns with a generous gift of
thirty IdAks. disgwmised as a loan of which repayment
was never demanded.

Abhalya Bii resided at Tndore—still the capital of
the Holkar domunions, a short distance south of
Sindhia’s Milw4 capmtal of Upain, and 1t is believed
that at no period in the histoy of that fertile coun-
try have the people lived in more peaceful or pros-
perous cnjoyment of their natural advantages or had
a more truly ‘popular government than under these
two benevolent and able rulers The golden age of
Mélwé, m the midst of distracted neighbours, lasted
thirty years after her death the people still fondly
spoke of her as an ‘ Avatir,’ or divind mecarnation
‘Ahalya Bdi, said a female contemporary, ‘is not
beaiitiful ; but the light of Heaven is upon her face’

In 1791 the Bhi was growing old. being* worn by
incessant attention to business and by religious
austerities. Takdji had always shown respect and
obedience to her behests, but ke was becoming
jealous of Sindhia's greatness, and dissatisfied with
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the division of territory and revenue which ‘had
been acquired by the help of his forces, but of which
Sindhia seemed to reap all the harvest. Takdji was
now in Mélwé, engaged in forming & rival to Sin-
dhia’s regular force . for which purpose he had retained
the services of the Chevalier du Drenee, a Breton
officer of experience and repute. Apart from this
threatening aspect of the chief soldier of the Indore
State, Sindhia had other reasons for desiring a per-
sonal influence in Poona politics Though so much
absorbed in remote affawrs and interests, he had
always done his best to keep touch with the Néna ;
and 1t was to this that ho had been indebted, during
his late reverses, for timely help, supplied at first
sommewhat grudgingly, but more freely at last. Now,
howover, the attitude of Holkar was becoming hostile
and the Néna's support dvubtful.

Accordingly, Sindhia made & slow and tentative
march through Central India, accompanied by a
small but compact forcc so as not to cause alarm, and
announcing that he was only coming as a messenger
from Shéh ‘Alam, charged with presents and insignia
for the yourty Peshwi. Ho arrived at Poona on the
11th of June, 1792, and pitched in the grounds of
the British Residengy. Ten days later, he proceeded
to wait upon the Peshwé in darbér, bringing as his
offering all sorts of costly rarities and products of
Hindustén. The virtual sovereign ruler of Hin-
dustén, vietorious in diplomacy or war over all op-
ponents, lord of vast provinces and of unconquered
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legions, he approached the State-enclosure on foot,
leaving his elephant and his body-guard of grenadiers
under Europcan officers at the confines of his own
camp. On cntering the tent he took his station
below all the officials present, when the Peshwi
appeared Sindhia made s obeisafice with the rest,
and, declining the invitation to be seated, produced a
bundle, out of which he unwra.ppcd a pa.xr of new
slippers. ¢This, he murmured, ‘was my father's
occupation, and it must also be mine.’ Then, re-
verently removing the shppers which the young
Chief had becn wearing, he wrapped them in the
cloth from which ho had taken the new pair; and,
having laid them before the Peshwd, permitted
hunself to accept the reiterated invitation to be
seated, still can ymg the Peshwé's old shoes under his
arm

Next day there was a second, and even more
solemn levée, for the purpose of publicly investing
the Peshwé with the oftice of Vicegerent of the Empire
and with 1ts symbolical msignia. At the end of the
principal tent stood an cmpty throne which repre-
sented the throne of the Emperor; and upon this
the Peshwé deposited an offering of one hundred and
one gold mohrs. He then follgwed Sindhia into a
side-room, whenee he piesently cmerged, clothed 1n
robes of honour, wearing five superb pieces of jewelry
and bearing in one hand a sword, in the other a
scal and inkstand Fans of peacock’s feathers and &

! Probably, like the modern mohr, preces of sixteen rupees cach

-
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gilt sedan-chair, a charger, and six elephents, laden
with banners of state and emblems of heraldry,
completed the pageant. Two patents from the Im-
perial Chancery were then exhibited—one allowing
Sindhia the right of appointing his successor as
deputy, the othes forbidding the slaughter of horned
cattle.

This scene, which took place on the 22nd of June,
exhibits at once the art with which Sindhia attempted
to impose on the imagination of others, and the firm-
ness with which he grasped substantial advantages
for himself. It did not sigmfy a copper prece to him
whether or no the hereditary Piesident of a dis-
solving confederacy wore the order of the Silver
Fish as Lieutenant of a moribund Empire He may
not have greatly cared whether or no the use of beef
was rendered 1mpossible to one-fifth of the popula-
tion But for the multitude such things had an
importance which he judged it prudewt to consider;
»0 that the vulgar at both extremes of society might
nuree to let real power remamn with him from whom
these good things came

1t was the same with his slipper-carrying and s
title of Patel, a well-informed writer testifies that
‘ Madhoji made hungelf a sovercign by calling himself
& servapt.’ Such was the tradition when Malcolm
wrote, in Milwd, a quarter of a century later .

Leaving Sindhia in the performance of duties
which may remind us of the Baron of Bradwardine,

1 Central Indsa, L. 125

Ty
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we must resume zhe story of events in Hindustn
during his absence. Secarcely had he crossed the
Narbadé when Holkar advanced on Hindustén. Sum-
moning Ism4il Beg from his temporary retirement, he
forced a rupture with Sindhia’s agents by demanding
a settlement of accounts. .

Ism4il was the first and nearest danger. The widow
of Najaf Kuh Khén was a sister of the late GHulim
Kédir ; and, ike him, had inherited some of the tur-
bulent spint of their father, the troublesome but in-
cffectual Zibita Khin She now put Isméil Beg in
command of one of her strong places, the fort of
Kénaund, where her husband was residing at the
time of his dcath, and which he had strengthened in
view of the possible cventualities of those troubled
tines. It was a stronghold of earthen walls faced
with stone, on the border of the Bikaner desert; and
being surrounded by sandhills and tamarisk serub,
was unfavourable to the approach of a hostile army,
seeing that it was both deficient in water-supply and
almost impassable for siege-guns De Boigne, how-
ever, saw the necessity of striking quick and hard.
He therefore ordered a brigade of infantsy wath field-
pieces to march aganst Kdnaund, under Colone]
Perron— afterwards his successor in the command of
the regular troops. Perron, whom the General then
considered a plain soldior, possessed of honesty and
good sense, lost no time in making his way through
the dry and difficult counfry. Nothing daunted by
former defeats, the Beg sallied forth®to the attack
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but it was te little purpose. He was worsted and
driven mnto the Fort, the defence of which he, for the
next few days, conducted to the best of s mnot too
consummate ability. But the virago was presently
killed by & slell or round shot from Perron's bat-
teries; and her men, losing heart, began to regard
Isméil as & burden of whom they would do well to
nd themselves. Discovering their fechngs, and fear-
ing that he might be handed over as & sacrifice, the
Beg made up his mind to appeal to the humanity of
the Faringhi colonel. Perion gladly agreed to spare
lus life on condition of his surrendering the place.
and the redoubtable sabreur was sent as a prisoner
to Agra, where he died some ycars after.

Scarcely was General de Boigne freed from this
adversary when a more formidable opponent appeared
upon the scene  This was Takdji Holkar in person,
who, possibly instigated by his son, Jaswant Réo, had
shown 1ll-feeling against Lakwa Déda, the representa-
tave of Sindhia in Hindust4in, and e1o0ssed the Chambal
with evidently hostile intentions Gopél Réo was
the nearest of Sindhia's commanders, and he sent to
de Boigne foraid, being in great alarm at the reports
of Holkar's great forco and especially of the new
model under du Dgenec. Of this there were four
battalions, with their due complement of guns; but
de Boigne hastened to meet them with such strength
8 he could command of what Sindhia called ¢ the
army of the Empire’: a strange epithet seeing that
the foice so described was paid and used by a
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Maréthé and marched under the white éross of Savoy
The corps of de Boigne took the ficld gooo strong,
but before it encountered Holkar the General was
joined by Lakwd D4ida with his Mardthf horse.
Holkar had 30,000 cavalry and numerous guns, when
de Boigne (20 September, 1793) came upon him at
the Pass of Lakhani, on the way from, Kénaund to
Ajmere

Du Dienec was an expericnced soldier, and the
ground had been well chosen the traned battalions
held the crest of the pass, the low ground at the foot
of which was still soaking with monsoon-flood the
sides were flanked by dense trec-jungle, and there
were thuty-eight guns m powtion Now, for the
fitst time 1n Indian history, was the now warfare to
be waged on both sides. Pievious battles had bLeen
of the new against the old, tlus one was to be the
first of a fiesh ser1es which only cnded at Gujart in
1849. No loffger was a mailed gendurmerie to dash
itsclf to picces against the rocks of diseipline and
science, but ficld artillery and lines of musketry
were to be moved against each other m tactical
ariay. Geneinl de Boigne felt that the situation was
critical, and acted with even more than his usual
prudent valour Ascending a neghbouring cminence
be reconnoitred the position of the encmy, whose
infantry he found posted as in an artificial work,
supported by a strong artillery, and protected by the
vast force of cavalry already mentivned. Then, de-
sconding to his own formations, he threw out 500
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Rohillé horsemen under the screen of whose line he
advanced his infantry with fixed bayonets over the
swamp that lay between him and the pass. But it
eemed 88 if every element of difficulty was to test
lus skill that day. His columns were at once exposed
to a murderous fite from Holkar’s battories, to which
he eould at first make no sufficient 1eply, by reason
of the speud with which he had advanced. As his
hatteries, slowly drawn by oxen, came within range a
tumbnil of ammunition was struck by a hostale shell,
and exploded - the explosion spread around; in a
moment ten or twelve others caught fire, and scat-
{ued noise, and smoke, and havoe. Holkar, observ-
g the confusion thus engendered :n de Boigne's
\ranks, hmiled his horse agamnst them from among the
trees ; the charge was vainly opposed by de Boigne’s
highter and less numerous cavabhy But Holkar and
lus horscmen were unable to penetrate the opposite
Jungle, whither de Boigne had withdrawn his in-
fantry, and at the word of command the scasoned
voterans, protected i the covert, began to pour a
ceascless volley into the disoiganised squadrons of
Ilolkar. As *soon as ther advance was turned into
1etreat, de Boigne's Rolullé horse charged home ;
confusion became rqut; and then the infantry, the
victors of Pitan and Mata, supported by their guns,
vmerged from the covert to storm the pass. Du
Drenec had but 1500 men with whom to bold it, but
they did thewr best; not until almost all the officers
and nien had fallen did resistance cease upon the crest,
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which was at last possessed by de Boigne, with thirty-
cight captured guns The shattered forces of Holkar
followed bhim aecross the Chambal, into Northern
Mdlwé, where TakGji consoled himself for his defeat
by harrying the country and sacking Sindhia’s chief
town Ujjain. De Boigne's cxperietice of fighting was
considerable ; he had seen the threo da.‘ys of Léilsot,
the rout of Chekséna, Réna Khén's hard-won victory
at Fatehpur-Sikri, and the determined conflicts of
Isméil and Byjai Singh  But, of all the actions that
be ever witnessed, this encounter with du Drenec’s
raw recruits was, so he asserted, the most obstinate.
The quarrel, indeed, has been thought to have been,
onginally, rather of the nature of a personal wrangle
aver accounts than a regular war between the elans of
' Holkar and Sindhia Nevertheless from henceforth
Holkar was to Sindhia a thorn 1n the side, and the
feud was to be inherited as one Sindhia was succeeded
by another, im the suceession of & new and still more
formidable Holkar.

Sindhia remained at Poona , and in July professed
to have reccived ¢ orders’ from the Court of Delhi to
collect tribute from the Biitish admtmstration in
Bengal. This, apparently, was one of Sindhia's ten-
tative endeayours to ascertain how far the pacific
policy of Lord Cornwallis would earry him in conces-
sion. The last attempt. of that kind had been the
somewhat arrogantly declined offer of alliance at the
commencement of the Mysore war: and it is difficult
to understand why a fresh experiment on British
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patience should have been attempted just as Corn-
wallis had brought that war to a successful termina-
tion. Nevertheless, such was the fact ; and the issue
of the said ‘orders’ was announced in the Court
(wreular of Delh, in July 1792. A similar move
had been, it may be recollected, most sternly rebuked
hy Macpherson’s Government so far back as 1785 ;
and the present attempt fared no better. Whether
fiom prudence or from pride, Cornwallis would not
submit to what his predeccsror had already character-
wed as an msult  In a State-paper of 2 August, Lord
Cornwallis treated the subject with all due gravity,
giving orders that information should be conveyed
to Madhoji Sindhia that—in the present condition of

ftairs at the Court of Delhi—he, Sindhia, would be
,:e]d personally answerable for every writing that
might be rsued 1 the name of the Emperor, and
that any such attempt to asscrt a claim to tribute
from the Bengal Governinent would he warmly re-
«wnted’ Onece more the disinclination of the British
to interfere in Hindustin was stated with, perhaps,
superfluous emphasis, especially when one recollects
what took place little more than ten years later.
But a significant clause was a.aded, to the effect that,

should any one be rash enough to wnsult them by an
unjust demand, in whatever shape or form, thoy felt
themselves both disposed to resent it and fully
capable of exacting satisfaction” Whatever may be
thought of the justice or legality of this attitude its
vffect on the clear-headed statesman for whose behoof
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it was displayed was ample justification of its peremp-
tory style. Sindhia hastcned to disavow the inten-
tions attributed to him by tho Delhi scribe. Ho
assured the Governor-General that he regarded His
Excellency as supreme in his own dominions, and
that, for his own part, his sole object was to extend
and conserve the Imperial authoiity in those parts of
Indis which still remained subjeet to the Empetor
How far this language was sincere must be esti-
mated by cach of us according to his own information
and his own habits of thought A brilliant Indian
historian of our own day has given a picture of
Sindhia's policy sumewhat difforent fiom that which
has becn adopted m the present pages The troops
orgamsed and disciplined by de Boigne had disposed
of the Musalmén and Hindu opponents of Sindhia;
¢ but,’ says Coloncl Malleson, ‘ he still looked for more
at therr hands It must never be lost might of that
the great dream of Madhay (sic) Sindhna’s hfe was to
unite all the native powers of India in one great
confederacy agninst the Enghsh In this respect he
was the most far-sighted statesman that India has
ever produced . .. It was a grand i1dea, capable of
realisation by Médhaji, but by him alone, and which,
but for his death, would have becn realsed !’
Doubtless, such a scheme » would have been a, ‘grand’

! See Final French Struggles m India, o book 1n which an almost
forgotien opisode of Indian history 18 set forth 1n a bright and
fascinating manner, and generous record green to the doings of
some very gallant, though mostly unsuecessful, men. ¢
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one, if only the means for its accomplishment had
been forthcoming: and we have no positive evidence
that Sindhis was blind to its attractions But thosd
who have observed the saymngs and doings of the
subject of this sketch wnll, surely, fail to find in it
any positive evidence that Sindhia had seriously
cntertained such & ‘dream,’ at any moment subse-
quent® to thd Treaty of Salb4i; much less that he
considered himself able to have ‘realsed’ it. He
had a great and always-growing respect for the
military resources of the British, which he had seen
11se superior to evely power 1n tho penimnsula, whether
European or Asiatic He had twice disclaimed with
almost abjeet apology all intention of demanding from
tho British Government payment of tribute, which was
Endeed due on the twofold ground of constitutional
usage and actual treaty-obhigation He had tendered
aid against Mysore when Tipi was 1n the plenitude
of his power. He had ccttainly not begn encouraged
by General da Boigne to think that his Hindustdni
levies wibh thewr two o1 three European, or Eurasian,
officers to each battalion, could be a match agamnst
Sepoy-divisigns fully provided with white officers,
and stiffened with regiments of British grenadiers,
and gunners, and dragoons. It 18 on record that his
successor, on parting from de Boigne, reccived from
that great soldier the earnest warming ‘Never to
quarrel with the British, and rather to disband bis
army than hazard it in a confliet with them.' We
may safely dismiss from our minds the suspicion that
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Msidhava Sindhia commissioned General de Boigne to
raise or maintain his disciplined army-corps with any
other intention than the obvious and avowed one of
being able to ‘extend and preserve the authority of
the Emperor (i e. of himself), in thlose territories
which still remained under the diréct administration
of the Empire.’

After his successes against Holkar, de Boigne ex-
torted from the vanquished and isolated Rfjf of
Jaipur a promise of tribute, with an immediate pay-
ment of seventy ldlks of rupees as a war-indemnity.
He then set his face homeward, seeking repose for
his men and for himself after their long and arduous
labours The character and conduct of the Generad
are of interest to us here, as showing the acutencss
which had led Sindhia to sclect him for employment
in the first instance, and, having done so, to yield
him the most implicit confidence. The aftcr-relations
between Sindhia's suceessor and Perron suffice to
show the difficulties that beset ordinary men in such
8 position, and tho dangers to which Sindhi& and de
Boigne might, hike their successors, have succumbed
if they had not both been men far abovesthe ordinary
level. .

At the time of which we arp now taking note,
Perron was no more than a subordinate, carrying out
with praiseworthy punctuality the orders of his su-
periors. When de Boigne went back to Aligarh he
detached Perron, under Sindhia’s orders, bidding him
attend Sindhia at Poona with 10,000 of the refrular
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nfantry. In issuing these orders, Colonel Malleson
conceives Sindhia to have been actuated by a desire
to ¢ attain what had been the dream of his later years

.. to form one vast combination against the Eng-
lish) In the absence of proof, we may content
ourselves with supposing the plain and sufficient
motive of finding material support in establishing
and thaintaihing the preponderant influence at the
Court of the young Peshwé4, which was necessary to
protect "Sindhia against the growing hostility of the
Holkars and the Néna Farnavis

In all his acknowledged projects Sindhia had at
last become perfectly successful The fame of his
political sagacity and the terror of lus General's
military skill and resolution were now acknowledged
from the boundary of the Punjib to the frontier of
Rohilkhand from the Jumna to the Narbadé The
Chevalier du Drence ultimately left the service of
Holkar and had accepted the commang of a brigade
under Perron  His house 1s still pointed out at Koil,
where we may mmagine him settled es a neighbour to
Perron at Suleb-bdgh giving his General the benefit
of his assistamce and the pleasure derivable from the
society of a well-bred Frenchman in the intercourse
of private Iife. Ngt far off, at Sirdhana, were the
headquagters of the able and ambitious Christian lady
who had succeeded to the eommand of Sombre’s
brigade and to the civil management of his jaigur

Indian adminiptration was not then either under-
stood or orgumsed as has since been the case. A few

M
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years afterwards, when the country had been for
some time under the negligent rule of Perron, the
people had relapsed into a state of misery and mis-
government almost as intolerable as in the great
anarchy which had followed on the invusion of Nédir
Shéh, and of which & brief notice, frem native sources,
has been already given The effote remains of Ak-
bar’s system had long since quite broken down; the
ficlds were almost absorbed in forest and turned into
tiger-haunted jungles Hardly more than half a
century ago one of Lord Auckland’s aides-de-camp
hunted tigers in the district of Muzafarnagar, where
such an animal would now be as great a wonder as
on Salsbury Plamm In the neglected villages the
peasantry, reduced 1n numbers and 1nured to violence,
withheld the payment of rent and revenue, and en-
hanced the scanty produce of their few cultavated
acres by robbing travellers and by hifting the cattle
of more prosprrous neighbours In the heart of this
unhappy country de Boigne and the Begam of Sir-
dhana attempted the first restoration of order and
welfare. The tracts assigned to the former consisted
of thirty-two pargands. or fiscal unions, and were
estimated to yicld a yearly revenue of some two
hundred and fifty idiks. The domain of the Begam
was less extensive, but the system adopted, in each
was very much the same.

In his eavil admimstration the General instituted
two departments, the ¢ Persian’ side was conducted
by native writers and accountants; but there was
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also & ‘French’ office under his own superintend-
ence. The public dues were fixed by a rough assess-
ment of the landed estates; and the collections were
1cahised with punctuality, being enforced by the
presence of the military establishments which were
peremptorily employed on occasions of recalcitrance
We .have no particulars of the admimstration of
justite under de Boigne, but in later days, under
Perron, it is known to bhave been considered of
sccondary importance, no regular system of law
was recognised, nor were there any courts for holding
proper trials, roports of inquiries by native mags-
trates were sent to the General, who gave the final
decision, awarding pumshments according to his dis-
cretion. But de Boigne was probably a safer axba-
trator, as he was a far abler man His industry was
cnormous He rose, as we are told by a European
witness, with dawn , survoyed his stores and factories,
mspeeted his troops, trahsacted the cwil business of
his division, gave audience, reccived the reports of
the eriminal and fiscal officers, carried on diplomatic
correspondence, and even found time to attend to his
own private business All this is perfectly con-
ceivable when the chief is & man of method, who
knows what to dq himself and what to leave to
subordinates, and to apply the controlling touch and
maintain the motive power' of the administrative
wachine. The Begam at Sirdhana was equally in-
dustrious and no} less successful.

Afother Chnstian ruler of almost equal ability,

M2
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just coming into & brief prominence, was the famous
George Thomas, who had once held a command under
the Begam, but was now carving out a principality
for himself out of the fiefs of the late Najaf Kuh to
the south-west of the metropolis .

While an approach to tranquillitty was thus being
restored to Hindustdn, Sindhia remsained at Poona,
surrounded by s trained battalions and Eurdpean
satellites, endeavouring to acquire a position in the
Deccan commensurate with his power in Hindustén ;
but he found the situation there one of much greater
difficulty.

Though not directly bearing on the story, the im-
pression produced upon a Butish observer by General
de Boigne’s career may deserve to be here recorded
‘It was not the least of the advantages arising from
General de Boigne's merit tbat, in his mlitary capa-
city, he should have softencd, by means of an admir-
able perseverance, the ferotious and almost savage
character of the Marithis. He submitted, to the
discipline and to the civilisation of Euiopean armies,
soldiers who till then had been regarded as bar-
barians; and to such an extent did he«succeed that
the rapacious licence which had formerly been com-
mon amongst them came at last, to be looked upon
as infamous even by the meanest soldier’.(Bengal
Journal of the 18th of September, 1790). For this
extract I am indebted to Colonel Malleson’s inter-
esting work already quoted. The gallant author well
adds that -—
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‘It was de Boigne who made it possible for Sindia
(sic) to rule in Hindostan (sic) at the same time that he
controlled the counails of Poona. . . . It was de Boigne
who introduced into the North-West Provinces the
germs of that civil administration which the English
bave since sucdessfully developed’ (Final French
Stru.ggles, P 189). The General retired to Europe
soon after the death of Mddhava, probably prescient
of futurg trouble under his less experienced -and less
competent successor. He died at Chambéri, 18t of
June, 1830, possessed of great wealth, of which he
made a noble use.



CHAPTER IX .

Last Davs, DEATH, AND CHARACTFR .
[ 8

THE goals at which able men desire to arrive are
often reached. The true disappointment of hfe 1s
that, when reached, they are found to conceal behind
them something sinister and unexpected. So long as
Sindhia had remained in Hindustén be might have
seemed to have attained the object of bis life’s labour
He bad become to the Emnperor what the Peshw4 was
to the descendant of Siv4ji, who still wielded a toy-
sceptre at Satéra, and whose fiat was still necessary
to fill & vacancy on tho throne at Poons  Shéh ‘Alam
still wore the grown of Akbar in the palace of Sheh
Jahén ; but he was a blind septuagenaran with no
vowce in the disposal of events beyond the palace
walls I, Elsewhere the affurs of peace and of war
obeyed the orders of Sindhis, from the Sutlej to the
Nerbadi Yet all was insecure so long as the Decean
was closed to his influcnce and the Nina could move
the young Peshwé to issue orders that were Obeyed
by Holkar.

The Peshwé was Sindhia’'s namesake, Midhave

* So late as 1789 Shih ‘Alam put to death %us kinsman Béd.nr
Bakht whom Ghulim Kddir had put on his throne.
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Réo; the same whose birth had disconcerted the
schemes of*Raghuba in 1773. It may be remembered
that his mother was the widow of one of two brothers
who had succeeded each other in the Peshwéship
and disappeaed in & manner so favourable to the
mterests of their*uncle, Raghuba ; who then, with the
support of Governor Hornby of Bombay, asSumed the
offics. The Néna was the widow’s lover; and when
her son was born, after her husband's death, and in a
manner so opportune for the opponents of Raghuba,
we cannot wonder if doubts were expressed as to the
child’s paternity. So the young Chief grew up, the
subject of suspicion, the tool of faction, and with no
will but to obey tho will of an intriguer. He had
now grown to man’s estate, and bore a semblance of
sovereignty , but his subsequent tragie fate serves to
throw a lund hght upon s position.

In Néna Farnavis he possessed an adviscr who was
to him all that Richclich had been te Lows XIIT of
France, a cugstodian rather than a mimster. The
Néne was not unfriendly to Sindhia so long as their
paths did not eross; but he was known as the ‘Ma-
rithd Machiavel’, and we can partly guess what that
meant. For him, as for his august pupil, a tragic fall
was waiting ; but yhile the fall of the Prince was to
be physical, that of the preceptor was to be moral and
political—a fall from place and power and the esteem
of his countrymen But these things are beyond the
present scope qf our story. All that need here be
noted is that the N4na and the Peshwd were so closely
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those field-sports and open-air pursuits for which the
grave and sedentary Néna was both urtwilhng and
unfit. PBut that astute Brhman watched these doings
with unrelaxing vigilance; and it is related that
happening to be alone on the water with the Peshwsd
one day he took occasion to rexmdonstrate with his
master 1n the most serious terms upon his faveur to
the intruder and his growing neglect‘ of national
manners and usages When all his arguments seemed
vain, he concluded by tenderng his resignation of
office with tears. It was on hearing of this interview
that Sindhia ordered down the additional force which
was sent to Poona under Perron

But the contest was destined to a sudden ecnd On
the 12th of February, 1794, 1t was announced that
Sindhia had died of fever at a suburb of Poona called
Wanaoli The cause was said, to be this; but there
18 no record of previous illnesa. The usually well-
mnformed and «contemporancous author of the Tdrékh-
v-Muzafury gives a detailed account, according to
which the Patel had been waylaid the evening before
by an armed gang employed for the purpose by the
Néna—who had certainly good reasort to wish for
his removal. It is stated, further that Sindhia and
his attendants made such a stqut defence that the
assailants were driven off, but the Chief sustained
wounds of such seventy as to causc his death next
day. Such an mnculent was not unusual in Marfthé
politics; many years after, the assagsination of Gan-
gadhar Shéstri brought the Peshwéship to the gréund
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Grant Duff, however, makes no direct reference to the
rumour ; only remarking that ‘the death of Madhoji
was an event of great political importance, as he
was immical to the overgrown ascendency of the
Brehmins.! °

The same judictous authority goes on to say of
Médhave that he was ‘of a manly sumplicity of
character wiich led him to despise equally the
trappings of state and the allurements of luxury.’
It 18 evident that he was guided in his conduct by
principles drawn from his own observation and judg-
ment. Though by no mecans identified with the
Conservative party, he really followed in the footsteps
of s forefathers in being content with the substance
of power without caring to drape himself 1n 1ts robes
Instances of this Marfthé chaiacteristic are given by
Sir John Maleolm 1n describing the manner in which
the early chiefs of the tribc obtained some of their
territories. Thus, to cite’but one example, we may
take the province of MAlwd—so ofton mentioned 1n
this narrative. It was, as has been already stated,
a region wrested from the Empire by the Peshwi
Bélaji Bji Réo after the first Nizdm had left 1t when
he set offto possess lumself of tho Haadardbéd country.
It was at first, indeed, held by a Hindu Viceroy under
an appoiatment from Deli In 1732 the Peshwd
offected an entrance by the connivance of some of the
inhabitants The Court of Delhi attempted negotia-
tions, of which $he ultimate result was that the
Peshwé consented to administer the province as a
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feudatory of the Emperor. But the actual possession
was by him apportioned between Malhdrji Holkar and
Réinojf Sindhia ; while a formal deed was executed 1n
which the Peshwé covenanted to hold the eountry for
the Crown. And the actual posséssors, the two
Chiefs above-named, pledged therhselves as security
for his fealty, agreeing that, in case of his net con-
ducting himself as a good and obedient Vlceroy, they
themselves would become the Peshwé's enemies. Yet
all this did not prevent these two Chiefs from sharing
the power and profit, as servants of the Peshwi, to
whom they paid the surplus revenues.

Médhava Sindhia, thciefore, only acted on the
example of his father, in purchasing the reality of
power by a show of subordination, when he ruled
Hindustén under the guise of a menial servant. So
long as he grasped the substantial advantages, he was
willing to be called the Peshwﬁ.’s shoe-bearer and
representative. But where he differed from his pre-
decessors was in the intellectual vigour and unswerv-
ing constancy of purpose by which he clung to his
advantages, when once obtained, end utilised them
for further progress .

The point of this goes far below the surface, and
enables us to perceive an essential peculiarity which
Médhava Sindhia shares with a very few great men
We are reminded of the occasional histrionisms of
Oliver Cromwell and Lord Chatham, who were not
above the production of stage effeets and the use of
theatrical properties. Yet neither of them whs the



LAST DAYS, DEATH, AND CHARACTER 18y

dupe of his own performances, displayed for the behoof
of a victorious army or & legislative chamber. We
need not, then, think the less of Sindhia for his. he
never forgot his real object, even in the very midst of
lis assumed humility. Nor was he of a hypoeritical
nature. If he offertd to others the gauds that he him-
self despised, he did so quite openly; and never pre-
tended’to value those things that others were willing
to accept as quit-rents of reahty. The only mistake
with which he can be fairly charged in this direction
was that he seems to have somewhat underrated the
intelligence of his public; and he sometimes overdid
self-effacement until what was intended to disarm
suspicion ended by incrcasing its force

Another drawback in his character has been already
noticed. If his natural good spirits made him active
and buoyant in adverse fortune, they certainly led
him to overstep the bounds of caution when all seemed
to be going well ]

Lastly, it must be adn
was Dot AlWAYS VEIy BClupuivun  moon venpye wesimvasasny
when Raghuba, the Gloucester of Poona, was aiming at
the Peshwéship, were not creditable: If the crimes of
that unscrupulous Pretender were to be overlooked at
all, a high-minded man would have at least been con-
sistent, in, his support, and would not have withheld it
when it was most required. Later on, Sindhia appears
to have condoned the murder of Afrasyfb Khén, if he
hd not cause it ; there is, at least, no record of the
punishment of the murderer, who was well-known,
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and who took refuge in his camp. Twice he tried, in
crooked ways, to see whether he could présume on the
favour of the British authorities to wring from them
the tribute of Bengal. In that demand he had a far
ground to go upon, and he need nof bave been n
such a hurry with his absolute, and somewhat abject,
disavowals. .

To eay that, in cstimating a man plact'ed 28 Sindhia
was, we cught to avoid applying tests furnished by
modern European manners is to lay down the tritest
of platitudes. Nevertheless it is sometimes useful to
recall the recollection of such truisms, and in this
particular case to do so may act as a not superfluous
caution Indeed, even in more civihsed times and
more pretentious societies, the virtue of statesmen
seems exposed to peculiar trals: ‘Poltics have a
morality of their own,” said a German of distinetion
(Baron Beust) not many years ago; and Abraham
Lincoln bas been a rarer fype in our own day than
Napoleon III. Most certamnly, in the India of
Sindhia’s time men who came to the front in publie
affairs were usually either rogues or ruffians Think
of Ghizi-ud-din murdering his inotfemsive Emperor
and orgamising the plunder of s own subjects; of
Ghulfm Kddir's outrages in the Delhi palace, and
Raghuba’s murders in his own family at Paona ybt
these men were countenanced as long as they were
strong, and only failed when they attempted things
beyond their powers. Najib-uddauld and Mfrzé
Najef Khén, indeed, were at once respectable and
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successful men; but they were no more than the
mevitable ‘ exceptions that prove the rule,] Amongst
Asatio public men, at least, there is no other name
that can be fairly matched with that of MAdhava
Sindhia and vven to these he was superior, alike in
the scale of hus suecess and in the quahties of his head
and heart. Of this supernority, indeed, the above
narrafive, cdllected from many and varied sources,
has afforded abundant proof .

Recollections gathered and recorded during the
gencration that succeeded throw a fuller hight upon
his personal character, and confirm the estimate de-
nved from his actions The general 1esult 18 pleasing,
if not wholly admirable Clear in the conception of
reasonable projects, he was Told and prudent in their
realisation without yiclding completely to the pecuhar
temptations of his place and time In a scene of
barbarous anarchy, when all the bonds of society
scemed to be unloovsed, he was amiabple, courteous,
and free from cruclty. Although his natural dis-
position was tenacious to the verge of vindictiveness,
he kept it under and giadually cured its faults. We
have seen hqw, 1n 1772, he pressed for vengeance
against Najib-ud-dauls and the Rohillds, preferring to
withdraw for a time from the scene of his ambitious
projects yather than be a party to their pardon or a
willing waiver of revenge. If we contrast his almost

! Sce list of authorities Mhdhava was admired by men so
diverse as Malecolm, Grant Duff, and de Boigne, by the depositaries
of Mavkithd tradation and the writers of Muhammadan history
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contemptuous condonation of Holkar’s mischievous
and malicions behaviour in 1792 we shall have some
means of measuring the moral advance that he had
made in less than a score of years Thus we see that
he not only overcame trials from withonut but trials
from within also, and amongst tke latter must be
reckoned a natural infirmity of temper. For, if a
certain endurance of resentment was a ‘quality not
without its uses in such a carcer as he had adopted,
and almost essential to an amiable honest man sur-
1ounded by rascals, yet the unusual swiftness of
anger by which, in this case, it was accompanied must
have been & grievous stumbling-block. Of anger,
as of money, it may be a general law that what is soon
got is soon dissipated; bfit here the law would not
apply : Sindhia was easily provoked, and not easily
appeased.

But, if he seldom forgave an injury he never forgot
a benefit- if he was seveve in punishment, when
punishment seemed requisite, he was not implacable
or given to cause needless pain; while, in conferring
rewards for service rendered, his gratitude admitted
neither stint nor oblivion Consequegtly, he was
served with fidehty and affection and his wishes
were consulted even when he was dead and unable
to enforce them It is impossible to read the memors
of de Boigne without secing how great a part of
Sindhia’s success was due to the admiration inspired
by his moral character, and the confidence with which
his subordinates trusted to his consistency of conduct
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good faith, and tenacity of purpose. He was good-
humoured, «if not exactly good-tempered; and his
countenance, in spite of an unusually dark complexion,
was full of amiability and intelligence ; this expres-
sion was happily caught by & young Italian artist—
name unrecorded--who painted Sindhia’s portrait at
Poonga shortly before his death  This picture—now in
the pdssessidn of the Right Honourable Sir M Grant
Duff—is an oil-painting, about 2 ft by 1}, and is
firmly drawn though somewhat cold 1n colour 1t
only shows the heaed and shoulders, and leaves the
impression thet the corpulenco of the body could not
have been excessive. Sindhia’s manners were such
ay this portrait would suggest, frank and unaffected.
in spite of the theatrical displays that he sometimes
thought nocessary for specific purposcs.

His personal habits were simple and abstemious
Better educated than was usual among men of his
class, he was not only abl? to rcad and yrite, but was
u good accountant, and had a colloquial knowledge of
Persian and Urdu He wes versed in busiess, and,
without caiing for the details either of war or civil
administratiop, invanably chose good agents, whom
he trusted thoroughly, and who repaid him for his
confidence. As in Hindustén he was thoroughly well
served by General de Boigne, so in Central India the
officers whom he employed at Ujjain and Gwalior—
where he was unable, for the mogt part, to mspect or
control—were not, less successful in fighting his battles
and managing his affairs. The wnter of these pages

N
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was informed by that eminent Marithd statesman,
the Hon Sir Dinkar Réo, that it was a 4radition in
high Poona society, handed down from aged'men who
had known Médhava, that he was an excellent and
indulgent master: unforgiving only tewards officers
who showed cowardice in battle. To all others
his favour was equal, solely apportioned to ment
without regard to ciecd, caste, or colour’ By tuch a
system men’s hearts are won and great States founded .
especially in the East, where despotic power usually
leads to caprice, and caprico engenders distrust, dis-
content, bad scrvice, and, ultimately, revolt and ruin.
The best proof that we are not over-cstimating the
merits of Midhava Sindhia 1s to be found in the troubles
which befel his successor. Dying without issue and
without having performed any formal act of adoption,
he left the power that he had founded to be exercised
by the most capable of the family, designating as his
heir a youth of fifteen. This was Daulat Réo, a son
of his youngest nephew, Anandi Rio and it is a
remarkable sign of the respect and regard that had
been inspired by the old man thet this untried youth
was instautly acecpted in conformity with the great-
uncle’s orally-expressed wishes, and in despite of &
strong opposition from the late Chief’s widow. ¢All
the dependents of Sindhia's family,” we are ﬁoid, ‘and
the other Mardthé authoritics, sent ther congratula-
tions; so that this youth, who bad hardly attained
his fifteenth year, became undispuied heir to the
extensive realms of Mahadajee * (Grant Duff, iiis 91).
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That Mfidbava died childless and without adopting
a son to perform his obsequies will, to those who
know the Hindu feeling on suth subjects. appear &
final proof of the onginality of the man and of his
superiority to*the prejudices of his age and country
Even fo this day*the Hindus preserve that belief in
the mecessity of funeral rites for the repose of an
ancestral soul which was becoming obsolete in Europe
hefore the Christian era began Hence a Hindu who
sees himself approaching his end without heirs of hus
bady, usually adopts a substitutive heir to do all that
18 considered needful for the preservation of the family
and, still more, for the maintenance of his own per-
sonal welfare 1n the woild of spirits It 18 only by a
somewhat carnest consideration of this prineiple that
we come to realise the independent nature of a man
who was indiffexent to hus own spintual welfare, and
was content to leave the succession to his power by
word of mouth, and as a *trust reposedsin his officers.
Mé4dhava, evidently cnough, cared as little for the
terrors of the next world as for the pomps of the
world that he knew. But he instructed his people as
to the cholcesof & successor; and, when he was dead,
the son’of Anandi R4o was grafted on the main stem,
m conformity with the indications of the deceased
ttler, apd as effectually, for all practical purposes,
as if all the Shdstris in Poona had borne part in a
tormal adoption. That the choice was not more for-
tunate must be ageribed to the nature of the field.
,It*is no part of our task to trace in detail the

N2
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results of this. but & few of them may be profitably
noted in illustration of the peculiar difficdlties of the
position that we have been considering, and of the
peculiar qualities imphed in the fact that Médhava
had overcome them. The differcnce which separated
the prudent soldier, who knew hfs own mind and
ma.de his own fortune, from the vn.m]la.tmg youth
bred in indulgence and attentive to obseqmous fol-
lowers, soon became apparent. Mgdhava, as we have
partly seen, had always proposed to himself the
difficult but singularly original scheme of creating a
position, in which he should combine the delights of
independent power with the advantages to be derived
from continuing a member of the confederacy of which
the Peshwd was President. To do this he found it
necessary to rule and fight with unremitting vigour
1n. Hindustdn while he trimmed the diplomatic balance
at Poona further, contriving to stand well with the
Néna, be respected by Holkar, and preserve the
friendly ncutrahty of the British  But he abstained
from doing violenco to Mardithi loyalty or drawing
his sword in quarrels about the succcssion; he did
not resist the British when he found them to be
earnest ; and he never drove Holkar to despair.

But when he was dcad the inberitor of his power
proved quite unalie so to manage the mighty enginé
First, the unfortunate young Peshwd committed
suicide, dashing himself to death as a way of escape
from the Néna's tutelage. Then Daulat Réo took up
the question of the succession, now on one side,'noy
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on the other. At last he was induced to declare for
B4jf Rio, the son of Raghuba the old Pretender; and
then, when Béji became Peshwé, Daulat Réo aided
and abetted in the forcible seizure of the Néna, who
ended his day’s in disgrace, if not 1n actual captivity.
Then Daulat Rio®proceeded to alienate publie opinion
by d&he ill-treatment of his predecessor’s widows.
Then he proceeded to appropriate the Néna's landed
estate, and so provoked a quarrel with the Peshwé,
three of whose ministers he seized and put to death.
Ip regard to Holkar a like poliey of implacable
hostihty was adopted by Daulat Rfo, leading to
much bloodshed and general havoe. But his most
conspicuous folly was shown 1n his dealings with-the
Bnitish,

Of that power Mddhava had always entertained
a discreet awe, Even in their lowest depression—
before Goddard had come into the West and retrieved
the national reputation~—M#édhave bhad appreciated
the ‘majesty with which the Bnitish soldier fights.’
After the disaster of Egeitap and Carnac, Mddhava
said, in a low voice, to one of the envoys suing for
salvation a¥ Wadgéon- * What soldiers yours are!
Their line is like & red brick wall; and when one
falls another steps jnto the gap I hope some day to
Yight on the same side’ (Grant Duff) Sir J. Maleolm,
who relates the anecdote with some variation, says
that he added, ¢ And such are the troops that I should
like to have’ So Pyrrhus praised the valour of the,
Romfan soldiers after he had beaten them at Heraclea;
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and, like the Epirote leader, Sindhia never afterwards .
willingly quarrelled with the State which dwned such
material of war He dud his best, mdeed, to imitate
them ; yet neither he nor his able General ever exag-
gerated the merits of the imitation. NeVer to quarrel
with the British, and rather disband %11 his new-model
men than engage them in a conflict with that power,
such was the advice handed down to Daulat’ Réo
through General de Boigne. But the General left
India in 179%, and was succeeded in the command
of the army by Perron, a Frenchman of low birth,
narrow training, and a full share of vulgar prejudice
against perfidious Albion. The end was swift disaster -
Baulat Rdo was, perhaps, the best successor that
Msddhava could sclect, but he was soon to prove
himself unequal, intcllectually as woll as morally, to
the due meintenance and employment of his uncle's
complicated system. He posed as the swordsman of
the Peshwd rather than as fhe Deputy-Vicegerent of
the Emperor; filling his armies with foreign morcen-
aries and choosing incgpable advisers often of the
worst character and antecedents; shocking publie
opmion by outrageous conduct, and alienating his
best Maréthd lieutenants Towards the Court and
Cebinet of Poona he was habitually insolent and
sometimes violent; he plundered the city, aonfined"
or slew eminent public men, propagated feud and
assassination in the House of Holkar, and fatally
weakened the coherence of the whole Marfithd con-
federation. Lastly, he proceeded to extremities With,
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.the long-suffering East India Company, and hastened
to wreck and ruin like an ill-steered vessel on a lee
shore. The inferiority of his trained troops to those
on whose pattern they were formed justified the
forebodings of Marithi Conservatives, confirmed by
the opinion of that wise and warhke Englishman,
who.‘clashed with his fiery few, and won’ at Asai.
Yet, injudiclous as was the provoking of that conflict,
the illustrious eritic could not have meant that
MAdhava's original introduction of discipline was
of,1tself an evil, but only that it was so 1f it caused
presumption and led to an unequal collision. Had
the Marfithd armies continued the guermlla warfare
of their ancestors they might have given more trouble
to the Wellesleys and to Lake, who, it must be ad-
mitted, wore able to make short work of their
battalions and their batteries when 1t came to a
scrious conflict. Nevertheless, the subsequent fate
of the Pinddris —who *adopted the, old Maréfthd
stiategy—serves to show that in any case the British
must have ultimately prevailed. Nothing could well
have seemed more formidable, in 1ts way, than the com-
bination thaé awaited Lord Moira in 1815. He had
sent four columns to the northward to attack Nepil,
and three of them, had ignominiously failed. The
Court qf Directors had sent out stringent orders for-
hdding him ‘to engage in plans of offensive operations
against the Pindarees, either with a view to their
extirpation or ip anticipation of expected danger.’
His*designs were opposed by the most experenced
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members of his Council. Daulst Réo Sindhia was_ '
hostile, and occupying Central India, in alliance with
the Réjd of Négpur, and at the head of 6ojooo men
Béji Réo adopted a threatening attitude, end was
known to be encouraging the enemy. At the dasakra
of 1815 the largest body of Pinddxis took the field
that had ever been assembled. A body of 8oqQo of
them cio0ssed the Narbadé and devastetedthe N¥zém’'s
territories as far south as the Krishna river. A large
division poured down on the British districts of the
Northern Siik4rs, and sacked the civil station of
Gantur, laying waste the surrounding country the
loss of life was considerable, the loss of property was
reckoned at twenty-five lékks of rupees The agents
of the Pindéif Chiefs openly boested, in Sindhia's
darbér, that they would send 50,000 men to carry fire
and sword to Calcutta. Their total number was
estimated at nearly 100,000. the sceme of action
extended from the Ganges #o the Krishna, and from
Cawnpur to Gujarft. To add to the anxieties of the
time cholera broke out in the camps of the British
and caused & loss —including camp-followers — of
20,000 men. Biji Réo took the field gvith 18,000
soldiers and attacked the British Resident at Poona,
the Réjé of Négpur followed his example: in the
middle of October, 1817, the joint forces of the ) enemy
amounted to more than 150,000 horse and foot with
500 pieces of aitillery.

A1l these perils were dispersed in four months- the
power of Daulat Rio was isolated by able manceuvees ; 5
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the army of Holkar had ceased to exist; the Peshwi,
Biji Réo, was a fugitive ; the Pindéri leaders had been
abandofted by their followers and had been foreed to
surrender, or had perished in their own jungles.

It is therefore evident that no species of native
warfare was proof aganst European resources, and
that M4idhava Sindbia had made no mistake in
founthing his ambitious schemes on a force of regular
troops, disciplined and commanded by European
officers. matched agminst the old Asiatic systems
of warfare he bad completely succeeded. The mis-
take was that of his heir in thinking that this
nocessarily second-class army could prevail over the
first-class army on which it was modelled. The
same mistake was afterwards made by the Sikbs,
and, though made with every advantage of materal
and men, ended, after & hard-fought struggle, in the
like result.

After all, the great question for mogern rcaders is,
What, intentionally and uninténtionally, did M4dhava
Sindhia do; and what was the ultimate bearing of the
evonts that we have been tracing on the progress of
the British Empire in India? We have seen that the
circumstances which led to the Treaty of Salbii
established in Médhava's mind a permanent respect
for the military qualmes of the British. Of thewr
thplomat.lc abilities he entertained & lower opinion,
cven when represented by Warren Hastings. A sin-
gular instance of this is related by Grant Duff
Hagtings was known, about that time, to be con-
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templating the despatch of a Mr. Malet, as an envoy.
to the Court of the Peshw# at Poona ; and*Méidhava's
objection is worthy of attention. He used no threats,
nor did he treat the proposal to treat direct with his
suzerain as 8 menace on tho part of the Btitish Govern-
ment. Yct he was strongly opposed to what he con-
gidered as & dangerous interference. He therefore
represented that the mission was unnecessary, for
the curious reason that he, Sindhia, was the true
representative of British interests with tho Marfithd
confederacy. The plea was rejected; but it is suf-
ficiently remarkable that it should have been seriously
urged. He was, in fact, much employed and trusted
in the negotiations ; and the profit that he was enabled
to derive from them made of the resulting treaty the
opportunity which led to tho assurance of his power
1n Hindustén.

After he had surmounted all his difficulties, and
when, in 178g,.he finally bctame at once the master
of the Empire and tho umpire in Maréthd politics,
he had a real influence on British progress. If it
cannot be positively said that he restrained the Néna
and Holkar from attacking the British and their
allies, he at least found them occupation. When
Lord Cornwallis was being dragn into war with
Tipd, in 1790, Sindhia abstained from forming any
combination aganst him, and proffered assistance
which was, somewhat ungraciously, declined. Indeed,
it is plain that his power and influepce were always
regarded with anxiety. The records of the Supfeme
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. Government of those days abound 1n signs of watchful
suspicion. * In the opinion of Grant Duff—and there
is no better authomity—that attitude was without
just cause.

We must therefore conclude our study by a word
of just acknowlelgment. Alike by what he did and
by what he refrained from domng, by his conquests in

_ war and bS' his administration in peace, Médhava
Sindhia approved himself a wise and useful ruler
and he was both a precursor and & factor in the
establishment of a rule stronger and more beneficent
than his own.
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The Clarendon Press Hustory of Indra, 3s. 6d.
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE INDIAN

PEOPLES.
SraxtAep Eprrioy (TWENTY-FIRST), REVISED TO 1895.
S E1GETY-8ECOND THOUBAND

This Edition incorporates the suggestions received by the author
from Directors of Publio Instruction and other educational authonties
m India, its statistics mre brought down to the Census of 1891, ami
1ts narratave to 1892 The work has recewved the emphatic approval
of the organ of the Enghsh School Boards, and has Enecn trannlated
into five languagen Tt 18 largely employed for educational purposes 1n
Europe and Anierien and af & text-book preseribed by the Umvermity
of Calgntta for gts Entrance Examnmation from 1886 to 891

¢+ A Brief History of the Indian Peoples,” by W W Hunter, pre-
sents a sort of bird's-eye view both of India snd of 1ts people from the
earliest dawn of historical records . . A work of authonty and of
original value —Z'ke Dauly A ews (London)

‘Dr Hunter may be said to have presented a compact epitome of the
“inl“ of lus researchos into the early history of India, a subject upon
which lus knowledge 18 at once exceptionully wide and exceedingly
thorough "—T'ke Scotsman

¢ Vithin the compass of some 250 pnges we know of no hustory of the
people of India vo concive, so ntercating, and xo useful for educational
purposes as thie.'—The School Hoard Chromcle (London).

¢ For 1ts mze and suhject there 18 not & better written or more trust-
worthy history 1p existence '—7T'%e Joxrnal of Education

¢ So thoroughly revised as to entitle 1t to separate notice "—Z'%he T'imex

¢ Dr Hunter's luntory, if brief, 18 comprehgnmve. It 18 & storehouse
of facta marshalled 1n & masterly style, and presented, as history
should be, waithout the shyghtest suspicion of prejudice ur suggestion of
partieanship Dr Hunter observes a style of severe sunplicity, which
18 the secret of an 1mpressive presentation of details'—T%e Dasly
Recrew (Edmburgh) .

¢ Dy far the best manual of Indian History that has hitherto been
published, and quito equal to any of the Historionl Series for Schools
edited by Dr Freeman We frust that 1t wall soon be read in all the
8chools in this Presidency '—The Tunes of Indsa .

Extract fromn a anticisin by Edward Giles, Esq , Inspector of Schools,
Northern Divisjon, Bombay Presidency — What we require 18 &
book which shall be aciurate as to facts, but not overloaded with
them , wntten 1n a style winch shall 1nterest, attract, and gmde un-
cultivated renders ; and short, because 1t must be sold at a reasonable
price  These conditione, have never, 1n my opimon, been realized
Frevious to the introduction of this book *

‘The publication of the Hen. W. W Hunter's * School History of
India ™ 18 an event in hiterary history '—ZRLewn & Ilayyet (Caleutta).

¢ He has succeeded 1n writing a history of Indis, not only 1n such a
way that 1§ wall be rcad, but also 1 a wa;y which we hope will lead
young Englishmen and young natives of India to think more kindly
of each other The Galoutts Umvenaty has done wisely in presenbing
this hmef history as a text-book for the Entrance Exanunation.'—T%e
dlindoo Patriot (Calentta).
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SIRWILLIAM HUNTER’'S ‘DALHOUSIE.

¢ An mteresting and exceedingly readable volume, . . .. Sir Willlam
Hunter has produced a valuable work about an mmporjant epoch n "
Enghish hustory in Indin, and he hes given us & pleasnng msight mnto
the character of a remarkable Englishman The * Ruler® of India”
senies, which he has 1mliated, thus makes a succeasful beginmng in his
hands wath one who ranks among the greatest of the great names which
will be associated with the subject *—The Times

*To no one 18 the credit for the improved conditioh of public mtelli-
genoe [regarding India] more due than to Sir Wgllium Hunter, From
the beginning of his carcer a8 an Indian Civilian be has devoted a rare
hterary faculty to the task of enhghtemng his countrymen on the subject
of land's greatest dependency . By mspinng s, small q-fny of
fellow-labourers with hig own apirit, by inducing thew to conform to lus
own method, and shaping a hnge agglomeration of facts 1nto alucid and
wtelhgble system, ir W Hunter brought India and 1ts mnamer-
able interests within the jale of achievable knowledge, and has given
defimite shape to the truths which its history establishes and the
problems which it suggests . Such contributions Lo hteratur. are ap!
be taken as a matter of courne, becaure their highest merit 18 to conceal
the lahour, and skill, snd knowledge mnvolved 1 their produchion; but
they raise the whole level of public intelligence, and generatq an
atmosphere 1n which the lalelul 1ufluences of fully, 1gnoranc e, prejudice,
and presunption dwindle and disappear "—Suturday Reriew

‘Adimrably calculated to )mpart in a concise and agreeable form a clear
general outhine of the ustory of our great Indian Empire '—Economuat

‘ A skilful and most attractive picture . The nuthor has made good
uke of pubhic and private documents, and has cnjoyel the privilege of
bemng aided by the deceased statesman’s family s Little wirk 1s,
consequently, a valuable contribution to modern history "—.Acadimy

¢ The bouk should command & wide circle of r aders, not only for its
author's sake and that of 1ts subject, Jut partly st lewt on secount of
the very attractive ¢.ay1n which 1L hus bien published at the modernte
price of half-a-crown  But 1t 15, of course, by 1ts mnirinsc merita alone
that 8 work of this nature shduld be judged And those ments are
everywhere conspicuous A wniter whose thorough mastery of sll
Tmiian subjects hus been scquired by yeams of practical experience and
patient rescarch "—The AtRenmrum

‘Never have we been so much unpressed by the grea.}hterlry abilitien
of S8ir William Hunter as we have been by the perusal of *“The Marquees
of Dalhousie”  The knowledge dinplayed by the writer of the motives
of Lord Dalhousie’s action, of the inver working of hne mind, 18 so com-
plete, that Lord Dalhonsie himeelf, were he iy, could not state them
more cleaily Sur Wilham Hunter’s style 1s so clear, hisn langusge
so vivid, and yet 8o snuple, conveying the ympressions he wishes so per-
spicaously that they cannot but be,understood, that the work must have
a place 1n every lhibrary, in every home, we might say indeed every
cottage '— Eventng Nows .

*Sir Wilbam Hunter has written an admirable hittle volume on
* The Marquess of Dalhouse ¥ for Ins series of the * Rulers of India."
It can be read at a mitting, yet 1ts references—expressed or impljed—
wuggest the study and observation of balf alife-tume '—The Daily Newse



Dpinions qi the [Press

SIR WILLIAM HUNTER’S ‘LORD MAYO.

‘Sir Wilhlam W Hunter has contributed a brief but admirahle
biography of the Enrl of Mayo to the series entitled “ Rulern of India,”
edited by dimeelf (Oxford, at the Clarendon Press) '-—TAe Tsmes

‘In talling thu = m the monograph bLefore us, Sir Wilbam
Hunter has combined g well-known literary skill with an earnest
sympathy and fulness of knowledye which are worthy of all commenda-
tion The wofld 18 mmdebted to the author for s it and attractive
record of what waa cxginently & noble Iife '— The Academy

1 The sketoh of The Man 1s full of interest, drawn as 1t 18 with com-
plete sympathy, understanding, and apprecintion. But more valuable
13 th% account of his adinnistration No one ean show so well and
Jearly as Sir William Hunter does what the policy of Lord Mayo con-
tributed to the making of the Indian Empire of to-day '—7'4e Scotsman.

¢ Sir Wilham Hunter has givenn us a monograph 1n which there 1 a
happy comnbination of the extay and the biography We are presented
with the main featuren of Y.ord Miyo's adunnistration unencumbered
with tedious details which would mterdst none but the most official of
£uglo-Indians, while 1n the hwyraphy the man 13 brought before us,
not walytieally, but m a hite-hke portrait "—Vansty Fau

¢ The gtory of s hife Sir W W Hunter tells i well-chosen language
—uloar, suceinct, and manly S W W Hauonter 18 1n sympathy with
hin subject, and does full justice to Mayo's strong, genume nature
Without exaggeration and in & direct, unaflected style, as befita hiy
theme, he brings the man and hie work vaividly before us.'—ZThe
Glasgow Herald

* All the knowledge acquired by personal association, farmhanty with
adunnustrative details of the Indiuin Government, and a strong grasp of
the vast problems to he dealt with, 18 utilised 1n this presentation of
Lord Mayo's pers nahty and career Sir W, Hunter, however, never
overluade ban pages, and the ontines of the sketch sre clesr and firm.’
—The Manohester Lxpress »

“This 18 another of the ** Rulers of Indha* series, and 1t will be hard
toheat .  Hir Wilhiamn Hunter’s perception and expression are here at
their very best.’—The Pall Mall Guzette

*The latest addition to the * Rulers of India " semes yielda to none of
its preducessors 1n attrastiveners, vigour, and artistio portrmture ..
‘The final chapter must either be copied verbally and hiterally—which
the space at our’disposal will not pernut—or be left to the worrowful
perusal of the render The man 18 not to be envied who can read it with
dry eyes.'—Allen’s Indvun Masl .

“The little volume whigh has just been brought out 18 & study of Lord
Mayo's career by one who knew all about 1t and was 1n full aympathy
with 1t ,..Bome of these chapters are full of spint and fire, The
closing passages, the picture of the Viceroy's sasassination, cannot fail
to l!:lgke any reader hold his breath We know what 1 gomg to
happen, but we are thrilled as if we did not know 1it,"and were still
held in suspense The event iiself was so terribly tragic that any
ordinary desoription juight seem feeble and laggard Bat i ths
volape we are made to fee) as we must have felt 1f we had been on

{:‘\el t and seen the mnrderer * fastened like a tiger ” on the back of

o emlearoy.'—Dmly News, Leading Article.

’ P2 .
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MR.W. S.SETON-KARR’S‘CORNWA;LLI.'

*This new volume of the “Rulers of India” senies keeps up to the
high standard set by the author of * The Marquess of Dalboume ™ For
dealing with the salient passages 1n Lord Cornwalliwp Iydian career no
one conld have been betier quahfied than the whilom foreign secretary
to Lord Lawrence "—Tke Athenaum .

*We hope that the volumes on the “Rulers of India"™ which are
being published by the Clarendun Press are carefully read by a Ylarge
seotion of the public. Thére 14 a dense wall of 1gnorande still sthmding
between the average Enghshman and the greatest dependency of the
Crown, although we can scarcely hope to see 1t broken down altogether,
some of these admirable hioyraphies caunot fu1l to lower 1t & hittle
Mr Seton-Karr has succeeded 1n the task, and he has not only pre-
sonted a large mass of information, bat he has bronght 1t together 1n an
attractive form . We strongly recomnmend the book to all who wilh
to enlarge the area of their knowledge with reference to India,’—New
York Herald

! We have already expressed our sense of the value and tineliness of
the series of Indian historical retrospects now 1ssumng, under the editor-
ship of Sir W W Hunter, from the Clarendon Prews It 18 somewhat
leas than fair to say of Mr Seton-Karr’s monngraph upon Cornwallis
that 1t reaches the high standard of Literary workinanship which that
series has maintained *—The Laterary World

MRS, THACKERAY RITCHIE'S AND MR, RICHARDSON EVANS'
‘LORD AMHERST.

*The story of the Burinese War, 1ts causes and 1ts 1ssues, s re told
with excellent clearness and directness *—Saturday Reriew

‘Perhaps the brightest volume in the valuable s&ies to which 1t
belongs The chapter on “ The English m Iudia an Lord Amherst's
Governor-Generalship * should be studied by those who wush to under-
stand how the country was governed 1n 1824.:—Quartc'rly Review

¢ There are some charmung piciures of social hife, and the whole book
18 good rending, and 18 & record of patience, skill and dardng The
publio should read 1t, that 1t may be chary of destroying what has been
so talsomely and bravely acquired.—Nutwonal Observer.

¢The book will be ranked among the best i the series, both on
sccount of the literary skill shown 1n 1ts composgion and by reason of
the exceptional 1nterest of the material to which the authors haye had
sopess.”—8S} James's Gazetlte. .
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MR. S, LANE-POOLE’S ‘AURANGZIB’

‘Theregs no penod in Eastern history so full of sensation sa the
reign of Aurangzfb.. .Mr Lane-Poole tella this story admrably,
deed, 1t were difficult to imagine 1t better told —National Observer

‘Mr. Lane-Poole writes learnedly, lucidly, and w1 usly ... He
draws an extrerpely vivid picture of Aurangzb, h!?lr:mnge ascetic
character, lus in 1d courage, his remorseleas overthrow of lus
kinemen, hie brilhan® court, and his dissatrona policy , and he describes
the grndual dechne of the Mogul power from Akbar to Aurangsib
witlsgenmne historical 1nmght,'—Times

‘ Aewell-kmt and capable sketch of one of the most remarkable,
perhaps themost interesting, of the Mogul Emperors '—Safsrday Keriew

¢ As a study of the man limself, Mr Lane-Poole’s work 15 marked
by & nigour and ongnahty of thought which give 1t a very exoeptional
value among warks on the subject.’—Glasgow Lerald

‘The most popular and miost picturesque sccount that has yet
sppeared . . a pictuie of much clearness and force —Globe

* A notable sketcl, at once schularly and interesting '— English Mail

‘No one 1a betler qnahfied than Mr Stanley Lane-Poule to take up
the hutory and to depict the character of the last of the great Mogul
monarchs . Aurangzfbs career 18 ever & fascmatng study,—
Uome News

¢ The uuthor gives 4 description of the famous city of Shéh Jahin, its
palaces, and the cercmomes and pageants of which they were the scene

Mr Lane-Poole’s well-written monograph presents all the most dis-
unctive features of Anrangzfb’s character and career '—Morning Posé

MAJOR ROSS OF BLADENSBURG’S
‘MARQUESS OF HASTINGS.

* Major Ross of Bladensburg treats his subject skilfully and attrae-
uvely, and Ins biography of Lord Hastings worthily sustams the high
reputation of the Reries 1n which 1t appears "—T'he Tumen

¢Tlis monngraph 13 entitled to rank with the best of the Seres, the
compiler huving dealt capably and even brmllantly with his materials *
~ Enqlish Mayl,

* Instinct with interest *— Glasgow Eveming News

¢ As readable as 1t 18 1matructave '—Globe

‘ A truly admirable monograph *—Glasgow Herald

* Major Roes has dong his work admirably, and bids fair to be exfe of

othe best writers the Army of our day has gniven to the country A
most aggeptable and entranoing httle volume.'—Daily Chromicle

‘Tt 1 a volume that merits the hughest praise Masjor Ross of
Bladensburg has represented Lord Hastings and s work m Indws
m the right hght, faithfully described the country as 1t was, and
& masterly manner makes one realize how imporiant was the period
covered by this voliyne "—Manchester Courier

‘This excellent monograph onght not to Le overlooked by any one

. Eo would fully learn the lstory of British rule in India.’—Mane
. aminer.
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COLONEL MALLESON’S ‘DUPLEIX.

*In the abaracter of Dupleix there was the element ofssreatness
that contact with India seema to have generated 1n 8o many European
minds, Frenoh as well as Enghsh, and a broad capacity for govern-
ment, which, if suffered to have full play, might have ended mn giving
the whole of Southern India to France Even a# 1t° was, Colonel
Molleson shows how narrowly the prize shpped, from French gras
In 1783 the Treaty of Versailles arrived just in time to save the
Bntish power from extinction.’— ZTinies

[ ]

‘One of the best of Sir W Hunter's interesting and v.lusble teries
Colonel Malleron writes out of the fulness of faunhanty, moving with
easv over a fivld which he had long ago surveyed m every novk and
corner. To do a smnall hook as well as this on Dupleix has been done,
will be recognired by competent judges ar no small achievement
When one considers the bulk of the matenal out of wlich the httle
volume has been distilled, one can still betier appreciate the laboue
snd dextenty 1nvolved 1n the performance "— dcademy

¢A most compact and effective story of the French in India in &
Little handbook of 180 pages.'—.N onconformit

‘Well arrangeil, lucid and eminently readable, an excellent addition
to & most useful series "—Record

COLONEL MALLESON’S ‘AKBAR.

 Colonel Malleson's interesting monograph on Aklar 1n the * Rulera
of India” (Clarendon Press) should thore than satify the general
reader Colonel Mallcson traccs the orgin and foundation of the
Mughal Empire,, and, as an infroduction to the lnatory of Muhamma-
dan India, the bovk leas es nothing to be demred.’—8t James's Gazetie

‘This volume wili, no doubt, be welcomed, even by experts m
Indian hustory, 1 the light of & new, clear, and terso rendermng of an
old, but not worn-out theme It 18 a worthy aud valuable addition
to sir W, Hunter's promising series.'—A thenexin

¢Colonel Malleson has broken ground new to the general reader
The story of Akbar 1s brefly but clearly told, with an account of what
he was and what he did, and how he found and how he left Indws. . ¢
The native chronicles of the reign are many, and from them 1, is still
possible, as Colouel Malleson has shown, to cunstruct a Living portrait
of thuis great and mighty potentate "—Sevés Obsarver

*The brilhant historzan of the Jadian Mutiny has been assigned 1n
thus volume of the senes an important epoch and a strong personality
for entical study, and be bas admirably fulfilled hik task .. Alike in
dress and atyle, this volume 18 a fit compamon for 1ta predacessor? —
Manchester Guardian.
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.CAPTAIN TROTTER'S ‘WARREN HASTIN@S.

*The publfeation, recently noticad 1n this place, of the  Lettors,
Despatchey and other State Papers preserved in the Forexgn Depart-
ment of the Government of India, 1772~1785,” has thrown entirely new
light from the most anthentac ronrces on the whole history of Warren
Ilnstings and his government of India. Captamn L. J. Trotter's
‘WanngNy HASRNGS 18 accordingly nerther inopportune nor devoid of an
adequate ratson d'dire  Cnptain Trotter 18 well known as & competent
and nttractive writervon Indian hstory, and thia 18 not the first tumo
that Warren Hastings has supphied hin with a theme "—7%e Times,

‘He has put bis best work immto this memorr. His work w of
ditine® litermy ment, and 18 worthy of a theme ithan which Bntish
Instory presents none nobler It is a distinct gain to the British race
to be ennbled, na 1t now may, to count the great Governor-General
among those heroes for whom 1t need not Llush “—Scotsman

¢ Captan Trotter bas done lus work well, and ns volume deserves
to stand with that on Dalhonme by Sir Wilham Hunter Higher
pPaise 1t would be hard to give 1t '—New Yorl Herald

¢ Captan Trotter has done full Juatice to the [asumating story of the
splendid achievements of & great Enghshwnan '—Maschexter Guardian

A brief but adunrable biography of the first Governor-General of
Tudin "—Newcasile Chronicle

‘A bovk wiich sll must peruse who desire to b= “up to date” on
the subject.’—T'he Globe

MR. KEENE'S ‘MADHAVA RAQ SINDHIA.

‘Mr Keene has the enormous advantage, not enjoyed by every
producer ot a bouk, of knowing intimately the topio he has taken up
1Te has compressed 1nto these 203 pages an nnmense amount of mforma-
tion, drawn from the best sourcesPand presented with inuch neatness and
efiect "—T'h¢ Globe

' Mr Keene tella the story with knowledge and lm{mﬁllllty, and also
with suthaient graplue power to make 1t thoronghly readable. The
reeogmition of Sindhia 1o the “ Rulers™ seres 18 just and graceful,
and 1t cannot fal to pive satisfaction to the educated clseses of our
Indian fellow-subjects '—North British Dasly Masl

*The volumesbenrs 1ncontestahle proufs of the expenditure of con-
mderable resenrch by the suthor, and sustains the reputation he hal
already soquired by his ¢ Sketch of the History of Hindustan "'—
Freeman's Journal

! Among the eightcen Pulers of India included 1n the scheme of Sir
William Hunter only five ure natives of India, and of thewe the great
Mn.dho;f Sindhia 1s, with the exoeption of Akbar, the most illustrious
Mr H G Keene, a well-known and akilful writer on Indian questions,
18 fortunate 1n his subject, for the career of the greatest bearer of the
Instoric name of Sindhia covered the exciting period from the capture of
Delh, the Impurml ngpnnl, by the Parvan Nadir Shah, to the cconpation
of the same city by L'ord Lake .. Mr Keene gives a lueid desen

ouf 1ifa subsequent policy, especially towards the English when he was
_brought fuce to face with Warren Hustings.'— T'e Daily Graphac.
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MAJOR-GENERAL SIR OWEN BURNE'S
‘CLYDE AND STRATHNAIRN.

‘In “Clyde and Strathnmrn,” a contnbution to Si,Wilham Hunter's
excellent ** Rulers of India”™ series (Oxford, st the Clarendon Prems),
Sir Owen Burne gives a lueid sketch of th® mihtary hstory of the
Indian Mutiny and 1ita suppresson by the two great soldiers who give
their names to hus book, The space 18 hmited for so large a theme, but
Sir Owen Burne skilfully adjusts his treatment to his himits, anderarely
violates the conditions of proportion :mposed upon him. . ¢Sir Owen
Burne does not confine himselt exclusively to the military narrative
He g@ves u brief sketch of the rise and progress of the Mutiny, and
devotes n chapter to the Reconstruction which followed 1ts suppression.’

! —well wnitien, well proportioned, and emmently worthy of the
series to whach 1t belongs *—7%e Times, .

“Sir Owen Durne who, by association, experience, and relations with
one of these grenerals, 15 well qualified for the task, wntes with kngw-
ledgt, perspreuity, and fairness *—Saturday Kerrieew

‘ An o brief recnrd of a momentons epoch i India this little book 18
a remarkable piwce of clear, concise, and interesting wmting '— The
Colonies and India

‘Sir Owen Rurnme has written thin book carefully, brghtly, and
with excellent judgoment, and we 1 India cannot resd such a book
without feehng thet he has powerfully aided the nccomphshed editor
of the veries 1n a truly patriotic enterprise '—JBombay Gazetie

‘The volume on *Clyde and Btraghnaim” has just appear+d, and
proves to be & real® valuable addition to the serws.  Consmdering its
mize and the extent of ground 1t eovers 1t 18 one of the best books about
the Tndiau Mutiny of winch we know "—Englishman

*8ir Owen Burne, who has wntten the latest volume for Sir Wilhiam
Hunter's ** Rulers of India ” seres, 1 better qualified than any living
person to narrate, from a military standpomt, the story of the suppres-
sion of the Indian Mutiny "—Daaly 7 eleyraph. ¢

‘Sir Owen Bume’s baok on “Clyde and Strathnsirn* is worthy to
rank with the best 1n the admirable semes to which 1t belongs '—

Manchester Examiuer . .

‘The bonk 18 admirably wntten, and there 14 probably no better
sketch, equally brief, of the sarring events with which 1t deals.’
—~Beotrman

*Sir Owen Burne, from the part he played in the Indian Mutiny, and
from his long connexion with the Government of India, and from the
fact that he was military secretary of Lord Strathnazrn both m India
and n Ireland, 14 well qualified for the task which he has undertake®’—
The Athenceum. d
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VISCOUNT HARDINGE'S ‘LORD HARDINGE.

¢ An exception to the rule that hographies ought not to be entrusted
to near relatives  Lord Hardmge, a scholar and an artist, has given
us an accuraty rgeord of his father's long and distinguished servioen
There is no fihal reration The author has dealt with some con-
trovermal matters with skill, and has managed to combine truth with
tact and regard for the feelings of others '—The Saturday Review

‘Tlys intergsting hife reveals the first Lord Hardinge as & brave,
just, able man, the very soul of honour, adnured and trosted equally
by friends and pohtical opponents The hiographer . . has produced a
oAt engaging volume, which 18 enriched by many private and official
documents that have not before seen the hght.’—1'he Aniv-Jacoln

¢ Lord Hardinge hea accomphished a grateful, no doubt, but, from
the abundance of matersl and delicacy of eertam matters, a very
thfficult tusk in & workmanhke manner, marked by restraint and
ll"..llllty '—The Pull Mall Guzetle

* His son and ographer has done lus work with a true appreciation
of proportion, and has added substantially to our knowledge of the
Sutley Campaign '—Tuxtly Fawr

‘The present Lord Hardinge 18 1n rome respects exceptionally well
qualified to tell the tale of the eventful four years of s father's
Governor-Generalship "—The Bries

‘It contains & full account of everything of unportance i Lord
Hardinge’s nuhitary and political career, it 1s arranged 80 a8 to
bring 1ato specinl pronunente @is government of India, and it gives
& hifelike and strmking pieture of the man '—Acadéiny

*The atyle 18 clear, the treatinent dispassionste, and the total result
a manual which does credit to the interesting series 10 which 1t fignres *
—Tke Globe

‘The ooncise and vivid socount whioh the eon has given of hs
father’s carcer %11l mterest many readers "— The Morsiny Post

* Eminently readable for everybody Thelustoryis given sucomotly,

and the anpublished letters quoted are of real value —T'he Colonses
J18¢ Indra »

‘ Compiled from pubho documents, family papers, and letters, thu
brief biography gives the reader a clear 1den of what Hdrdinge was,
both as & zoldier and as an admumstrator "—T'Ae Manchesier Ezaminer

¢ An admirable sketch *—The New York Herald

*The Memorr is ell and concisely written, and 18 accompanied by
, 0 #xcellent Likeness after the portrait by Sir Francis Grant."—TAe
Queen.
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" SIR HENRY CUNNINGHAM'S ‘EARL

CANNING. . ¢

‘Sir Henry Cunningham’s rare hterary aknll and his knowledge
of Indian hfe and afluirs are not now displayed for the first time,
and he has enjoyed exceptional advantages 1 dealing with his
present subject Lourd Granville, Canmng’s contemporary at school
and colleague 1n public hife and one of lus oldest fne: furmshed his
biographer wath notes of his recollections of the early’hife of his friend
Sir Henry Cunningham han also been allowed nacess to the Diary of
Canming’s private secrelary, to the Journal of his mmhitary secretary,
and to an mteresting correspondence between the Governor-Geperal
and hs great heutenant, Lord Lawrence "—7The Timer .

‘Sir H 8 Conninghem has succeeded i wnting the history of a
critical period 1n ko fair and dirpassionate a msnner as to make 1t
slmort & matter of astomshment that the motives wiieh he has so
clearly grasped should ever have been mimnterpreted, and the results
which he indicates vo grorsly nnsjudged  Nor in the exgellence of hia
work less conspicuous from the hitrrary than from the political ang
historieal pomnt of view ’— Qlgsgow Herald

‘Sir H 8, Cunnimgham has treated s subject adequately In vivad
language he paints his word-pictures, and with calm judicial snalgan
he also proves hiunself an able ontic of the actualities, causes, and results
of the outbreak, alno a temperate, Just apprecintor of the character and
pohey of Earl Canung "—Tke Court Journal.

REV. W. H. HUTTO]-.\T’S.‘MARQ.UESS
WELLESLEY.

‘Mr Hutton has brought to his task an open mind, a traned
historical judgement, and a diligent study of a great body of original
matennal Hence he 18 enabled to present a true, authentic, and
onginal portrait of gne of the greatdit of Anglo-Indian statesmen,
dong full justice to ns military policy and achievements, und also to
his statesmanlike efforta for the organization and consolidation of that
Euwpire which he did so much to sustain "—Zunea

‘To the aduurable candour and discrimination which characterize
Mr Hutton’s monograph as an Instorical study must be added the
hterary quslities which distiugmsh 1t and make 1t one of the most
readable volumes of the series  The atyle 18 vigarous atd picturesque,
snd the arrangement of details artistic 1n 1ts just regard for proportion
and perspective. Inshort, there 1s no point of view from which the work
deserves anything but praise."—Glasgow Herald

‘The Rev. W H Hutton has done his work® well, and achieves with
force and luciity the task he sets lumselt to show how, under
Wellesley, the Indian company developed and ultimately became the
supreme power 1n India. To our thinking hus estumate of this great
statesman 18 most Just.,'—Black and Wiste

‘Mr Hatton has told the story of Lord Wellealey's Iife in an admur-
able’manner, and has provided & inost readable book.'—Manchesior
Ezaminer.

* Mr Hutton's range of information is wide, his division of subjfots
appropriate, and his dietion scholarly and precise.'—Suturduy Reriew
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.SIR LEPEL GRIFFIN’S ‘RANJIT SINGH.

¢ We can tharoughly prawe Sir Lepel Gnffin’s work as an accuiate
and apprecidfive account of the beginnmgm and growth of the Sikh
yeligion and of the temporal power founded uponr it by & strong and
remnorseless chi8ftdln — The Tvmes

¢Sir Lepel Grifiin Teats lus topic with thorough meastery, and s
acoount of the famous Mahdrsjd and lne tames 1s, consequently, one of
the Mwst valuable as woll as mteresting volumnes of the geries of which
it form® a part &_7%ke Globe

¢ From first to last 1t 18 a model of what such s work should bs, and
a classo "—The St Stephen'’s Recrew

“The monoggaph could ot have been entrusted to more capable
hynds than those of Sir Lepel Grifhn, who spent his offiual lhife 1n the
Punjaub '—The Scolsman

! At once the shortest and best history of the rise and fall of the
“ikh monarchy '—Zhe North Dirvtash Dasly Masi

‘Not only a hwgraphy of the Nupoleon of the East, but a luminous
pmcture of Jus country, the chapter on Sikh Theocracy being & notable
«xumple of compact thought.'— The Lycerpool Mercury

MRB. DEMETRIUS BOULGER’S ‘LORD

WILLIAM BENTINCK.

“The “ Talers of Indir” serier has recetved o valuable addiaon 1n
the biography of the late Lord Wilham Bentinck. 'I'he subject of this
mteresting memoir was s soldier as well as a stateaman He was
mainly 1mstrumental m brnging about the adoption of the overland
route and 1n convinoing the people of India that & main factor 1n
hyh policy was e diminterested desire for their weolfare Lord Wilham's
despatches and minuies, several of which are textually reproduced 1n
Mr Boulger's praseworthy little book, display conmderable literary
wkill and sre one and nl& State papers of mgnal worth '—Dauly Tele-
groph

“Mr Boulger 12 no novice 1 dealing with Onental history and
Orental affairs, and 1n the career of Lord William Bentinok he has
found a theme very much to i taste, which he treats with adequate
knowledge and literary skill '—7he" Times

‘Mr Boulger wnites clenrly and well, and his volume finds an ac-
captel place 1 the very useful and mnforming seriea which Sir Wilham
eWilson Hunter s edaing so ably.'—Independent .
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MR. J. 8. COTTON’S ‘MOUNTSTUART °
ELPHINSTONE. .

‘8ir Wilbam Hunter, the editor of the series to whigh this book
belongs, was happily 1nspired when he entrusted the Yafe of Elphin-
stone, one of the most scholarly of Indian rulers, to My. Cotton, wha,
himself a scholar of ment and repute, 18 brought by“the nsture of hus
daily avocations 1nto close and constant relationsswith scholars .. We
live m an age 1n which none but epectaliats ean afford to give more time
to the memonrs of even the most distinguished Anglo-Indians thap will
be occupied by reading Mr Cotton’s two hundred pagey He has
formed s task with grent skill and gond sense  Thia 18 Just the kind
of Lafe of himself winoh the wiac, kindly, high-souled man, who 1s the
subject of 1t, wonld read with pleasure 1n the Elysian Fields.'—Sir M
E Grant Duff, in The Academy

“ To 8o mspiring a theme few writers are better qualifed to do ample
justice than the author of * The Decenmal Statement of the Moral awvd
Material Progress and Condition of India ™  Sir T' Colebrooke'’s larger
biography of Elphinstone appeals mamly to Indian epeciahsts, but
Mr Cutton’s elighter sketch 1s admirably ndapted to satisfy the growng
demand for a knowledge of Indian history and of the personalities of
Anglo-Tndian statesmen which Sir William Hunter has done 8o much
to create "—The Tunes

DR. BRADSHAW'’S ‘SIR THOMAS
MUNRO.

‘ A most valuable, compact and mteresting memoir for those looking
forward to or engagred 1o the work of 1fhiin admimstration *—Seotsman

¢ It 18 & carcful and sympathetac survey of a hfe which should always
serve as an cxample to the Indian woldier and civilian "— Yorhshire Post

‘A true nnd vivid record of Munro’s hfe-work 1n almost auto-
biographical form '— Glesgow Heruld

*Of the work before us we have nothwng but praise The story of
Munro's career 1 Indin & 1 atself of exceptional interest and um-
portance '— Freenan's Journal ¢

The work could not have been beiter done, it 18 a monument of
painstaking care, exhaustive research, and nice discrimination ‘—Propie

‘This excellent and apirited hittle monogpaph catches the salient
points of Munro's career, and supphes some nost valuable quotations
from lus wntings nnd papers '—Manchester Guardian. .

*It would be wmposuible to unngime a more attractive and at the
same time mstructive book about India’— Lieerpool Courier

' It 18 ome of tho best volumes of this excellent senes.—Imperial and
Analvo Quarierly Review

*The book throughout 18 arranged 1 an admirgbly clear manner and
there 1# evident on every page a demre for truth, and nothing buf the
truth.'—Commerce o

* A clear and scholarly prece of work '—Indian Journal of Education ,
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MR. MORSE STEPHENS' ‘ALBUQUERQUE,

L
‘Mr Btephens’able and mnstructave monograph. 'We may commend
Mr. Morse®Btephens’ volume, both as an adequate summary of an
important period m the lustory of the relations between Ama and
Kurupe, and a# a suggestive treatment of the problem of why Portugal
farled and England gueceeded 1n founding an Indian Empire —7Ae
Tsmes

‘8fr H Morse Stephens has made a ver{ readable book out of the
foundstion ofv the Portuguese power i India  According to the
practice of the series to whick 1t belongs 1t 18 called a life of Affonso de
Albuquerqgue, but the Governor 18 only the central and monst 1mportant
figure 1 & brief history of the Porluguese 1n the Eaat down to the tame
when the Dutch and Enghsh mtru on their preserves.. A plea-
santly-wrt d trustworthy book on an imteresting man and time *
=-The Sahrda$ Reriew

‘Mr Morse Stephens’ Albuguergue 18 a sohd mece of work, well put
togpther, and full of intereat '—T'he Athenaxm

¢ Mr Morse Stephens’ studies 1n Indian and Portugnese hstory have
theroughly well qualified him for appraaclung the subjeet He bas
presented the facts of Albuquerque’s career, and sketched the events
marling the rule of his predecessor Almeida, and of ns 1mmediate
succeasors 1n the Governorship and Viceroyalty of India 1n & compact,
lucid, and deeply 1nteresting torm '—1 he Scotsman

SIR CHABRLES ATTCHISON'S‘LORD LAWRENCE.’

‘No man knows the policy, principles, and character of John
Lawrence better than Sir Charles Aitchison The salient features
and vital principles of lus work as a ruler, first 1n the Punjab, and
afterwards as Viceroy, are set forth with remarkable elearness’—
Scofsman. L]

‘A most admirable sketch of the great work done by Bir John
Lawrence, who not only ruled India, but saved i1.'—Manchester
Egzaminer »

®  Sir Charles Astchison’s narrative 18 uniformly marked by directness,
ordér, clenrness, and grasp, 1t throws additional hight nto certain
nooks of Indian affairs, and it leaves upon the mund a very vinid
and complete mmpression of Lord Lawrence's vigorous, resourceful,
ducerming, and vahant personahity *—Neswcastle Daily Chronsole

*Bir Charles knows the Punjab thoroughly, and has made this hittle
book all the more 1nteresting b¥ lus account of the Punjab under John
® Lawrence and his subordinates "— Yorkshire Post.
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LEWIN BENTHAM BOWRING'S
‘HAIDAR ALf AND TIPU SULTAN.

‘Mr Bowring’s portraats are yust, and hin narrative of the continuous
mlitary operations of the period full and accurate '— Tumg:

* The story has been often written, but never better or more oon-
cizely than here, where the father and son are depiowed vividly and
truthfully */ 1 their habit as they Iived ” Th s not a volume of
the whole series which 1s better done than tlif8, or one wlich shows
greater 1nmght *— Daily Chronicle

‘Mr Bowring has been well chosen to write this memorable hyftory,
because he has had the best means of collecting 1t, huvang funself
formerly been Chief Commismoner of Myrore ‘The account of the
Mywore war 18 yell dons, and Mr Bowring draws a stirring pieture of
our determined adversaiy "—Army and Nary Gazetle *

¢An excellent exnmple of comjpiresson and precimon  Many volumes
might be wnitten ahout the long war in Mysore, an*we cannot lut
adnure the slall with which Mr Bowring hae condensed the history 8f
the struggle His book 15 as terse and concive a8 & book can be'—
North Druvsh Darly Masl

‘Mr Bownug’s book 1s one of the freshest and best of a series nlost
valnable to all intereated 1n the concerns of the British Empire in the
East '—Englk Marl

‘The story of the final capture of Setingapatam 18 told with ekill
and graphio power by Mr Bownng, who throughout the whole work
shows himsell & mosc accurate and imterestaing historian '—Perthebvre
Advertiser

COLONEL MALLESON’S ‘LORD CLIVE.

*This book gines ‘s spinted and acourate sketch of a very extra-
ordinary personality '— Speaker

¢ Colonel Malleson writa s & most 1nteresting account of Chive's great
work m India—so 1nteresting that, having begun to read it, ome 18
unwilling to lay 1t amde until the last page has been reached The
character of Clive as a leader of men, and especially as & cool, intrepid,
and resourceful general, 18 ably deserilied, and at th® same t1mne the
anthor naver fails to 1ndicate the far-renclnng pohitical schemes winch
inspired the valour of Clive and laid the foundation of our Indian
Empire "—North Brituk Darly Marl

*’I'h1s monograph 18 sdmirably written by ofle thoroughly scquainfed,
and 1n love with hu subject.’' — Glasyow Herald .

No one is better smted than Culonel Malleson to wnte on Cuve,
and he has perfornied his tark with dhstinct success. The whale narra-
tive 1s, like evrything Colunel Malleson wrtes, olear and full of
vnigour "— Yorkahire Post

¢ Colonel Malleson 1s religble and fair, and the especial ment of hs
book 18 that 1t always presents a clear view of the whole of the vast
theatre in which Chve graduslly produces such an extraordinary chinge ,
of scene ’— Newcastle Darly Chronicle
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¢APT. TROTTER’S ‘ EARL OF AUCKLAND’

‘A vivid Scoount of the causes, conduot, and consequenoces of ¢ the
?;uﬂy‘,‘ﬂ'itleu, and unrighteous'’ Afghan War of 1838 '—8t James’s

agetle

‘To writhsuch a monograph was a thankless task, but it has been
accomplished with entire succeas by Captamn L J Trotter He has
dealt calmly shdeclearly with Lord Auckland’s poliey, domestic and
military, with 1ts ﬁqwml reaults, and with the general tendency of
Lord Auckland's rule.— ¥orkslare Post

! {.ﬂm distressing story (of the First Afghan War) Captan Trotter
devots the majar portion of his pages  He tells 1t well and foreibly,
but 1 Rrawn, Jer unavordslly, into the discussion of many topics
of controverny which, to sume readers, may seemn to be hardly as yet
tinally Nl;dl . « It 1a only fair to add that two chapters are devoted
to “Tord ¥hckland’s Domestic Policy,” sl to his relations with
“ The Nutiveg8tates of India™ '—The Times

 Captam TroWg1's £arl of Auckland 15 & most mteresting book, and
1i% excellence as a condenred, yot lnrmnouw, Instory of the first Afghan
War deserves warm recogmition *  Seolxman

* It points a moral wineh our Indian Rulers cannot afford 1o forget
ro Jong s ther stll have Rusma and Alghsnwtan to connt with '—
Glusgow Herald

Supplementary Volume price 30 6.

‘JAMES THOMASON,’ BY SIR RICHARD
TEMPLE.

‘Sir R Temple's book possesses & ligh value av a dutiful and
mteresung memonial of a man’of lofty 1deals, gvhose exploits were
none the less memorable because achieved exclumvely in the field
of peaceful admimmtration '— Temes

It 18 the peculiar dwstimetion of this work that 1t 1nterests a reader
Icss 1n the ofhicial than n the man hunself '—Seofwnin

‘This 18 & most Juteresting book . to thase who know India, and
knew the mwm, 1t 18 of nnpsrnllelaﬁ nterest, bnt no one who has
the Imperial metinct which has taught the Enghsh to rule subject
races ‘“fur their own welfare” can fail to be struck by the mmple
greatness of this character '—Pall Mall Gazetle

¢Mr Thomason was g great Indian statesman He systematized
¢he revenne aystem of the North-West Provinces, and improved every
branch of the alimmstration He was remarkable, like mlnﬂl m
Indisns, for the earnetness of ina religlous faith, and Sir
Temple brmgs this out 1n sn admirable manner '—Unifwsh Weekly.

*The book 18 “a portraat drawn by the hand of affection,” of ome
whose Iife wes “a pattern of how & Chnstian man ought to live.”
Special prommencs i§ given to the religious aspects of Mr Thomaeon’s
chamcter, and the result is a very readable biographical uketch.’—
¢ UA:EM
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BIR

The concluding volume nfww'!lh iy 8
of Indm” series 1 dovgted to's b y of Jobw Bumsell Colvin

Mr Colvin, as privsts secretary to sAhokingds Governar-
Generdl during the firat A.glim Wi i n veraur of
the North-West Provinces during W% Metiny, prominent part
in the government of British India st two grest.spises of ity lu;gu-y

Hin biographer 18 hns #om, bir Auckland Colvin, who does foll ju=%e to
s father’s career and defends nm stontly againg cerfun allezntions
which have passed into bustory. ..It 18 a_veleable and eflictine
contrbution to an sdmirable series In style,anu treatmd ol 1is
subject 1t 18 well worthy of 1ts companiors "—~Zimes *

“Sir Auckland Colvin has heen able Yo throw mew gt on many of
the acts of Lord Auckland’s admnistration, and on the “ato of affairs at
Agra on the outbreak of the Mutiny, This memorr will serve fo
rvecall the splendid work which Colvin really performed 1 India, end to
exhibit him as & thoroughly hononrable man and conscientions ruler '—
Dasly Telegraph

¢This book givea an Impressive aeconnt of Colvin's pubhe serviees,
Tus wide grasp of native affairs, and the clean-cat pohioy whieh markal
s tenure of power *— Leeds Mercury ' -

The story of John Colvin's eareer indicates the hnes on Which the
true history of the first Alﬁ:n War and of the Indian Mutiny should
be wrnitten Not only the nt‘or been enabled to make use
of new and valuable material, but he lLas also conutructed therefrom
new and not.worthy explanations of the position of aflairs at two turmng-
pomts m lndian history '—4 .

<High as 1 the sjandard of excellnce attnned by the volumes of
this eertes, Sir Au d Colvin's earnest work las reached the high-
water mark '—Army and Navy Gazelte

‘8ir Auckland Colvin has done lns part with great tact and skill  Aw
an_example of the olear-sighted way m which he treats the varions

we may cite what he says on the education of the
ngflpes—n question always of great moment to the subject of this

7 .'—Blanokest.r Guardian . *

Colyin gives us an adimrable study of hie subject, both

88 & man o&‘ﬁﬁ‘h aad as ; nmdem]-.1 m private lifa, ﬁﬁaddng this, ::3
uresque Wems sllows hum, without outste raphi

ﬂl:ltlh asmgnod, T graphis piotures of mbﬁ Il:llllhmh
Iife 1n general.'suManclester Courser . (R

“Thas httle vefume contains metures of Indi t and t, Which
1t would be hard to match for artwtic touch ] We wish
there were more of the apeme kind to follow "—§i Jumd's Gazelle *

*The monogesth is & wiuable addition. to-&'serlas of which we have
llnoro It:'hnn once pointed oup &fis uu{m:m the txoq:‘un'—elaagw

Hora : %. £t v .


















